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The Member States of the Organization of American States, meeting in Kingstown, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, on the occasion of the Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States, 

Reiterate the statement in the Declaration of Santiago on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, adopted in 1995 in Santiago, Chile, that "confidence- and security-building measures must be adapted to the geographic, political, social, cultural and economic conditions of each region, and they have their own scope…";


Reiterate also the recognition in the Declaration of San Salvador on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, adopted in 1998 in San Salvador, that "… the concept of security for the small island states of the Hemisphere is multidimensional in scope, involving state and non-state actors, and includes political, economic, social, and natural components.  The small island states have concluded that among the threats to their security are illegal drug trafficking, the illegal trade in arms, increasing levels of crime and corruption, environmental and economic vulnerability, particularly in relation to trade, susceptibility to natural disasters, transportation of nuclear waste, and increased levels of poverty…";

Recall that the member states have adopted 21 confidence- and security-building measures at the regional conferences of Santiago (1995) and San Salvador (1998);

Recall further that through its resolution AG/RES. 1880 (XXXII-O/02), the General Assembly convened the Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures" and requested that this Meeting formulate recommendations to the Special Conference on Security;


Recall also that in its resolution AG/RES. 1886 (XXXII-O/02 "Special Security Concerns of Small Island States", the General Assembly requested that this Second High-Level Meeting contribute to the Special Conference on Security by forwarding its conclusions and providing recommendations for consideration; 


Noting the efforts of the international community to prevent and suppress acts of terrorism against shipping, in particular the IMO Diplomatic Conference of Contracting Governments to the International Convention for the Safety of Life of the Sea (1974) held in December, 2002, and recognizing concerns about the potential for damage to arise in the event of an accident or incident during the maritime transport of potentially hazardous materials, including petroleum and radioactive materials;

Desiring to fully contribute to a complete agenda for the Special Conference on Security, and  


Considering that social, human, political, and economic development and stability, as well as environmental sustainability, are prerequisites for the security of small island states, and that confidence- and security-building measures would contribute to such development, stability and sustainability,

Agree to adopt and forward for the consideration of the said Meeting of Experts and the Special Conference on Security, the following confidence- and security-building measures for enhancing the security of small island states and the wider Hemisphere:


1.
Multilateral cooperation among member states through the development and application of policies, programs and activities aimed specifically at the issues that are identified by the small island states as concerns, threats and challenges to their security.
2.
That the small island states will consider the following actions for early implementation aimed at enhancing their security-building capabilities:

i. A Virtual Private Network to facilitate regional sharing of criminal intelligence and other relevant databases in the fight against terrorism;

ii. Sharing of critical information among border-control authorities to strengthen border-control capacity in the fight against drug trafficking and terrorism;

iii. Joint training programs to allow existing entities to meet the new challenges; and

iv. Joint strategic planning and cooperation in the fight against these common threats.


3.
The exchanging and sharing of information at the bilateral and multilateral levels to strengthen the capacity of small island states to address their special security concerns, including, but not limited to, information on health, environment, customs, and the illicit trafficking in drugs and firearms.


4.
Holding of high-level hemispheric meetings to follow-up on the actions taken by Members States to promote confidence and security and respond to the recommendations of the Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States.

5.
Closer cooperation to implement commitments agreed to at the 1998 Transportation Ministerial, active participation at the July, 2003 IAEA Conference on the Safety of Transport of Radioactive Material, and to work together towards the continued strengthening of international standards regarding the maritime transport of potentially hazardous materials, including petroleum and radioactive materials. 
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