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The Permanent Mission of Ecuador presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) and has the honor to report that, at a ceremony held on Tuesday, September 11, Ecuador completed the destruction of the antipersonnel mines in its stockpiles, in keeping with the statements made in the report submitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations under Article 7 of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention).


The ceremony took place at 11:00 a.m. in the military installations on the hill known as “El Corazón.” It was presided over by the Vice President of the Republic, Mr. Pedro Pinto, and attended by Ambassador Jaime Marchán, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs; high-ranking civilian and military authorities; the head of the OAS Office for matters related to integral action against anti-personnel mines in Ecuador; representatives of some of the countries with which Ecuador enjoys friendly relations; the representative of Landmine Monitor in Ecuador; and other members of civil society and the local and international press.


During an initial phase and with its own resources, Ecuador destroyed 101,458 antipersonnel mines, and between August this year and the 11th of this month it proceeded to destroy a further 154,344 mines, thanks to international assistance channeled through the fund established for that purpose in the Organization of American States.


Thus Ecuador has successfully completed destruction of the antipersonnel mines it had stockpiled, thereby effectively complying with its obligations under the Ottawa Convention and achieving the goal set in the so-called “Challenge of Managua” by Latin American countries.  That goal was to arrive at the Third Meeting of States Parties to the Convention, held in that city on September 18-21, 2001, with no more mines stockpiled.


This Mission would be grateful if the General Secretariat would kindly distribute this information to member states of the Organization and forward it to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for inclusion in the OAS registry of anti-personnel land mines.


The Permanent Mission of Ecuador avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., October 26, 2001

To the:

General Secretariat of the

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
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