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The Member States of the Organization of American States, meeting in Kingstown, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, on the occasion of the Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States, 


Recall that Article 1 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, states that the Organization has been established "...to achieve an order of peace and justice, to promote their solidarity, to strengthen their collaboration and to defend their sovereignty, their territorial integrity, and their independence";


Recall also that according to article 2 of the Charter two essential purposes of the Organization are "to strengthen the peace and security of the continent" and "to prevent possible causes of difficulties…";

Recall further the support expressed by the Heads of State and Government at the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, April 2001) for the efforts of the small island developing states to address their special security concerns, and of the recognition accorded to the multidimensional nature of security for the smallest and most vulnerable states in the Hemisphere;

Bear in mind the spirit of the different General Assembly resolutions addressing the special security concerns of the small island states, and in particular AG/RES. 1886 (XXXII-O/02);


Reaffirm the Declaration of Bridgetown, AG/DEC. 27 (XXXII-0/02), through which the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation "recognized that the threats, concerns and other challenges to the Hemisphere are diverse in nature and multidimensional in scope, and that the traditional concept and approach must be expanded to encompass new and nontraditional threats, which include political, economic, social, health and environmental aspects";


Note that paragraph 1 of the above mentioned resolution AG/RES. 1886, the General Assembly entrusted the Second High-Level Meeting with, inter alia, the consideration of "appropriate multilateral strategies to address these threats and concerns in an effective and coordinated manner" and adoption of "a management model or better coordinating approaches through which these special security threats and concerns of small island states can be appropriately and adequately addressed";


Note also the General Assembly request "to transmit the conclusions and recommendations of the Second High-Level Meeting to the preparatory body of the Special Conference on Security as a contribution to the preparations for that Conference";

Take into account that, in July 2001, the 22nd Meeting of Conference of Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) states, established a Crime and Security Task Force "to examine the major causes of crime and recommend approaches to deal with inter-related problems of crime, illicit drugs and firearms, as well as terrorism" and "to deal with overall threats to regional security … [including] crime and violence, regional cooperation to interdict the illicit trafficking in drugs and firearms, the impact of deportees on crime and security in the Region, counter terrorist plans, information and intelligence sharing, and the legal framework required to facilitate collaboration and cooperation among the security forces within the region"; and

Take into account also that in July 2002, the 23rd Meeting of the said Conference recognized the efforts by this Task Force to develop "a formula to ensure more effective, preemptive and response measures to the upsurge in crime and threats to security at the national and regional levels";

Convinced:

That an effective and holistic management mechanism should be established and maintained to assist the small island states in addressing the multidimensional and transnational threats to their security in a coordinated and cooperative manner;


That multilateral, financial, technical and political cooperation should be enhanced to enable the small island states to address their special security concerns; and


Recognize that it may become necessary to consider other coordinating approaches for addressing the small island states’ special security threats, concerns and challenges,

DECLARE:

1. That the small island states have peculiar characteristics which render these states specially vulnerable and susceptible to security risks, threats, concerns and other challenges of a multidimensional and transnational nature, involving political, economic, social, health, environmental and geographic factors.

2.
That the special security concerns of small island states is a priority issue for the Hemisphere that requires renewed and on-going attention, and appropriate instruments and strategies for addressing these concerns in the inter-American system. 


3.
Their adoption of the security management model for small island states, attached hereto, as a framework for the establishment of policies and systems for appropriately and adequately addressing the new threats, concerns and other challenges to the security of these states.

4.
Their support for the efforts of small island states to define goals and develop an implementation plan for this security management model, for consideration by the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Special Conference on Security to be held in Mexico in May, 2003.

5.
That the small island states will consider the following actions, for early implementation, aimed at enhancing their security-building capabilities:
i. A Virtual Private Network to facilitate regional sharing of criminal intelligence and other relevant databases in the fight against terrorism;

ii. Sharing of critical information among border-control authorities to strengthen border-control capacity in the fight against drug trafficking and terrorism;

iii. Joint training programs to allow existing entities to meet the new challenges; and
iv. Joint strategic planning and cooperation in the fight against these common threats.
6.
Their adoption of the recommendations, attached hereto, to the Special Conference on Security to be held in Mexico City, Mexico, in May 2003.

7.
Their adoption of the confidence- and security-building measures attached hereto and recommend that these measures, relative to enhancing transparency in the Hemisphere, be forwarded for adoption of these measures by the Meeting of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, to be held in Miami, Florida, in February 2003.

8.
That there should be a periodic assessment, at the hemispheric level, of the implementation of this security management model.

9.
That multilateral cooperation, including the exchanging and sharing of information, among member states should be encouraged in order to strengthen the capacity of small island states to address their special security concerns.

10.
That it is important that the organs, agencies and entities of the inter-American system develop and strengthen programs and activities particularly aimed at addressing the special security concerns of small island states.

11.
That the organs, agencies and entities of the inter-American system should take necessary steps to protect small island states from potential threats to their security. 

12.
That they are aware that the small island states and other coastal states of the Hemisphere are deeply concerned about the possible threats posed to their economic and maritime environment should a ship transporting hazardous waste, in particular nuclear waste, have an accident or be the target of a terrorist attack while transiting the Caribbean Sea.

13.
That the establishment of a specific fund should be considered in the context of existing multilateral funding instruments and mechanisms, in order to assist small island states, at their request, in urgent security situations.

14.
That this Declaration and the recommendations attached hereto should be presented as a contribution to the above-mentioned Special Conference on Security.
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