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The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat and, pursuant to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 4 of resolution AG/RES. 1496 (XXVII-O/97), is pleased to attach Peru’s Report to be included in the OAS Register of Antipersonnel Landmines.


The Permanent Mission of Peru to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the General Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., April 4, 2002

To the General Secretariat of the

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

REPORT FROM THE REPUBLIC OF PERU ON ITS HANDLING OF THE ISSUE OF ANTIPERSONNEL MINES IN PERU

1.
In Law No. 26951 of May 14, 1990, Congress adopted the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel mines and their Destruction, which was signed in Ottawa, Canada, on June 3, 1997.  Subsequently, on June 16, 1998, Peru deposited the instruments of ratification of said Convention in the General Secretariat of the United Nations, thus becoming a signatory and state party to this multilateral treaty.  The Ottawa Convention has been in effect in Peru from March 1, 1999.

2.
In Supreme Law No. 430-99-RE (17/9/99) an anti-personnel mines working group was formally set up linking the ministries of foreign affairs and defense in order to ensure the levels of political and technical coordination needed to comply with the Ottawa instrument and other international commitments.
3.
Peru completed the destruction of its arsenals of anti-personnel mines (up to 321,368 units) between May and September 2001, in compliance with Article 4 of the Ottawa Convention, according to the following schedule:

· Coscobamba, Piura, May 30, 2001:  33,421 mines

· Coscobamba, Piura, July 25, 2001:  72,301 mines

· Tumbes, August 3, 2001:  63,596 mines

· Arequipa, August 17, 2001:  44,016 mines

· Tacna, August 24, 2001:  81,009 mines

· Lima, September 13, 2001:  27,025 mines

4.
The destruction of the Peruvian arsenals of anti-personnel mines was possible thanks to the financial support granted by the “Managua Challenge” Fund, set up with donations from the Governments of Canada and Australia, and administered by the Organization of American States (OAS).

5.
It is worth pointing out that Peru has retained 4,000 anti-personnel mines for training purposes.

6.
As part of this demining process, Peru has carried out the following activities during the last twelve months:

· Clearance of the areas around eight high tension transmission towers belonging to the electricity company Etecen, completed between the months of March and December, 2001.  Two hundred and twelve (212) mines were cleared and destroyed at this time.
· Completion of the mine clearance program around 242 high tension transmission towers belonging to the company Edegel in the provinces of Huarochiri and Lima, financed by the company itself and carried out by the Peruvian Police Force in February 2001.

· The ongoing process of de-activating antipersonnel mines located in the International Channel of the River Zarumilla on the border between Peru and Ecuador, between July 2, 2001 and November 30, 2001, with backing from Canada, Japan, the United States of America, and the Organization of American States (OAS).  Thirty-seven (37) antipersonnel mines were found and destroyed during this exercise. A second reconnaissance operation in the Zarumilla Channel area is needed because of recent storms and floods.

7.
Demining had previously been completed in the areas along the border between Peru and Ecuador (January to March, 1999), and in the area where the highway to the border is to be built in the area of Tiwinza, (October 1999 to March 2000). 

8.
On May 17, 2001, Peru signed an agreement of assistance with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States to participate in the Program of Integral Action against anti-personnel mines, which allows for the provision to Peru of a fund of US$5,168,820.  The agreement with the OAS will provide assistance for the identification and removal of anti-personnel mines, training of Peruvian personnel, provision of special equipment and supplies, training and work with the civilian population, assistance for victims, and help with obtaining international aid.  In January 2002, Congress approved this agreement, and it was ratified by the Executive on March 5, 2002.

9.
An extension of the above anti-personnel mine agreement with the OAS is anticipated in order to be able to extend the cooperation to mine-clearing around 350 high tension transmission towers belonging to the national electricity system. In order to do this, the OAS will make available the sum of US$100,000, which will cover insurance for the clearing teams, tools, food, and accommodation.  With this in view, Etecen is on the point of signing a cooperation agreement with the Peruvian Police Force for US$371,700.

10.
Under the terms of this agreement with the OAS, it is also envisaged that demining will re-start in the border area with Ecuador, (Tumbes-Sullana) in 2002, for which purpose the OAS will provide a fund of US$500,000.

Lima, April 2002
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