
PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CSH-410/01 add. 7



1 December 2001


COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: Spanish

REPLIES BY THE MEMBER STATES TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON

NEW APPROACHES TO HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

(Nicaragua)

PERMANENT MISSION OF NICARAGUA

TO THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

No. 266-01


The Permanent Mission of Nicaragua to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Committee on Hemispheric Security and has the honor to forward the reply of the Government of Nicaragua to the Questionnaire on New Approaches to Hemispheric Security, requested in Note No. CP/CSH-338/00.


The Permanent Mission of Nicaragua avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the Committee on Hemispheric Security the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., November 11, 2001

Committee on Hemispheric Security

Organization of American States (OAS)

Washington, D.C.

REPLY TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON 

NEW APPROACHES TO HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

I. Concept of security:

1.a
In our view, great progress is now being made, focused increasingly on the search for peaceful settlement of disputes; on international cooperation and solidarity in addressing the challenges posed by threats to security; and in strengthening democracy.

1.b
It should be expanded to include other principles, such as those contained in the Democratic Security Model
, which are binding under the Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America
.  This model is essentially based on the security of persons
.

2. Cooperation among the states of the Hemisphere must continue to be strengthened.  The instruments necessary to create closer ties must be established.

3.
The new threats to security, such as drug trafficking, all relate to factors such as organized crime, money laundering, and arms trafficking.  In addressing them, an approach based on cooperation and solidarity must be taken.  Such threats are detrimental to national political and democratic structures.

II. Instruments:

4. The reply is pending.

5.a
Pending.

5.b.
Yes, Nicaragua ratified the Rio Treaty on January 11, 1948.

5.c
Nicaragua has not ratified the Protocol of Amendment to the Rio Treaty.

5.d
The ratification procedure has not been completed.

6.a
A valid instrument, with the capacity to assist the states of the Hemisphere in settling disputes.

6.b
The Pact of Bogotá was ratified on June 21, 1950.

6.c
Not applicable to Nicaragua.

III. Institutions and processes:

7. General comment:  the Inter-American Defense Board has played an important role in Nicaragua, particularly with respect to mine-clearing activities.  It would be advisable to address this question to the delegate of Nicaragua to the IADB.

8.a
It is very important to continue to hold such meetings as they contribute to a better understanding within each branch of the military and to the adoption of measures based on a more comprehensive view.

8.b
Regional processes such as the Central American Security Commission must be viewed as vital to hemispheric security.  In general, strategies are formulated among groups of countries that identify with one another and take a common approach.  Such countries have common objectives, purposes, and ends.  To the extent that each region is strengthened, such processes contribute directly to the Hemisphere and, in this case, to security.

9. The OAS should establish mechanisms for coordination with the various regional forums.  Information exchanges should be established on topics under discussion and ways to cooperate should be studied.

IV. Special Conference on Security
10.a
Nicaragua takes a favorable view.  The discussion process should be stepped up.

10.b
At the level of ministers of foreign affairs.

10.c
The concept of hemispheric security should be expanded to include various approaches.
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