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Mr. Chairman,

This Special Conference on Security is very timely, for this is a time of testing in our region a land stretching from Canada to the North and Argentina to the South, with a chain of islands to the East, creating that special bond and geographic link. A land which, to the outside world, presents a tapestry woven with diverse colours, cultures and sizes. A tapestry which, if not cared for, nurtured and preserved, would only lead to its.  Herein lies the concept of hemispheric cooperation embodied by the Organization of American States (OAS).

It is within this concept that we in the Caribbean view our commitment to democracy and the security of the hemisphere as the thread that prevents the tapestry from unweaving.

We believe, Mr. Chair, that it is for us to take advantage of the rich diverse blend of our societies and cultures, the abundance of our untapped human and natural resources and the common historical threads which knit us together and use these in our attempt to navigate the wash created by tempestuous international events.

Mr. Chair, the belief that to be successful our attempts must have a common understanding among the states of the hemisphere has given birth to the " declaration on Security in the Americas". A declaration which recognises the diverse nature of the states of the hemisphere, and which does not give any one country the bragging rights to say "They did it my way". For Mr. Chair, we in the Caribbean know that the way of some would be the death knell for many of the Caribbean’s  poor and dispossessed.

We in the Caribbean cannot afford the luxury of conducting the process of hemispheric security in a way which would not benefit all the people of the hemisphere. Because, Mr. Chair, for us, security comprises of not just military protection but also a thriving economy and a sound political system.

To small states, reflection on the question of security immediately brings to mind the word "vulnerability" - a condition created because of deficiencies - deficiencies in our political systems, economic insecurity and lack of military power and equipment.

Mr. Chair, militarily, the Caribbean as a whole is not prepared against outside threat - we lack the military equipment which may be essential toward outside aggressors or to even curb civil unrest. We lack intelligence-gathering machinery to ward off infiltrators. Not only do we lack the equipment, we also lack the manpower and most importantly, the economic means.

Consequently, Mr. Chair, it cannot be debated that economic vulnerability does not play a critical role where the security of small island states are concerned. For those of us who depend on one major market for trading and the export of our raw materials, it is significantly critical. A case in point is the banana industry for the small states of the Caribbean..

Mr. Chair, as our banana industry continues, as predicted, its downward path because of the ruling of the World Trade Organization (WTO) against our secured market, the rate of unemployment has increased, foreign exchange earnings have drastically decreased and the resulting economic and internal instability is evident in many of the Eastern Caribbean islands. For you see, Mr. Chair, the ability to trade and export goods has become a structure of security for us small island states, and once this is lost, our economic security is threatened.

Of course, Mr. Chair, there are other elements which threaten our economic security, e.g., illegal trafficking, production, consumption and abuse of illegal drugs, natural disasters and man-made environmental disasters, but since these have been adequately dealt with in this forum by those who have spoken before me, I will not repeat the points already made.

What concerns me, Mr. Chair, is the reluctance-, encountered by the small states; from some hemispheric states to conclude that small states security concerns are multidimensional and therefore, differential treatment of the subject of security is necessary.

The peculiar characteristics of the Caribbean States which contribute to the vulnerability and susceptibility to risks and threats have been identified from since 1980 at numerous meetings on small states. It has been clearly shown from 1996, that these characteristics are of a political, economic, social and environmental nature. Although not unique to Caribbean island states, their importance has assumed great significance because of the countries' size, openness and inability to manage these threats.

It is not difficult to understand this, when at the meeting to discuss the United Nations Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small States held in Barbados in May of 1994, the United Nations stated:

"Small island developing states are particularly vulnerable to global climate change, climate variability and sea-level rise. As their population, agricultural land and infrastructure tend to be concentrated in the coastal zone, any rise in sea-level will have significant and profound effects on their economies and living conditions; the very survival of certain low-lying countries will be threatened.

"Inundation and loss of land above the high-tide mark may result in the destruction of existing economic infrastructure as well as of existing human settlements. Global climate change may damage coral reefs, alter the distribution of zones of up-welling and affect both subsistence and commercial fisheries production. Furthermore, it may affect vegetation, and saline intrusion may adversely affect freshwater resources. The increased frequency and intensity of the storm events that may result from climate change will also have profound effects on both the economies and the environments of small island states".

These were the conclusions of the studies undertaken by United Nations experts, Mr. Chair, and these are the realities that we small island states have experienced.

So you see, in addressing security, one size does not fit all and increasingly, Mr. Chair, we are seeing that "what is good for the goose is not necessarily good for the gander" consequently  there must be an openness and objectivity of thinking, among the thirty-four states of this hemispheric , body.  Notwithstanding, what has been said, I am convinced, Mr. Chair, that a strong sense of hemispheric cooperation exist here. The declaration which we will approve has to a significant extent, demonstrated that we can rise to the occasion when we so desire, or is it when it is politically expedient?' Mr Chair, the fabric of the tapestry which I mentioned earlier is being stretched and we must take notice.
In conclusion, Mr. Chair, let me on behalf of my Government, thank those who worked assiduously to produce a document which will become a legacy of cooperation in this hemisphere.

Let me also congratulate Ambassador Miguel Luis Cabañas of Mexico under whose leadership an idea was brought to fruition.

I thank you.
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