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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1. At its twenty-third regular session the OAS General Assembly adopted resolution
AG/RES.1237 (XXIII-0/93), titled "Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building
Measures in the Region." It provided for the meeting to be held before the Assembly’s Twenty-fourth
Regular Session.

2. To carry out the General Assembly’s mandate, the Permanent Council, through the
Special Committee on Hemispheric Security, was entrusted with preparing the agenda and drawing
up the working guidelines for the meeting.

3. The purpose of this report is to apprise the General Assembly at its Twenty-fourth
Regular Session of the results achieved in fulfillment of AG/RES. 1237 (XXIII-O/93).

4. Chapter II of the report covers preparatory work for the Meeting of Experts carried
out by the Special Committee, particularly the work at the preparatory meeting held in Washington,
D.C. from November 17 to 19, 1993.

5. Chapter III covers the Meeting of Experts itself, which was held in Buenos Aires from
March 15 to 18, 1994. Chapter III also deals separately with the various topics discussed at the
Meeting of Experts.

6. Chapter IV presents, by way of illustration, a list of measures that could be taken to
enhance confidence and security in the region.

7. Chapter V covers recommendations emanating from the Meeting of Experts, and
includes a draft resolution on the matter to be presented to the General Assembly at its Twenty-fourth
Regular Session.

CHAPTER II

PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES FOR THE MEETING OF EXPERTS ON
CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES IN THE REGION

8. At its meeting on July 14, 1993 the Permanent Council entrusted the mandate
contained in Resolution AG/RES. 1237 (XXI1I1-O0/93) to the Special Committee on Hemispheric
Security.



9. The Committee agreed that it was necessary to give priority treatment to the subject,
and to hold a preparatory meeting for the meeting of experts in order to decide on its scope and
methodology, and facilitate its development.

As a result, the Committee presented a report to the Permanent Council on Nevember 3,
1993, concerning the work procedures, the agenda items and the schedule of the preparatory meeting.

10.  The preparatory meeting for the Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-
Building Measures in the Region was held at the OAS headquarters from November 17 to 19, 1993,
The meeting was chaired by the Chairman of the Special Committee on Hemisphere Security,
Ambassador Herndn Patifio Mayer.

11.  The agenda of the preparatory meeting included the following topics:

a. Establishment of the terms of reference for the meeting.

b. Confidence-building measures; different experiences.

c. Purposes and objectives of the Meeting of Experts (preparation of an annotated
agenda).

d. Determination of the working methodology for the Meeting of Experts.

e Elaboration of the draft agenda for the Meeting of Experts.
f. Agreement on terminology for the Meeting of Experts.

12.  The preparatory session began with remarks by the OAS Secretary General, who
emphasized that "...security has aspects that go beyond military security alone. At this time when
the Organization has given priority to strengthening democracy in the Hemisphere, the concept of
security is closely linked with strengthening the bases for democracy in the Hemisphere..."

~ 13, Imone of its two working groups, the preparatory meeting dealt with item 1 of the
agenda, the establishment of terms of reference for the Meeting of Experts.

The working group was coordinated by the head of the Canadian delegation, Mark Moher,
who said in his statement on the subject:

“...Canada’s approach to building security is rooted in the concept of collective security, a
definition of security which recognizes that the surest way of building peace and stability on our
Hemisphere is through the consolidation of democracy and the rule of law, respect for human rights--
social and political--and sustainable economic development....Building cooperative security means
moving ahead at the same time in all these areas. It also means putting in place frameworks,
mechanisms, and instruments for guiding and managing relations between states and for preventing
and resolving the tense situation. The best time to put such mechanisms in place is when relations



are stable and there is trust, or at least a certain degree of predictability in relations between
states...."”

14.  The head of the U.S. delegation expressed these views:

"...Confidence-building encompasses a broad gamut of relations between states. ...It involves
concrete, well-defined measures aimed at reducing and eliminating causes of mistrust, fear, and
hostilities.... The objective of confidence-building measures is to strengthen international peace and
security and to help promote trust, better understanding and more stable relations among the
nations...."

15.  The second working group dealt with different experiences with regard to confidence-
building measures. It was chaired by the Vice Chairman of the Special Committee on Hemispheric
Security, Ambassador Patrick Lewis of Antigua and Barbuda. The group heard several presentations
by the participating delegations.

16.  Here are extracts of the main points of the statements received during the preparatory
meeting on the range of experiences in this area. The full texts of the statements are appended to
this report.

Argentina:

In its presentation titled "Argentina-Brazil: Bilateral Confidence-Building Measures" the
Argentine delegation described the nuclear accords between the two nations as an example of
rapprochement in this field for the clear purpose of eliminating any mistrust and precluding any
possibility of a nuclear arms race in Latin America.

This rapprochement culminated in November 1990 when the Presidents of the two countries
signed the "Declaration on Argentine-Brazilian Joint Nuclear Policy," in which they opened their
nuclear installations for inspection by each other and agreed on the following bilateral measures:

a. a joint system of reciprocal control over all their nuclear installations;

b. joint negotiations with the International Atomic Energy Agency for a comprehensive
safeguards agreement for both countries;

c. subsequent entry into full force of the Tlatelolco Treaty for both countries, after its
text has been updated and improved.

These accords were fulfilled in short order by the establishment of the Brazilian-Argentine
Agency for Accountability and Control of Nuclear Materials, which has been operational since July
1992.

Concurrent with the verification work of this agency, the Permanent Committee on Nuclear
Policy meets periodically to consider all aspects of the countries’ nuclear policies.



- In its presentation on "Confidence- and Security-Building Measures Between Argentina
and Great Britain" the Argentine delegation summarized the development of bilateral
relations since the tull resumption of those relations between the two countries in
1990.

Establishment of the Argentine-British Group on South Atfantic Affairs provided a mechanism
for periodic meetings to evaluate and adjust the measures agreed upon. This group was replaced in
May 1993 by the Temporary System for Information Sharing, in order to move toward a more
normal situation in the South-west Atlantic. This is an integrated system comprising:

a. a system for direct communication;
b. confidence-building measures;

C. verification;

d. reciprocal visits.

At the same time, the first round of Argentine-British military contacts took place in May
1993 on the following topics:

a. organization and structure of the Defense Ministries and Armed Forces,
b. peacekeeping experiences under United Nations mandates,
c. future contacts between the Defense Ministries and Armed Forces.

Finally, the delegation mentioned the operation of communication links between the continent
and the [Falkland/Malvinas] islands, and the command structure and work procedures for the system.

Brazil:

In its presentation titled "Brazil-Argentina: Bilateral Confidence-Building Measures in the
Area of Arms Control"” the Brazilian delegation underscored measures taken by Brazil and Argentina
in the last eight years on arms control as a unique proeess of confidence-building in a subregional
context.

Critical factors permitting the process were identified as the re-establishment of internal peace
in both countries and the return of civilian democratic governments after long periods of military
regimes, in Argentina in 1983 and in Brazil in 1985.

Complementing the presentation by the Argentine delegation on the nuclear accords, the
Brazilian delegation noted the following confidence-building measures worth emphasizing which the
two countries adopted:



a. the Mendoza Commitment, a tripartite declaration by Argentina, Brazil, and Chile for
a total ban on chemical and biological weapons;

b. a joint presentation to the Disarmament Commission on guidelines for international
transfer of sensitive technology;

c. participation by both countries in a data base of information on military expenditures
and conventional arms (both of which are United Nations initiatives).

The presentation also emphasized that these measures are merely one part of a process in
which the fundamental aspect is initiatives for economic integration and cooperation.

In its final observations it notes that confidence-building measures in the nuclear field and
related areas help overcome mistrust and create opportunities for mutually beneficial and effective
cooperation. In so doing, they play an undoubtedly important role in the process of integration under
way between the two countries.

Central America:

In its joint presentation to the preparatory session, the Guatemalan delegation, speaking for
the region, said that "...for Central America the problem of regional security does not arise in the
context of an intellectual political exercise that seeks to define new regional standards in the light of
transformations in the world context; it is rather an inescapable necessity in the light of a severe
regional political crisis...".

Commitments for national reconciliation, cease-fires, democratization, and free elections stem
from the need to eliminate the source of tensions within each country. Agreements to stop aiding
irregular forces or rebel movements, and for negotiations on security, verification, control, and arms
limits address the sources of tension among the countries.

In terms of eliminating military tension among the countries, Central America has created
significant confidence-building measures, direct first at defusing the current crisis and subsequently
at creating mechanisms that will prevent future crises.

The Tegucigalpa Protocol that established the Central American Integration System, signed
by the six presidents in December 1991, states as one of its purposes: "...to create a new regional
security model based on a reasonable balance of forces, strengthening of civilian authority,
eradication of extreme poverty, promotion of sustained development, and elimination of violence,
corruption, terrorism, drug trafficking, and arms trafficking."

Once the critical moment in the Central American crisis was passed, questions concerning
confidence-building in the region were entrusted to the Security Commission, which set the following
objectives:



a. to ensure that the armed forces of the countries of the region are of a type to defend
the sovereignty, territory, and internal order, and not of an offensive type.

b. to ensure that the armed forces of the countries of the region are in reasonable or
proportional balance in terms of weapons, equipment, and troops, so that they do not
represent a threat to neighboring countries;

c. to define a new model of security relations among the Central American countries,
based on cooperation, coordination, communication, and prevention.

d. to seek commitments concerning foreign military presence in the region.

Throughout its meetings, the Commission dealt with questions such as the guidelines for a
reasonable balance of forces, the completion of inventories of weapons and troops, and establishment
of procedures for control and verification of the accords reached.

Finally, the document points out that the agreements reached by the Security Commission
reflect a broader process of regional political agreement, and can be explained by the success the
countries of the region have achieved in agreements on trade, political, cultural, and other matters.

Chile:

In its presentation the delegation of Chile noted the following general points to be taken into
account when analyzing confidence-building in the subregional area:

a. consolidation of democracy, which is an indispensable factor for dialogue,
rapprochement, and effective integration among the American nations;

b. expansion and liberalization of trade, through the signing and entry into force of
agreements for economic integration or cooperation, or free trade;

c. increased cultural exchange and participation of nongovernmental actors, without
limiting the efforts in the military and governmental spheres.

Among concrete bilateral measures it has taken, Chile noted:

a. with Argentina, through the signing of the Treaty of Peace and Friendship in 1984,
the armed forces have established high-level horizontal contacts, such as the annual
meetings of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Chilean and Argentine navies.

Other confidence measures with Argentina are the installation of a direct telephone line
between the Defense Ministries, professional exchanges between the armed forces of the two
countries, an increase in the number of students in courses of both armed forces, cadet exchanges,
and the study of procedures for bilateral military cooperation to respond to natural disasters in the
border region of both countries.



b. with Peru, the relationship has developed mainly at the institutional level. The most
important element has been the meetings between the senior officers of the Chilean
and Peruvian armed forces.

Confidence-building measures agreed upon include:
- joint naval maneuvers;

- exchange of military personnel for courses, training cruises, historical celebrations,
and other professional activities;

- protocolary and professional meetings of commandants of border bases and naval
zones;

- reciprocal invitations to take part in cultural, artistic, professional, and sports events;
- exchange of magazines and publications of interest to the armed forces;

- facilities for promotion of tourism by military personnel of both countries;

- technical and logistic cooperation.

c. with the United States, Chile mentions in closing the meetings on matters of common
interest held by the defense authorities of Chile and the United States. These
consultation meetings dealt with topics such as cooperation for planning and execution
of relief operations after natural disasters, planning for peacekeeping operations and
cooperation for planning, configuration, and operation of crisis action teams.

Venezuela-Colombia:

The presentation entitled "Experience of Venezuela and Colombia with Confidence-building
Measures” points to the various measures taken by Venezuela and Colombia in the past five years
to establish a system of gradual approaches toward promoting integration and devising suitable
mechanisms for the gradual and practical resolution of the problems existing between the two
countries.

This began with the formation in February 1989 by the Presidents of Venezuela and Colombia
of "specialized committees” to draft conventions and treaties on political, legal, economic, and
security matters.

It was also decided that the two countries’ presidents would hold periodic meetings, and that
their foreign ministers would trade visits.

In terms of military cooperation, the following measures for building confidence between the
two countries should be mentioned:



a. Meetings between the ministers of defense and internal security, as well as
coordination throughout the chain of command.

b. Shared comimunications codes along the entire border and exchange of military plans.

c. Bimonthly meetings and exchange of information between border-area military
commands at every level.

d. Joint military and naval maneuvers outside the border areas.

The presentation underscored the various coordination mechanisms devised to foster
integration, prominent among which are the presidential specialized committees. One of these is
engaged in the demarcation of marine and submarine areas. The other Committee deals with
Colombian-Vernezuelan border affairs aimed at strengthening and energizing cooperation mechanisms
in thie areas of économic and trade integration, customs, transportation, border integration, tourism,
natural resources, energy and mines, education, culture and social welfare, environmental protection,
and protection and aid for indigenous groups.

In conclusion, the document points out that not only are the governments and defense and
security institutiofis strengthened, but civilian participation is also enhanced, thus ensuring the success
of the programs.

17.  As régards point 3 of the agenda for the preparatory session, "Purposes and objectives
of the Meeting of Experts," after extensive debate the delegations agreed that the agenda should
cledrly reflect the priorities assigned to the various aspects. To this end they approved the following
draft agenda to be submitted to the Meeting of Experts.

1. Measures for building and strengthening confidence: significance and objectives.

2. Catalogue and analysis of measures that can contribute to building and strengthening
mutual confidence in the region:

- military measures;
- other measures;
- measures for prevention, management, and peaceful settlement of disputes.

3. Appropriate political context for application of measures to build and strengthen
confidence in the region.

4. The OAS and Hemisphere security
- analysis and outlook;
- mutual confidence measures;

- cooperation with the United Nations on the matter.

5. Latest developments on the subject in the United Nations.



18.  To conclude its work, the preparatory session scheduled the meeting for March 15
through 18, 1994, accepting the offer of Argentina to host it in Buenos Aires.

The Special Committee on Hemispheric Security was entrusted with following up on the work of the
preparatory session, organizing the Meeting of Experts, and extending invitations to various experts
to present papers for the information of the meeting.

19.  In sessions held after the preparatory session, the Special Committee received the
following presentations from experts of nongovernmental organizations with an interest in the subject:

a. Presentation by Dr. James Schear, principal associate of the Henry Stimson Center,
on confidence-building in the Hemisphere: alternatives and options for the
Organization of American States.

b. Presentation by Professor Jack Child,- professor of Latin American Studies at
American University, on confidence-building measures in the Hemisphere with
particular reference to Central America.

c. Presentation by Dr. Paul Stares, member of the Brookings Institution, on Hemisphere
security, cooperative security, and confidence-building measures.

20.  The Special Committee also agreed on the work plan for the Meeting of Experts. It
decided there would be five working groups, one for each topic of the agenda, and following the
statements of the various delegations views would be exchanged in working groups formed for that

purpose. :

CHAPTER 11

MEETING OF EXPERTS ON CONFIDENCE- AND
SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES IN THE REGION

21.  In compliance with the mandate of the twenty-third session of the General Assembly,
the meeting took place in Buenos Aires from March 15 through 18, 1994, under the sponsorship of
the government of Argentina and the Organization of American States.

22.  The meeting was inaugurated by Argentina’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, International
Trade, and Worship, Guido di Tella. In his opening address, he said:

"...By holding this meeting we are demonstrating our conviction that the regional organization
" must give serious and effective consideration to matters of hemispheric security....Our region is
clearly a zone of peace, and in the last decade there have been important advances in the
consolidation of democracy, respect for human rights, and cultural, political, and economic
integration. Today the Hemisphere is prepared to move toward a new security system, based on
prevention and cooperation, undergirded by confidence-building....Cooperation for peace and
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development of actions in the security field are indispensable to maintain the pace of progress in the
social, economic, and political integration of the Americas...".

23.  The meeting then held a closed preliminary session chaired by Ambassador Herndn
Patifio Mayer, Chairman of the Special Committee on Hemispheric Security, to agree on the officers
of the meeting, the draft agenda, and the work schedule.

24. At the plenary session following the preliminary meeting, Argentina’s Deputy
Secretary for Foreign Policy, Ambassador Rogelio Pfirter, was elected chairman of the meeting.

The following persons were elected as vice-presidents:

First Commiittee: Ambassador David Peel, Canada.

Second Commiittee: Ambassador Patrick Lewis, Antigua and Barbuda.
Third Committee: Mr. Jorge Burgos, Chile.

Fourth Committee: Mr. Norman Wulf, United States.

Fifth Committee: Ambassador Hugo Palma, Peru.

Brazilian delegate Paulo Cordeiro de Andrade Pinto was elected rapporteur of the meeting.

25. The work of the First Committee, chaired by the head of the Canadian delegation,
Ambassador David Peel, dealt with measures for building and strengthening confidence: their
significance and objectives.

26. In its presentation, the U.S. delegation stated:

"...Confidence-building measures are concrete, well-defined steps that contribute to reducing,
or in some cases even to eliminating, causes of mistrust, fear, tension, and hostility through greater
openness and clarity in the military area.... The scope of the measures must respond to the specific
needs and conditions of the region in question.... The seriousness, sincerity, and security of a state’s
commitment to confidence-building can be demonstrated only through the constant, regular, and total
application of measures and policies that encourage confidence...".

27.  The delegation of Canada said in its presentation:

"...Our ability to create and consolidate mutual trust will depend not only on the mechanisms
that may be developed to verify or register weapons or troops. It will depend fundamentally on the
definitive consolidation of democratic institutions in the Hemisphere....This is the common starting
point for the task before us: our commitment to strengthen democracy in the Hemisphere....As we
take up questions concerning security we must be aware of the complexity of the concept and the
diversity of the OAS member states....whose asymmetry in area, population, military and economic
capacity may lead to confusion and erroneous interpretations....For this reason perception that the
message transmitted is the same as the one received is a key element in confidence-building...".

28.  Inthe document prepared by Ambassador Patifio Mayer, the Argentine delegation said:



- 11 -

"...Prevailing conditions in our Hemisphere make it possible to have confidence-building
measures that go beyond prevention of armed conflicts to encompass cultural, social, political, or
economic decisions that contribute to strengthening of cooperation among the states....We could say
that confidence-building measures in the Americas are of an integral nature; the individual
components do not engender credibility by themselves, but their interaction produces the desired
effects....Confidence-building measures of a military nature, from the most modest to the most
ambitious, contribute to a lessening of mistrust, fear, and error, thereby helping to consolidate efforts
in the same direction that are undertaken in the social, economic, and political fields. ...Although they
may not resolve all conflicts, by establishing certain mutually accepted standards of conduct with
reciprocal obligations, which can be evaluated and verified, they contribute to rapprochement and
reduce tension attributable to erroneous perceptions...".

In conclusion, he adds that: "...because they involve different situations, confidence-building
measures do not present a single model. They emanate from practices and behavior conditioned by
the historical reality in which they were born...".

29.  The document presented by the delegation of Peru concerning point 1 of the agenda
states:

"...Peru feels that now, as in the past, confidence-building measures to dissipate any type of
threat to security whatsoever is a matter of interest to all the countries and should stimulate special
concern and action by developing countries. They must give priority to their security, in the sense
of defending their sovereignty, but also in the sense of making themselves viable, consolidating their
democratic process, combating poverty and other scourges such as terrorism, drug trafficking, and
protecting the environment and human rights.... The current political context of hemispheric relations
is conducive to identification and adoption of additional measures that are naturally encompassed in
confidence-building measures...".

The document goes on to say: "...confidence-building, strictly speaking, is obviating the
possibility of contlict. More broadly, it is creating conditions for reduction of arms and military
expenditures and for disarmament....Confidence-building is an inducement to perceive the exact
nature of a given fact or act, and stimulates belief in a state’s trustworthiness....It should therefore
be directly linked to policies and practices that encourage peace, cooperation, good will, and joint
action...".

30.  The meeting also received a presentation from the government of Trinidad and Tobago
in the following terms:

"...it is almost axiomatic that the definition of security, in the Caribbean context, cannot be
limited to matters of military aggression or threats. The definition must be broad enough to include
any threat to a state’s ability to enjoy democracy or the functioning of democratic institutions.
Furthermore, in the context of Caribbean security, priority must be accorded to economic security.

...In the military area we could consider, for example, the idea of a regional military
component that would aid countries who face threats to their democracy and stability.
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...the Caribbean region has historically been an unwilling strategic platform during periods
of conflict between our neighbors of north and south.

...We are firmly committed to the concept of confidence- and security-building measures in
the Hemisphere, and to that end some of the following points might be dealt with in the course of
our deliberations:

- promotion of demonstrated political will to prevent or peacefully resolve conflicts;

- continuous bilateral and multilateral dialogue among the states, with a view to
preventing and easing conflicts;

- promotion of specific hemispheric mechanisms to assess conflict risk and an agenda
for timely action;

- subregional confidence-building measures to supplement regional ones;

- resolution of concerns over the role and mandate of the Inter-American Defense
Board.

31.  With respect to item 1 of the agenda, the document containing the statements made by
the delegation of Mexico at the meeting indicates that "the Delegation of Mexico has a deeply held
opinion that the principal and basic preconditions for confidence are a specific and formal
commitment by each member state of the Organization to expressly renounce the threat and use of
force, and to settle disputes peacefully in accordance with international law, as expected by all the
countries of the Hemisphere and humanity itself.

These conditions are so essential that the absence of such commitments not only undermines
confidence, but, in and of itself, negates whatever progress and contributions that might arise from
other measures, however imaginative and novel they may be.

This confidence originates precisely in the desire to avert conflict; without it, other measures
are merely complementary, and hence useless....in order to contribute to the efforts being made in
this particular area, the delegation of Mexico considers that once a commitment is made and a
decision taken to peacefully settle disputes, confidence-building measures, beyond those traditionally
linked to all aspects of disarmament, must stem from express agreements among the parties directly
concerned, since a priori measures rarely tit the precise requirements of a particular circumstance.”

32.  Atthe conclusion of the First Committee’s deliberations, Ambassador Peel summarized
them in these terms:

a. confidence-building measures must be seen in a broad political context;

b. confidence-building measures may form part of a security strategy of individual
countries, but the must also reflect the security concerns of all participants;
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c. OAS member states have positive cooperative relations, and Latin America is one of
the world’s least armed regions;

d. there is presently a high degree of confidence among the member states;
e. there are definite possibilities for development of cooperation and regional integration.

In this context the OAS should consider confidence-building measures for the purpose of
strengthening yet further the good relations among the countries of the region.

33. It was also recognized that the concept of security is not purely a military matter. The
concept embraces various elements, including economic, social, and development-related topics, and
the threats posed among other things by arms trafficking, drugs, and environmental problems.

34, There was a consensus that confidence-building measures cannot be imported from
other regions. They must be developed within the Hemisphere or, at least, suitably adapted to
respond to hemispheric conditions. The measures can be of various types--bilateral, developed within
subregional groups, or of a broader, multilateral nature. -

35. It was finally noted that the work of the OAS should complement and not duplicate
work undertaken by the United Nations.

36. The work of the Second Committee was chaired by Ambassador Patrick Lewis of
Antigua and Barbuda, and began with an introduction by the Chairman of the Committee on
Hemispheric Security, who recalled the presentations made during the preparatory session on the
various experiences with confidence-building measures.

He also noted that the specific characteristics of the Hemisphere, especially its dedication to
understanding and peaceful relations among countries, afford an opportunity to develop a regional
catalogue without simply copying foreign models.

37.  The Committee heard statements from the delegations of Peru, the United States,
Brazil, Argentina, Canada, Venezuela, Trinidad and Tobago, Colombia, Bolivia, and Uruguay, and
from the observers from Spain and France.

38.  Among the presentations circulated regarding this agenda topic, the Peruvian delegation
recalled that the Declaration of Ayacucho was the basis for holding in Lima the First Meeting of
Experts on Arms Limitation, which was attended by experts from Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,
Peru, and Venezuela.

It was later agreed to hold tripartite meetings. During these, the following agreements were
reached:

a. Ratification of the Cooperative Agreement for Promotion of Peace and Friendship
among the armed forces of Bolivia, Chile, and Peru, sighed in 1976.
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b. Draft procedures for the exchange of information, consultation, and meetings.

c. Sports, post-graduate, and academic exchanges among the military services of the
three countries.

Following the severing of diplomatic relations between Chile and Bolivia in 1976 the meetings
were bilateral, involving Peru and Bolivia.

The presentation also included a summary of confidence-building measures undertaken by
Peru with Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, and Ecuador.

39.  Another of the presentations on this topic was that of Bolivia, which contained the
following points:

"...Side by side with regional policies for economic cooperation, military capabilities must
be meshed in a collective security system that goes beyond individual states to function on a regional
level....In this regard, we think that confidence-building measures by our countries to dispel
perceptions of interstate threat--in some cases unjustified and in others correctable--contribute to
hemispheric unity and cooperation....We therefore believe that each country’s security consists in
offering security to the rest, projecting the certainty that it will in no case resort to military force in
interstate relations....To this end, the principal aspect of confidence-building is the correction of
reciprocal perceptions that give rise in many cases to irrational competition and hostilities...".

40.  Another presentation made to the Meeting of Experts on this topic was the one
presented by the delegation of Colombia, titled "Colombia’s Experience: Colombia’s Commissions
on Friendship and Integration with its Neighbors (Venezuela-1989; Ecuador-1989; Panama-1992;
Brazil and Peru-1994)"

This document states: "...the mechanism of the Commissions on Friendship and Integration
has been drawn up on the basis of identified bilateral interests, with instruments for prevention of
and adequate reaction to situations that threaten shared values.

These instruments are various agreements on measures for binational action with a view to
preventing and neutralizing situations that could entail risks shared in economic integration, increased
trade, judicial cooperation, immigration control, etc.

41.  The document describes the operation of the Friendship Commissions, chaired by the
Foreign Ministers, which meet alternately in the two countries, with a frequency determined by the
vitality of the process.

For greater efficiency, operational follow-up is entrusted to binational technical subcommittees

that are organized in accordance with the various topics on the agenda.

42. In the document containing its statements, the delegation of Mexico referred to this
point, indicating that "it is the view and position of this delegation that without a
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welldefined concept of hemispheric security, and without the old threats or clearly
identified new ones, the measures, singly or as a group, become imprecise and
blurred.... Positive experiences with confidence-building measures employed in the
peace process in Central America and in cooperative efforts toward integration
between Brazil and Argentina suggest that such approaches are effective, and that they
should be applied mutatis mutandis to similar situations as they arise and recorded in
the annals of our Organization as a successful way to promote peace and confidence.”

43,  After describing the operation of the commissions, the document notes these
conclusions:

a. Colombia has met the challenge of coherent configuration of its own security spaces;

b. The Friendship Commissions have medium- and long-range objectives of confidence-
building in the region.

c. Decision-making in the Commissions is by consensus.

44.  As aresult of the various observations presented in the course of the meeting, it was
agreed to establish a working group entrusted with drawing up an illustrative list of measures that
could be used for confidence- and security-building.

The resulting list is presented in Chapter IV of this report.

45. The work of the Third Committee on the political context for application of measures
for strengthening and deepening confidence in the region was chaired by Deputy Secretary for War
of Chile’s Defense Ministry, Mr. Jorge Burgos.

46. The delegation of Mexico in its statement on this point said that: "Regarding a
favorable context for confidence-building measures in the region, the resurgence and spread of
democracy, of economic growth, and of trade activity in the region are in themselves reflections of
confidence, not of a lack thereof.

47. In the course of its work, the Committee circulated a document prepared by the
delegation of Argentina, which stated among other things that the following points are essential in
defining the subject:

a. the end of the cold war, international detente, and disarmament agreements;

b. shared values in the region, emerging from the prevalence of democracy, which are
reflected in:

- market economic policies and progress toward economic integration of
countries of the region;

- new perspectives in civilian-military relationships.
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In this regard, he added that: "...the political context resulting from the democratic consensus
permits unprecedented advances in our Hemisphere, in the economic field as well as in
security....The willingness to move toward new forms of regional security shows clear political
vision consonant with the objective of consolidating democracy, building new cooperative security
spaces in the region, and strengthening regional accords to contribute to global security and the
objective of international peace and security...".

48.  The Chairman of the Third Committee summarized the discussion of this topic, noting
the following:

- mention was made of the European experience with confidence-building measures,
although they cannot automatically be transplanted to our region.

- identified as elements of the new political context were the end of the cold war, shared
democratic values, the process of increasing economic and trade integration, and new
perspectives in civilian-military relationships, which make it possible to develop truly
permanent state policies.

- concerning future measures in this regard, it was noted that it is niecessary to take into
account the current institutions and different situations in the subregions of thie
Hemisphere, as well as their effects on each of them. '

- among obstacles to this favorable context, the Committee participants mentioned
factors such as social uprisings, drug trafficking, and terrorism, all of which can have
even international repercussions.

- it was considered desirable to distinguish between strengthening of confidence-building
measures as such and the system of hemispheric security.

- it was agreed that the region has a great wealth of contributions to the topic of security
and confidence-building. What is needed is to analyze what we have and organize the
set of initiatives to define the general framework for discussion of confidence- and
security-building measures in response to the new international situation.

- the democratization of our nations, bilateral and multilateral accords on free trade, and
gradual resolution of border disputes are creating conditions for a legal and political
framework conducive to mutual confidence.

- intensification of the measures must take into account the multiplicity and complexity
of the factors involved. Today’s mission is to create an atmosphere of solidly based,
lasting measures.

49, ‘_ The Fourth Committee, which considered "The OAS and Hemispheric Security,” was
chaired by Mr. Norman Wulf, Assistant Director for nonproliferation and regional arms control of
the ACDA (Arms Control and Disarmament Agency).
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50.  Delegations made oral and written contributions to the discussion of the topic. Some
of the points raised are noted below. ~

51.  Inadocument titled "The Role of the Organization of American States in Hemispheric
Security” the representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the OAS, Ambassador Lewis, noted:

"...the principle of multilateralism must be overreaching and all member states must commit
themselves to that ideal. We must insist on the significance and importance of the principle of
multilateralism in the operations of the OAS. The importance of multilateralism can in truth only be
appreciated if it serves the hemispheric community in times of crisis and tension....The problem of
drug-trafficking would appear now to be the most destabilizing factor in the region....The problem
undoubtedly demands a vigorous international response but it is up to the Americas to deal with it
regionally before making global commitments. :

...It will be necessary to design machinery for collective security very carefully. It could
consist of subregional security systems linked in a broader general system,

...Positive collective action in the Hemisphere is the best vehicle for safeguarding the principle
of multilateralism in matters of hemispheric security. The OAS is the only organ that can
realistically follow this path. Therefore, it is up to the countries of the Americas to build on the
progress achieved in 1991, ensuring that representative democracy is the indispensable condition for
peace, stability, and development...".

52.  Forits part, in its consolidated statements the delegation of Mexico emphasizes, among
other ideas:

"....we have as a starting point for our work an undefined and practically nonexistent *new
concept of hemispheric security.” Although reference has been made to some ‘new threats,” by no
means agreed upon by all, these threats are not military in nature or origin. The delegation of
Mexico has some problems with the Meeting’s approach to its topic, because it is proceeding to draw
up a list, or catalog, of military confidence-building measures without having previously identified
the military threats that must be reduced or neutralized.

The sensitive nature and importance of our work requires first that we ourselves understand
why we must abandon the old concept of hemispheric security and, in such an event, why we must
propose a new one, and, second, that we identify which threats we want to prevent, so as to devise
specific measures to counteract current or potential threats and thus foster and build that confidence,
which, by the way, the states in the region have themselves been trying to generate spontaneously
for several years now..

...Jt is clear that the countries of the Americas, in unified fashion and working together
through the OAS, will be prepared to observe developments in the region so as to react in a timely
fashion to well-defined threats and risks. Nonetheless, we must vigilantly avoid being held
responsible or even culpable by mere allegation, such as the charge that because a few of our
countries have managed to reduce the burden of their foreign debt a little, and have thus increased
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their domestic product, that fact alone means that they are more interested in arming themselves than
in raising their peoples’ standard of living by increasing social spending.

We consider the double standard used in the drug and arms. trafficking problem as’ being
equally unfaxr The pnmary focus of antxdrug efforts is the producer and the trafficker, and the
consumer is tolerated, even "understood,"” while in the arms problem, neither the producer or the
trafficker is accused, but the buyer is. In both cases, the responsible parties are in the same
countries: the poorest ones."

53.  Inits presentation on the subject, the delegation of the United States expressed these
points: ' '

..The OAS, through the General Assembly, Permanent Council, and Special Committee on
Hemlspherlc Security, has established a solid basis for consideration of hemlspherlc security and arms
control, mcludmg conhdence- and security- building mechanisms and cooperation with the United
Nations in these areas.

The OAS can take advantage of this excellent work to go even further, by way of:

a. a more complete contribution to world openness and transparency by participating in
the United Nations Register of Conventional Weapons;

b. the OAS can use the United Nations Register of Conventional Weapons and the United
Nations Unified International Information on Military Expenditures as a starting point
and take advantage of these existing measures to agree on their use as bilateral or
regional confidence-building measures;

c. study the feasibility of establishing a system of communication among member states
of the OAS to facilitate exchange of mformatlon on confidence-building measures,
installing a red telephone line for the purpose...

54. In the document circulated by the Argentine delegation on the topxc Ambassador
Patifio Mayer noted among other points that:

. The OAS faces the difficult but indispensable mission of updating its activities and
1nst1tut10ns in the security area to reflect the changing and uncertain post-war context;

..Identification of common values and interests must be accompanied by the will to- protect
them through multilateral action channeled through the regional organization;

..This new system of genuinely hemispheric security must dovetail with the universal system
of the Umted Natxons and serve as a first instance of effective treatment of questions of peace and
security that may affect the region;

..Relations of the regional organ to the world organization must be rooted in the provisions
of Chapter VIII of the United Nations Charter;
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...Progress and deepening of confidence-building measures must be a critical step in the
process of reshaping the hemispheric security system;

...The system we envision is within the doctrinal framework of cooperative security, as the
most appropriate concept for prevention and solution of conflicts through institutionalized multilateral
action;

... This process should encompass, among others, the following possibilities:

a. creation of a center for prevention, management, and resolution of disputes and
conflicts, without prejudice to existing ad-hoc mechanisms which have shown their
effectiveness;

b. convocation of an inter-American conference of Defense Ministers;

c. redefinition of the role and juridical-institutional structure of the Inter-American

Defense Board;
d. restructuring of the Inter-American Defense College."

55.  The presentation by the delegation of Venezuela included, among others, the following
concepts:

“...this Organization’s top priority and most urgent task is the topic of hemispheric security:
its definition, scope, and objectives are essential elements for a system that will govern peaceful
relations among states and contribute to protection of their common interests.

...we must emphasize that this new concept of security must factor in the changes that have
occurred in the term ’threat’, giving priority to management of threats that most seriously affect the
stability of our nations.

...building on what we have noted above, our delegation shares the view on the need to define
the hemispheric security system, basing it on reciprocal confidence, mutual understanding, interaction
of the arm ed forces, and defense of the common interests of our nations. We are convinced that
this new scheme can strengthen cooperation and regional integration in the current regional and
global context.

...it would be timely to insist on the urgency of formally defining the status of the IADB and
its possible insertion in the inter-American system. The government of Venezuela is evaluating the
future role of the IADB and the new functions it could carry out to benefit peace and hemispheric
security. "

56.  Inhis summary of the discussions in the Fourth Committee the chairman said they had
demonstrated the delegations’ interest in the following aspects:
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a. The OAS is the principal multilateral organ in the Hemisphere. The UN is the
universal multilateral organ. Both organizations should use their comparative
advantages to confront challenges to hemispheric security and build regional peace and
security.

b. The OAS has among its purposes the preservation of the security of the states in the
region and the region itself, the protection of human rights, and the promotion of
economic growth.

c. Tilegal traffic of drugs and weapons poses a critical security problem.
d. It is necessary to update the OAS machinery, including the Inter-American Defense
Board.

57. In his summary Mr. Wulf mentioned some of the specific suggestions made for
implementation of these conclusions.

58.  The Fifth Committee, chaired by Ambassador Hugo Palma of Peru, considered the
topic "Latest Developments in the United Nations on Confidence-Building Measures.” The discussion
was preceded by an introduction by the chairman of the Committee on Hemispheric Security,
Ambassador Patifio Mayer.

59. The delegation of Peru circulated a document by Ambassador Palma, titled "Latest
Developments in Confidence-Building Measures in the Sphere of the United Nations." In it he made
these points, among others:

"...A broad examination of confidence-building measures in the sphere of the United Nations
underscores the importance and priority of measures of a military nature, but notes that confidence
cannot be based exclusively on measures of a military nature.

...At the request of the General Assembly ECOSOC took up the promotion of confidence-
building in international economic relations.

...Although it could not establish a precise orientation to continue its work, it considered that
three types of measures were needed:

a. reaffirmation of the basic principles and standards, and instruments for governing
international economic relations, such as the UN Charter,

b. measures to reactivate international cooperation for growth and development, broaden
trade, and establish financial and monetary relations, and progress in negotiations for
reduction of military expenditures,

c. new measures to promote mechanisms for consultation, negotiation, and settlement of
economic disputes.
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...Through these substantive matters, the United Nations has dealt with confidence-building
measures on various occasions and in various contexts.

...In 1993 the General Assembly adopted a resolution on the Agenda for Peace, with special
reference to preventive diplomacy and related issues. The section on confidence-building invites the
member states and regional organizations to transmit their experiences in confidence-building,
supports the Secretary General’s willingness to carry on consultations on the subject, and encourages
him to consult with parties to disputes that could compromise the peace.

...In conclusion it could be noted that the United Nations currently has attached great
importance to confidence-building and over the years has engaged in efforts to study and better
understand the concept.

...The United Nations considers that the measures are desirable in the framework of
confidence-building measures whose consistent and permanent application will be self-fulfilling and
facilitate the creation of contexts for peaceful settlement of disputes...".

60. In his summary of the work of the Fifth Committee, the Chairman summarized the
principal points of the above-mentioned presentation, indicating that the Meeting of Experts had taken
due note thereof.

CHAPTER IV

ILLUSTRATIVE LIST OF MEASURES THAT COULD BE TAKEN
TO BUILD CONFIDENCE AND SECURITY

61.  As noted above, as a result of the discussion in the Second Committee and the initiative
of the Argentine delegation, a working group open to all delegations was formed to prepare an
illustrative list of measures that could be taken to build confidence and security.

62.  The working group was chaired by General Antonio Fichera of Argentina. After
several working sessions it compiled the following list:

L POLITICAL MEASURES

1. increase in joint policy planning at appropriate levels for consideration of matters of
common interest;

2. promotion of legislative contacts for discussion of security questions;
3. study of appropriate measures to effectively honor the solemn commitments to peace,

non-use of force in international relations, respect for international law, and peaceful
settlement of disputes; '
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reiteration that representative democracy is the indispensable condition for peace;

political overtures that demonstrate the purpose of promoting peace and inter-
American cooperation in its multiple facets;

closer cooperation for eradication of transnational criminal activities that affect peace
and democracy;

strengthening of regional cooperation programs to respond to natural disasters, in
coordination with existing organizations;

prioritization of joint development projects, particularly in border areas;
adequate access to technology for satellite sensing;

increase in cooperation on environmental issues.

DIPLOMATIC MEASURES

introduction of courses in foreign service institutes on disarmament, arms limitation,
and related topics;

holding of academic seminars with participation of diplomats and military officers on
various topics under the broad umbrella of security;

establishment of special offices or sections on these subjects in the foreign ministries,
to which diplomats from other countries could be detailed for study tours;

increase current levels of exchanges in diplomatic training institutions.

EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL MEASURES

promotion of studies on disarmament, security, and development;

development of regional and international support for educational and cultural studies
on peace and development;

studies and research, preferably done jointly with protfessional groups from other
countries, on topics related to security and defense;

seminars on the responsibility of the media in forming and guiding publi¢ opinion on
security questions.
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MILITARY MEASURES

CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES RELATING TO TROOP AND
ARMY DEPLOYMENT

1.

advance notification of maneuvers that their own units or those of third countries
undertake within a certain distance from coasts and borders;

advance notification of identitication, planned route, and purpose of military units that
are expected to be within a certain distance;

radio contact between border forces, through periodic communications, in order to
coordinate activities undertaken by all organs at the border, thus obviating the
possibility of tension through misunderstanding;

meetings of naval and air officials to deal with navigation issues;

invitations to armed forces of neighboring countries to send observers to maneuvers
and troop exercises carried out in areas near the respective borders.

CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES RELATING TO
INFORMATION EXCHANGE

1.

strengthening of machinery for information and cooperation on search and rescue
operations;

periodic meetings of the general staffs of the armed forces;
exchange of information on military budgets;

exchange of information on production and/or purchase of new equipment and
weapons;

exchange of information on military doctrine and organization;
more active participation in the United Nations Register of Conventional Weapons and

the instrument for standardized international presentation of reports of military
expenditures.

CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES RELATING TO PERSONAL
EXCHANGE

1.

personal exchange visits to military units.
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D. CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES RELATING TO
COMMUNICATIONS

1.

1.

direct and frequent communication between authorities with a view to ensuring the
exchange of information that will permit comprehensive reciprocal understanding of
military activities.

CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES RELATING TO CONTACTS

normal safety procedures when naval and air units are in operation, in accordance with
the international agreements in force;

sharing of experiences on:

peacekeeping operations;
analysis of specific problems of mutual interest.

F. CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES RELATING TO TRAINING
AND EDUCATION

1.

5.

exchange of military personnel of various ranks on diverse subjects, such as:

survival training,

confidence- and security-building measures training,

general staft and higher level courses,

military training and refresher courses,

exchange of basic information on confidence- and security building measures,
exchange of cadets, students, and advisers;

joint activities of military academies;
visits and exchange of chiefs and units of the respective armed forces;

exchange of specialized military personnel in areas of personnel, intelligence,
operations, logistics, civil affairs, data processing, and other areas of interest:

joint training exercises with armed forces of other countries.

Finally, the working group expressed interest in considering the possibility and desirability of
a follow-up study on verification of confidence-building measures.
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It should be added thét when discussing this matter the working group said it would

be useful for the Special Committee on Hemispheric Security to add to this list a chapter on measures
of an economic nature.

64.

In this regard, the chairman suggested this draft list of economic measures for

consideration by the member states and possible addition to the list approved by the Meeting of

Experts:

65.

joint economic development projects, especially in the border areas;
establishment of free trade zones and processes of economic integration;

reaffirmation of the basic principles, standards, and instruments of international
economic relations;

measures to reactivate international cooperation for growth and development;

establishment of mechanisms for consultation, negotiation, and settlement of economic
disputes;

implementation of measures to liberalize and expand trade, eliminating trade barriers
that may exist;

measures favoring free circulation of the factors of production.
Abstention from exercising policies, carrying out activities, and taking measures
adversely affecting the development of other member states.

CHAPTER V

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEETING OF EXPERTS ON

CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES IN THE REGION

At its final plenary session the Meeting of Experts approved the following

recommendations:

"The experts agree to recommend through the Chairman of the Meeting to the appropriate
entities of the Organization of American States that they consider the following points:

1.

To have the Special Committee on Hemispheric Security continue studying confidence-
building issues and other matters, including peaceful settlement of disputes and conflict
prevention. :

To recommend that the member states put in practice several confidence-building
measures, at the appropriate level and in the way they deem best.
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3. To recommend to the member states that they regularly notify the appropriate entities
in the OAS of the confidence-building measures they have taken.

4. To entrust the Permanent Council, through the Special Committee on Hemispheric
Security, with following up on the Buenos Aires meeting by compiling a
comprehensive and systematic inventory of confidence-building measures in use in the
Hemisphere, so that they can become more widely known, better understood, and
more easily adopted at the bilateral, subregional, and hemispheric levels.

5. To pursue consultations within the OAS with a view to holding in 1995 a Regional
Conference on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures in the Region, which
Chile has offered to host.

6. To strongly encourage application of the recommendations contained. in resolution
AG/RES. 1179 and other pertinent resolutions of the General Assembly.

66. After adoption of these recommendations, the provisional report of the Rapporteur of
the Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-building Measures in the Region was approved.
The Meeting then held its closing session, which was addressed by the President of Argentina, Dr.
Carlos Saiil Menem, and by the Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Jodo Clemente Baena
Soares, who made the following remarks: "...as evidenced by the deliberations of the past days,
there are certain general factors to be taken into account in the context of security. First and
foremost, it must be affirmed that security can only be based upon the absolute rule of international
law. No measure or set of measures can more greatly contribute to enhancing trust among peoples
and safeguarding their peace and security than the application of legal provisions agreed to by the
states in participatory decision-making processes and ratified and put into effect by their
governments.

"The Hemisphere, like the world, has changed radically and extremely rapidly in recent years.
Hence it is imperative to adapt the legal instruments to the circumstances of today. A model of such
adaptation has been the updating of the OAS Charter, carried out through procedures devised and
agreed to in advance, which has incorporated new aims and provisions. Amendment of international
instruments by agreement among the parties thereto is the appropriate course. In this area it is not
advisable to employ creative interpretations that might be suitable in other areas..."

Dr. Carlos Sail Menem, President of the Argentine Republic, stated that "confidence and
security go hand-in-hand when neighbors have similar viewpoints and think alike. This is the deeper
meaning of this meeting of the countries of this Hemisphere; of a Hemisphere striving tirelessly for
integration; a Hemisphere which through its men and women is seeking to establish, in the
framework of democracy and freedom, relations banishing once and for all any form of military or
armed conflict, to make way conclusively for peace. A peace which, of course, not only presupposes
a lack of conflict or an absence of military contlict but also depends on development, on growth, on
this Hemisphere’s enormous potential in natural and human resources. There still exist large pockets
of poverty, of structural poverty and the poverty that accompanies marginality. The poverty that
accompanies marginality is what concerns us the most: this destitution springing from the lack of
work and the lack of opportunities for people to better their lives in communities that need to be
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developed. And if we want to move forward in the realm of security and trust in order to ensure
peace, it is imperative that we also come to grips with this scourge which afflicts many regions of
our Hemisphere. Integration for integration’s sake is no use. Integration for development, for
growth, that’s the integration we are after, and diplomacy is an essential factor in accomplishing that
purpose. Cooperative diplomacy based on the solidarity that should prevail in our peoples, and
preventive diplomacy designed to avert confrontations that can become irreversible and irreparable.

"...It is imperative, then, to expand confidence based on the measures fashioned at this experts’
meeting. On the strength of that confidence security can become a reality as well.

"...It is therefore gratifying to this president to see civilians and the military united in the same
cause, the cause of freedom and the cause of democracy to obtain peace. A peace that is drawing
perceptibly closer, despite all the conflicts in other parts of the world."”

67. The following text is a draft resolution that could be considered by the twenty-fourth
regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

April 25, 1994
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

 CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES IN THE REGION

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN:

The report of the rapporteur of the Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building
Measures in the Region, held in Buenos Aires in March 1994 (SEGRE/doc.42/94 rev. 1), and

The Report of the Permanent Council on the fulfillment of Resolution AG/RES. 1237 (XXIII-
0/93) "Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-building Measures in the Region" (AG/doc.
/194),

RECALLING:

Its decision, contained in the Santiago Commitment, to initiate a process of consultation on
hemispheric security in the light of the new conditions in the region and the world, from an updated
and comprehensive perspective of security and disarmament, including the subject of all forms of
proliferation of conventional weapons and instruments of mass destruction, so that the largest possible

volﬁme of fésources may be devoted to the economic and social development of the member states;

Its Resolutions AG/RES. 1121 (XXI-O/91) and AG/RES. 1123 (XXI-O/91) on the
strengthening of peace and security of the Hemisphere, and Resolutions AG/RES. 1179 and 1180
(XXII-0/92) on cooperation for hemispheric security; and
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Resolution AG/RES. 1237 (XXIII-O/93), which convened the Meeting of Experts on

Confidence- and Security-building Measures in the Region;
RECOGNIZING:

That the strengthening of peace and security in the Hemisphere is one of the essential purposes
of the OAS, and that socioeconomic development and cooperation among the member states are

essential for the attainment of that goal;

That the regional and subregional integration processes, as well as the sharing of information
and experiences and the enhancement of consultation and cooperation mechanisms, encourage the

promotion of security and stability in the region;

That security- and confidence-building measures work toward preventing potential sources of

conflict and thus contribute to efforts to strengthen peace and security;

The contributions made by the states of the Americas to global and regional security through
arms control measures and consultations, including the OAS Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and
Security-Building Measures in the Region, which was hosted by the Government of Argentina; and
the generous offer made by the Government of Chile to host a Regional Conference on Confidence-

and Security-building Measures in the Region in 1995; and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the report and work done at the Meeting of Experts on
Cbnfidence- and Security-building Measures in the Region, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from
March 15 to 18, 1994, which has identified a series of proposed confidence- and security-building

measures which merit due consideration,
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RESOLVES:

1. To note with satisfaction the report of the Permanent Council on the fulfillment of
Resolution AG/RES. 1237 (XXIII-0/93) "Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-building
Measures in the Region,” underscoring the positive work done at that Meeting, which was held in
Argentina; and to thank the Government of the Argentine Republic for its successful organization of

the meeting.

2. To recognize the timeliness of and need for greater dialogue on security topics and
cooperation on this subject among the nations of the Hemisphere, in light of the new international

situation.

3. To continue, through the Special Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent
Council, the study of confidence-building issues; of matters including the peaceful settlement of
disputes and conflict prevention, in accordance with the principle of respect for the full effect of
international law; and of existing legal and political agreements on the bilateral, regional, and

subregional levels.

4. To recommend to the member states that they implement confidence-building measures,
at the appropriate level and in any way they deem suitable, and that they regularly report to the

appropriate OAS bodies on the implementation of such measures.

5. To instruct the Permanent Council to follow up on the process initiated in Buenos
Aires, through the Special Committee on Hemispheric Security, by compiling a comprehensive and
s‘ystematic inventory of confidence-building measures used in the Hemisphere, with a view to
disseminating and enhancing understanding of them, as well as facilitating their adoption and

implementation at the bilateral, subregional, and hemispheric levels.

6. To pursue consultations within the OAS toward convening for 1995 a Regional
Conference on Confidence- and Security-building Measures in the Region, which Chile has offered

to host.
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7. To strongly encourage implementation of the recommendations contained in Resolution

AG/RES. 1179 and other pertinent General Assembly resolutions.

8. To ask the Permanent Council to report to the Twenty-fifth Regular Session of the

General Assembly on the fulfillment of this resolution.

9. To transmit this resolution to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

AGP-0061.941(13)



