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Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas [AG/RES. 1566 (XXVII-O/98)]:  Evaluation of the implementation of confidence- and security-building measures


The Chair, Ambassador Carlos Portales, Permanent Representative of Chile to the OAS, introduced the items on the Order of Business (document CP/CSH-169/99) and outlined the context within which the Committee is considering the implementation of confidence- and security-building measures in the Hemisphere. 

The Committee heard presentations by the OAS Secretary General, Cesar Gaviria, the Under Secretary of the Navy, Ministry of National Defense, Chile, Pablo Cabrera, the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, El Salvador, Rene Dominguez Calderon; and Barry Pavel, Acting Principal Director for Strategy, US Department of Defense.

Delegations informed on the steps already being taken by their respective countries to implement CSBMs, reiterated the importance of CSBMs for transparency in the region, and pointed to the Committee’s current agenda as an indicator of Member States’ commitment to the confidence- and security-building process. 

The following publications were made available to Committee members by the delegations of Brazil, Canada, Chile, El Salvador and the United States: National Defense Policy (Brazil); 1998 Canadian Defence Planning Document (Canada); National Defense Policy book (Chile), National Defense Policy (El Salvador), and Defense Planning Transparency (United States) .  

The Chair informed that the General Secretariat is working on a systematic register of confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs) in compliance with AG/RES. 1566 (XXVIII-O/98), operative paragraph 18, as well as on an internet web-site for the Committee so that documents related to hemispheric security, including the Declarations on CSBMs (1995 and 1998) will be more easily available to Member States.
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