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I.  PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE

Article 1.
The Special Conference on Security, convened by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) through its resolutions AG/RES. 1908 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1940 (XXXIII-O/03), meets to consider the topics included in the draft agenda prepared by the Permanent Council of the Organization and adopted by the Conference.  The Conference shall consider recommendations on all pertinent matters and the draft final documents prepared by the Permanent Council of the Organization, as well as any documents, studies, and proposals presented by the governments of the OAS member states on the agenda items.  The Conference shall adopt those proposals it deems advisable and shall present the result of its work in such documents as it deems appropriate, as well as in the final report.

II.  PARTICIPANTS

Article 2.
The governments of the member states of the Organization may accredit delegations to the Conference.  Delegations shall consist of heads of delegation, alternate delegates, and advisers accredited by the governments.

Article 3.
Governments shall accredit delegations through a communication addressed to the Secretary General of the Organization, who shall present to the Conference a report on all credentials received.

Article 4.
The Secretary General of the Organization, or a representative appointed by him, shall participate with voice but without vote in the Conference, as provided in Article 110 of the Charter of the Organization.

Article 5.
Representatives of the permanent observer states or their alternates, if need be, may attend public sessions of the Conference.  They may also attend private sessions when invited to do so by the chair of the session in question.  In both cases they may ask to take the floor and the respective chair shall rule on the matter.

Article 6.
The following may also accredit observers to the Conference:

a.
Governments of non-American states that are members of the United Nations or its specialized agencies that express interest in attending, with prior approval of the Permanent Council;

b.
Regional or subregional inter-American governmental entities and agencies that are not among the organs and agencies of the Organization, with the prior approval of the Permanent Council; and

c.
Specialized agencies associated with the United Nations and other international organizations, when current agreements with the Organization so specify.


The observers referred to in this article may ask to take the floor during the meetings and the chair of the meeting concerned shall rule on the matter.


The Secretary General of the Organization shall send the communications required under this Article.

Article 7.
The representatives of specialized agencies associated with the United Nations and other governmental organizations not included under the foregoing article may attend the Conference as special guests, provided they indicate interest in doing so, with prior approval of the Permanent Council and with the consent of the government of the host country.


The Secretary General of the Organization will extend the invitations required under this Article.

Civil society organizations may attend the Conference as special guests in accordance with the requirements and procedures for “Participation in OAS Conferences” of the “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities” [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)].

Special guests and all civil society organizations interested in attending should present a request to that effect to the General Secretariat of the Organization at least 20 days prior to the start of the Conference.

III.  OFFICERS OF THE CONFERENCE

Article 8.
The government of the host country of the Conference shall designate the provisional chair of the Conference, who shall preside until the Conference elects its chair.  The Conference shall also elect two vice chairs and a rapporteur.  The committees established by the Conference shall elect their own officers.

Article 9.
The officers of the Conference shall be elected by vote of a majority of the member state delegations accredited to the Conference.

Article 10.
The chair shall have the following powers:

a. To preside over the sessions of the Conference and to submit matters for consideration in the order in which they appear on the order of business;

b. To grant the floor in the order in which it was requested and as provided in these Rules of Procedure;

c. To decide on points of order that arise during debate in the Conference, as provided in Article 19 of these Rules of Procedure;

d. To submit to a vote any points that so require and to announce the results;
e. With the assistance of the Secretariat, to transmit the order of business to the participants as far in advance of each session as possible;

f. To take any measures he/she deems advisable to expedite the proceedings and to ensure compliance with these Rules of Procedure.
Article 11.
In the absence of the chair, the first vice chair shall exercise his/her functions, and in his/her absence, the second vice chair shall do so.

Article 12.
The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States shall provide technical and secretariat services to the Conference.  These services shall be directed by the Secretary General of the Organization or the staff member appointed by the Secretary General, who shall be responsible for supervising and coordinating said technical and secretariat services for the Conference.

IV.  SESSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE

Article 13.
The Conference shall hold an opening session, plenary sessions, working sessions, and a closing session.

Article 14.
An opening session shall be held, and shall have the following order of business:

1. Election of the chair;

2. Election of the vice chairs and of the rapporteur of the Conference;

3. Adoption of the draft Rules of Procedure;

4. Adoption of the draft agenda;

5. Agreement on the establishment of the committees.

Article 15.
Unless the Conference decides otherwise, the opening session, the plenary sessions, and the closing session shall be public.


The meetings of the committees shall be private.

Participation in sessions devoted to negotiation of documents shall be the preserve of delegations of member states.

Article 16.
The official languages of the Conference are English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish.

Article 17.
The order of precedence of the Conference shall be established by the Permanent Council by lot.

Article 18.
A majority of the delegations of the member states accredited to the Conference shall constitute a quorum for the plenary sessions.  At least a majority of the delegations must be present at a session in order for a vote to be taken.

Article 19.
Drafts and proposed substitutions or amendments shall be presented in writing to the Secretariat 24 hours before they are discussed.  Nevertheless, the Conference or, as the case may be, the committee concerned may authorize discussion of drafts or proposals that have not been submitted in writing by that deadline.

Article 20.
During discussion of a topic, any member state delegation may raise a point of order, which shall be decided upon immediately by the chair.  Any delegation may appeal a decision of the chair, in which case the appeal shall be put to a vote.


The delegation raising a point of order may not go into the substance of the matter under discussion.

Article 21.
The chair or any member state delegation may move to suspend the discussion.  Only two delegations may speak in favor of, and two against, a motion to suspend, which shall be put to a vote immediately.  The chair or any delegation may move to close a discussion when they consider a matter to have been sufficiently discussed.  Only two delegations may speak in favor of, and two against, the motion, and it shall be put to a vote immediately.

Article 22.
During any discussion, the chair or any member state delegation may move to suspend or adjourn the session or meeting.  This motion shall be put to a vote immediately without discussion.

Article 23.
The Conference shall make every effort to reach decisions by consensus.  When every effort to reach consensus has been made, the Conference may take decisions by a majority vote of the member state delegations accredited to the Conference.  The same procedure shall apply in committees.

Article 24.
Except as provided in Article 20, the following motions shall have precedence over other proposals or motions, in the order indicated below:

a. Suspension of the session;

b. Adjournment of the session;

c. Suspension of discussion of an item under consideration;

d. Closure of the discussion of an item under consideration.

Article 25.
Each member state delegation shall have one vote.

Article 26.
Votes shall be taken by a show of hands, but any delegation may request a roll-call vote, which shall be taken beginning with the delegation of the country whose name is drawn by lot by the chair and continuing according to the Spanish alphabetical order of the delegations.


No delegation may interrupt the voting, except for a point of order relating to the manner in which it is being conducted.  The voting shall conclude when the chair announces the results.
Article 27.
Proposed substitutions for, or amendments to, a specific proposal on a draft shall be put to a vote before the proposal in question.  The proposal least similar to the original text shall be put to a vote first, followed by the other proposals in increasing order of similarity.  In case of doubt in that regard, proposals, the relative order of which is in question, shall be put to a vote in the order in which they were submitted.

Article 28.
Proposals intended to broaden a proposal on a draft shall be put to a vote once all proposals on the draft in question have been put to a vote.  If any of those proposals are interchangeable, or if any one of them is intended to amend another, the provisions of the preceding article shall apply, with consideration given to the original text or the text of the proposal submitted first.

Article 29.
When the adoption of a proposal necessarily entails the exclusion of a specific proposal on a draft, the excluded proposal shall not be put to a vote.

Article 30.
Once all the proposals on a draft and all the proposals contained in that draft have been put to a vote, the draft as now written shall be put to a vote.

Article 31.
Articles 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30 shall apply both to the plenary sessions and to the meetings of the committees.

V.  COMMITTEES OF THE CONFERENCE

Article 32.
The Conference shall organize the committees it considers necessary to study the various items on the agenda.  Each delegation shall have the right to be represented on each of the committees.

Article 33.
Each committee shall elect a chair, two vice chairs, and a rapporteur from among its members.

Article 34.
Each committee shall be responsible solely for the study, discussion, and formulation of recommendations on the topics assigned to it.

Article 35.
When necessary, the committees may establish informal working groups.

Article 36.
The reports of the committees shall be prepared by the rapporteurs with the help of the Secretariat and shall contain a summary of the work and discussions, a list of the documents studied, and the full text of the conclusions and drafts recommended to the plenary.

Article 37.
The reports of the committees shall be handed in to the Secretariat in good time prior to the plenary session in which they are to be discussed, so that they can be distributed to the delegations.

Article 38.
Any proposal to the Conference of an activity that has financial implications for the Organization shall be accompanied by a cost estimate; the Secretariat shall provide any assistance needed for this purpose.

Article 39.
The General Secretariat shall keep verbatim minutes of the opening session, the plenary sessions, and the closing session, and summary minutes of the committee meetings, and shall distribute verbatim texts of the statements that delegations present in writing.

Article 40.
The minutes shall be prepared and distributed as promptly as possible.  They shall be published first in provisional form and afterwards in final form, once their text has been revised to incorporate any stylistic corrections requested by the delegations.

VI.  DOCUMENTS AND FINAL REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE

Article 41.
Working documents and documents adopted by the Conference shall be produced in English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish.  The final report, produced in the same languages, shall contain the documents adopted by the Conference.

Article 42.
Any delegation may request the inclusion of a statement or reservations with respect to the documents adopted, and these shall appear in the final report.

Article 43.
The General Secretariat of the Organization shall publish as promptly as possible the final report of the Conference, which shall include all documents adopted during the Conference.

Article 44.
The General Secretariat of the Organization of American States shall be the repository of the documents and archives of the Conference.

VII.  FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 45.
Procedural questions not provided for in these Rules of Procedure shall be resolved by the Conference itself.
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