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PERMANENT MISSION OF ECUADOR

TO THE 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

4-2- 9/02

Washington, D.C., January 22, 2002

Dear Mr. Secretary General:


I have the pleasure to inform you that, on Thursday, January 17, 2002, an additional 4,500 antipersonnel mines, which had been stockpiled for use in training exercises, were destroyed.


The event took place at 10:00 a.m. at the military installation at “El Corazón,” in the Aloag area, in the presence of OAS representatives and military and civilian authorities.


The mines were destroyed pursuant to the undertaking by the Government of Ecuador as state party to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destruction 
(Ottawa Convention), signed on December 4, 1979, and ratified on April 20, 1999.


With this destruction of mines, the number of antipersonnel mines stockpiled by Ecuador for the development of, and training in, detection, clearing, and destruction procedures has been reduced from an initial declared total of 16,000 to 4,000.  These last 4,000 mines will be destroyed during training courses shortly to be organized by the National Mine-clearing School.


Yours sincerely,


Blasco M. Peñaherrera P.


Ambassador, Permanent Representative

César Gaviria

Secretary General

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
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