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COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY 
Original: English

Summary of the meeting held on April 13, 1999
1.
Report by the Chair on the status of work by the Committee in preparation for the Twenty-ninth Regular Session of the General Assembly: reports and draft resolutions 


The Chair gave an oral summary of the status of the Committee’s work in preparation for the Twenty-ninth Regular Session of the General Assembly, noting that the Committee had complied with the mandates assigned to it and that several delegations had expressed their interest in preparing draft resolutions related to these mandates.  The Chair also outlined the agenda and calendar of pending meetings, and reminded the Committee of its commitment to conclude its work by the end of April.  The Committee decided to submit to the Permanent Council three reports: a general report on its activities for the year 1998-1999; one on the Program of Education for Peace in the Americas; and another related specifically to the draft Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.

2.
Draft Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

The Co-Chairs of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Convention on Transparency in Conventional Arms Acquisitions, Ambassador Leite Barbosa of Brazil and Ambassador Victor Marrero of the United States, presented the Draft Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, contained in document CP/CSH-149/99 rev. 7.  The Co-Chairs expressed their appreciation for the collaboration by all Member States in this pioneering effort to prepare an unprecedented Convention for deepening cooperation among Member States.


Several delegations expressed their support for the draft Convention as presented, and the Committee approved same. The Committee agreed to consider at another meeting the draft resolution proposed by the Co-Chairs through which the General Assembly might adopt this draft Convention. 


The Committee also agreed that prior to presenting the draft Convention to the Permanent Council, it would harmonize style and format issues in this draft Convention. The Committee requested that the delegations of Brazil, Canada, the United States and Venezuela represent the four official OAS languages at the meetings to be held for this specific purpose, and agreed to request expert assistance from the Language Services Division of the General Secretariat.  It was also agreed that the first meeting for this purpose would be held on April 15th.

3. Draft resolution: Confidence and Security-Building in the Americas 

The Committee began its consideration of the draft resolution entitled “Confidence and Security-Building in the Americas”, contained in document CP/CSH-180/99, presented by the Chair. Delegations proposed changes and the Committee decided to consider a revised version, incorporating these proposals, at its next meeting. 

4. Report on Activities by the General Secretariat on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States

The Committee considered the Report on Activities by the General Secretariat on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States (document CP/CSH-174/99), presented in compliance with General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1567 (XXVIII-O/98), operative paragraph 12. The Committee noted with satisfaction the work being done by the Secretariat in response to the special security concerns of the small island member states of the OAS.  Several members also expressed their interest in having the Organization address the issue of transshipment of hazardous waste through the Caribbean Sea. The Secretariat also responded to questions on the Report
/ .
5. Report of the General Secretariat on the Activities of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy corresponding to the Third Quarter of 1998

The Committee took note of the Report of the General Secretariat on the Activities of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy corresponding to the Third Quarter of 1998 (document CP/doc.3145/99), as it relates to mine-clearing in Central America.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 p.m.
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�.	A revised and updated version of the Report has since been published which takes into account the comments by Member States at this meeting. See document CP/CSH-174/99 rev. 1.





