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REPORTS MADE BY MEMBER STATES IN FULFILLMENT OF 

RESOLUTION AG/RES. 1794 (XXXI-O/01), “THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

AS AN ANTIPERSONNEL-LAND-MINE-FREE ZONE”

Operative paragraph 9:  Transparency reports submitted 

pursuant to Article 7 of the Ottawa Convention

(Argentina)

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC
TO THE

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
SG 304


The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States has the pleasure of writing to the General Secretariat in order to forward attached hereto information from the Argentine Government under Article 7 of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction
.


The Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat with assurances of its highest and most distinguished consideration.

Washington, D.C., July 22, 2002.

Attachments:

As indicated

General Secretariat of the

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE, STOCKPILING, PRODUCTION

AND TRANSFER OF ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION

Presentation of information under Article 7

STATE [PARTY]
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

DATE OF SUBMISSION
JULY 22, 2002

POINT OF CONTACT
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TRADE, AND WORSHIP


DIRECTORATE FOR INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, AND NUCLEAR AND SPACE AFFAIRS (DIGAN)


Tel: (5411) 4819-7000 (int. 7830)


Fax: (5411) 4819-7828
Form A: 
National implementation measures 

Article 7.1 
"Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General ... on: 


a)
The national implementation measures referred to in Article 9." 


Observation: In accordance with Article 9, "Each State Party shall take all appropriate legal, administrative and other measures, including the imposition of penal sanctions, to prevent and suppress any activity prohibited to a State Party under this Convention undertaken by persons or on territory under its jurisdiction or control".

State: 
The Argentine Republic submits information for the period January 1 to December 31, 2001

	Measures


	Supplementary information (e.g., effective date of implementation & text of legislation attached).


	An inter-ministerial study is currently underway on a bill that criminalizes under Argentine law the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of anti-personnel mines.
	The Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction was adopted in July 1999; it was published in the Official Gazette on July 21, 1999 (Law 25.112) and ratified on September 14, 1999. When it ratified this Convention, the Argentine Republic formulated an interpretative declaration, a copy of which is attached.



	
	The Committee on Application of International Humanitarian Law created by Decree 933/94 of the Executive Branch is composed of the Ministries of Defense, Interior, Justice, and Foreign Affairs.



	The Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of Defense are in charge of follow-up on and application of the Ottawa Convention: it devolves upon the Ministry of Defense to contribute national capabilities in the area of instruction and training in humanitarian demining.
	In the framework of these objectives, in 1998 the Ministry of Defense created a technical working group called the Working Group on Anti-Personnel Mines and Humanitarian Demining and in 2000 requested the Army to establish the Humanitarian Demining Training Center of the 601st Engineers Battalion. 



	Creation of positions in the framework of the General Staffs of the Army and the Navy with responsibilities in the area of humanitarian demining
	These positions were created under Command III Operations of the Army, and the Policy and Strategy Command of the Navy. In both case the positions were filled by officers from the Engineering Arm.



	Prohibition of the Use of Anti-Personnel Mines in the Armed Forces
	Technical Munitions Directive No. 01/00 was published in Army Gazette No. 4745/01



	Abolition of the Regulations on Mines and Booby Traps
	The preparation is under way of a preliminary draft of new Regulations on Mines that is consistent with the specifications contained in the Ottawa Convention.



	Participation of military officials in the First and Second Training Course on Direction of Programs on Destruction of Stockpiled Anti-Personnel Mines.


	These courses were held in Fribourg and Martigny, Switzerland, in 2001 and 2002, respectively.

	Preparation of the Plan for Destruction of Navy Anti-Personnel Mines.


	This plan was finalized on July 19, 2001 

	Refresher training seminars on aspects of humanitarian demining attended by 12 officials of the Army and the Navy.  Invited as guest speakers were representatives of the Red Cross, UNDP, White Helmets Commission
, and the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL).



	The seminars were held at the Argentine Center for Training in Peacekeeping Operations (CAECOPAZ) on:

· June 4 to 8, 2001

· November 19 to 23, 2001

	Training in aspects of humanitarian demining on the for Navy Amphibious Engineers Training Course 


	This annual course included aspects of humanitarian demining in the training imparted to personnel.



	Argentina has submitted to UNOPS a list of military experts in humanitarian demining from the Army and the Navy for their inclusion in possible demining programs under the auspices of the United Nations.


	The submission of the list is part of the policy of promotion of national capabilities in humanitarian demining as well as Argentina’s contribution to humanitarian demining in the world.

	
	Participation throughout the year in UNIKOM (Iraq-Kuwait) of a company of Army Engineers, which undertook demining activities in support of elements of the United Nations and the population that inhabits the Demilitarized Zone 

The Unit carries out demining activities through a Section of EOD.




Form B: 
Stockpiled anti-personnel mines 

Article 7. 1 
"Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General ... on: 

b) 
The total of all stockpiled anti-personnel mines owned or possessed by it, or under its jurisdiction or control, to include a breakdown of the type, quantity and, if possible, lot numbers of each type of anti-personnel mine stockpiled."

State: 
The Argentine Republic submits information for the period January 1 to December 31, 2001

	Type


	Quantity
	Lot # (if possible)
	Supplementary information

	FMK-1 nonmetallic AP Mine 
	4,801

240

2,231


	1978

1981

1983
	Country of Origin: Argentina

Agency responsible: Army



	EXPAL-4B nonmetallic AP Mine
	73,702

1,317
	1978

1980
	Country of Origin: Spain

Agency responsible: Army



	PMA AP Mine 
	1,699
	
	Country of Origin: Libya

Agency responsible: Army



	TRA AP Mine 
	2,588
	
	Country of Origin: Libya

Agency responsible: Army



	SB-33 AP Mine
	9,935
	
	Country of Origin: Italy

Agency responsible: Navy

	TOTAL
	96,513
	


Form C: 
Location of mined areas 

Article 7.1 
"Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General ... on: 

c) 
To the extent possible, the location of all mined areas that contain, or are suspected to contain, anti-personnel mines under its jurisdiction or control, to include as much detail as possible regarding the type and quantity of each type of anti-personnel mine in each mined area and when they were emplaced."

State: 
The Argentine Republic submits information for the period January 1 to December 31, 2001

1. Areas that contain mines*

	Location
	Type

	Quantity
	Date of emplacement
	Supplementary information

	Malvinas Islands
	FMK-1 EXPAL SB-33


	20,000 AP mines 
	1982
	The position of the Argentine Republic with respect to the anti-personnel mines on the Malvinas Islands is set down for the record in the Interpretative Declaration that it formulated upon its ratification of this Convention. In that Declaration the Argentine Republic states that there are anti-personnel in its territory, on the Malvinas Islands.  Said situation was brought to the notice of the Secretary General of the United Nations when it provided information under resolutions G.A. res. 48/7, 49/215, 50/82, and 51/149 on “Assistance in Mine Clearance
”.

The information on the exact location of the mines has been in the possession of the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom since June 1982.




2. Areas suspected to contain mines*

	Location
	Type

	Quantity
	Date of emplacement
	Supplementary information




* If necessary a separate table may be used for each mined area.

Form D: 
Anti-Personnel Mines retained or transferred

Article 7.1 
"Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General ... on: 

d) 
The types, quantities and, if possible, lot numbers of all anti-personnel mines retained or transferred for the development of and training in mine detection, mine clearance or mine destruction techniques, or transferred for the purpose of destruction, as well as the institutions authorized by a State Party to retain or transfer anti-personnel mines, in accordance with Article 3."

State: 
The Argentine Republic submits information for the period January 1 to December 31, 2001

1. Retained for development of and training in (Article 3, para.1) 

	Institution authorized by State Party


	Type

	Quantity
	Lot # (if possible)
	Supplementary information



	ARGENTINE ARMY


	FMK-1
	725

435


	1983

1988
	These mines are retained to be used as fuzes for FMK-5 anti-tank mines by means of an adapter cap.

	ARGENTINE NAVY


	SB-33

FMK-1


	860

140
	
	These mines will all be used in training activities by April 1, 2010.



	SUBTOTAL 


	
	1,160

1,000
	
	As fuzes for FMK-5 AT mines

For training in humanitarian demining techniques

	TOTAL
	
	
	


2. Transferred for development of and training in (Article 3, para.1)

	Institution authorized by State Party


	Type

	Quantity
	Lot # (if possible)
	Supplementary information: e.g. transferred from, transferred to


	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	


3. Transferred for the purpose of destruction (Article 3, para.2)

	Institution authorized by State Party


	Type

	Quantity
	Lot # (if possible)
	Supplementary information: e.g. transferred from, transferred to


	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	


Form E: 
Status of programs for conversion or de-commissioning of APM production facilities 

Article 7.1 
"Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General ... on: 

e)
The status of programs for the conversion or de-commissioning of anti-personnel mine production facilities."

State: 
The Argentine Republic submits information for the period January 1 to December 31, 2001

	Indicate if to "convert" or "decommission”
	Status (indicate if "in process" or "completed")
	Supplementary information

	Conversion
	Completed


	The only model of anti-personnel mine made in the Argentine Republic by military manufacturers  “Fray Luis Beltran” was the FMK-1 nonmetallic mine, which underwent several modifications with time. 

The above manufacturers do not have purpose-built AP mine production facilities; rather, on the premises they produce fuze boosters, grenade firing trains, igniters, etc.

In all the period of manufacture from 1976 to 1990, 18,970 units were produced.




Form F:
 Status of programs for destruction of APMs 

Article 7.1
 "Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General ... on: 

f)
The status of programs for the destruction of anti-personnel mines in accordance with Articles 4 and 5, including details of the methods which will be used in destruction, the location of all destruction sites and the applicable safety and environmental standards to be observed."

State: 
The Argentine Republic submits information for the period January 1 to December 31, 2001

1. Status of programs for destruction of stockpiled APMs (Article 4) 

	Description of the status of programs: 
In 2001 the Argentine Army withdrew all anti-personnel mines held by combat units to the logistics units responsible for their destruction. A destruction program is in preparation.

The Argentine Navy finalized its Destruction Plan on July 19, 2001. It is to be carried out over an estimated period of 11 months; implementation has been delayed for budgetary reasons.


	Details of:

The Army has provided in its 2002 budget for the neutralization of 10,000 EXPAL anti-personnel mines for training purposes, using sulfur as ballast and through destruction of the explosive train.

The Navy proposes the destruction of 7,910 SB-33 anti-personnel mines and neutralization of a further 2,025 of the same type for training purposes.

Once the destruction timetables have been finalized the Armed Forces shall inform the Ministry of Defense, in order to arrange for the attendance of representatives of various international organizations.



	Location of destruction sites:

The Argentine Army will carry out the destruction at its Logistics Units for Munitions Storage in the provinces of Santa Fe, Entre Rios, Córdoba, Tucumán, Corrientes, Buenos Aires, Neuquén, Santa Cruz, and Chubut. 

The Argentine Navy will carry out the destruction at the Weapons Training Station on Puerto Belgrano Naval Base in the Province of Buenos Aires.


	

	The Army mines will be destroyed by open-air detonation.

Destruction of the Navy mines will be carried out through separation of their components; the casings will be destroyed by mechanical means and the detonators will be blown up. The remaining explosive material will be stored in Navy magazines. 


	Methods

	For the transport of mines to destruction sites, the Army will observe Law 24.449, Appendix S “Transportation of hazardous substances”; and for their destruction, the publication for internal use RFP-21-14, Chapter X, “Regulations for Storage, Transportation, and Destruction of Explosives”. 

The Navy will observe the security measures prescribe din in the publication for internal use R.G-7-103 “Standards on Use and Storage of Explosive Materiel and Munitions (NUCMEM)”.

Both branches of the Armed Forces will observe Chapter X on “Destruction of Eplosives”, of Decree 302/83 “Partial Regulations on [CHECK]
 


	Applicable safety standards

	The method applied by the Army shall be in accordance with Article 572 of Decree 302/83, which limits the amount of explosive to be destroyed in any single instance to 50 kilos in the case of high explosive.

The method used by the Navy does not generate hazardous waste.


	Applicable environmental standards


2. Status of programs for destruction of APMs in mined areas (Article 5) 

	Description of the status of programs:



	On October 11, 2001, there was an Exchange of Notes between the Governments of the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Island regarding a feasibility study on landmine clearance on the Malvinas Islands under the formula for protection of sovereignty based on that contained in the Joint Declaration of October 12, 1989.




Form G: 
APMs destroyed after entry into force 

}

Article 7.1 
"Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General ... on: 

g) 
The types and quantities of all anti-personnel mines destroyed after the entry into force of this Convention for that State Party, to include a breakdown of the quantity of each type of anti-personnel mine destroyed, in accordance with Articles 4 and 5, respectively, along with, if possible, the lot numbers of each type anti-personnel mine in the case of destruction in accordance with Article 4."

State: 
The Argentine Republic submits information for the period January 1 to December 31, 2001

1. Destruction of stockpiled anti-personnel mines (Article 4) 

	Type
	Quantity
	Lot # (if possible)
	Supplementary information

	FMK-1 AP Mine
	1,160


	
	In November 1998 the Argentine Air Force destroyed its entire stockpile of AP mines



	FMK-1 AP Mine
	1,000
	
	Between November 1999 and March 2000 military manufacturers  “Fray Luis Beltran” destroyed their entire stockpile of AP mines and their respective explosive trains.



	EXPAL 4 B AP Mine
	200
	
	In November 2000 these mines were destroyed at a demonstration held in the framework of the “Seminar on Destruction of Mines in the Americas”.



	Total destroyed


	2,360
	


2. Destruction of APMs in mined areas (Article 5) 

	Type
	Quantity
	Supplementary information

	
	
	

	Total
	
	


Form H: 
Technical characteristics of each type produced/owned or possessed 

Article 7.1 
"Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General ... on: 

h) 
The technical characteristics of each type of anti-personnel mine produced, to the extent known, and those currently owned or possessed by a State Party, giving, where reasonably possible, such categories of information as may facilitate identification and clearance of anti-personnel mines; at a minimum, this information shall include the dimensions, fusing, explosive content, metallic content, color photographs and other information which may facilitate mine clearance."

State: 
The Argentine Republic submits information for the period January 1 to December 31, 2001

1. Technical characteristics of each APM-type produced 

	Type
	Dimensions
	Fusing
	Explosive content

Type

Grams
	Metallic Content
	Color photograph attached
	Supplementary information to facilitate mine clearance

	FMK-1
	82 mm X 44 mm

Weight: 296g
	Pressure
	TNT/RDX 152g
	Less than 8g (Only the spring and the front tip of the striker are metallic)


	Yes

	This mine cannot be located with metal detectors unless the mine is fitted with a detector ring, an optional add-on that is difficult to locate because it is placed on the underside of the mine. It may be detected with dogs. Once armed the mine cannot be disarmed. The mine can be disarmed by unscrewing the detonator located on the side of the casing. The mines’ blast range is 20 meters; the shrapnel projection range is 100 meters.




2. Technical characteristics of each APM-type currently owned or possessed 

	Type
	Dimensions
	Fusing
	Explosive content
	Metallic Content
	Color photograph attached
	Supplementary information to facilitate mine clearance

	
	
	
	Type
	Grams
	
	
	

	FMK-1
	82 mm X 44 mm
	Pressure
	TNT
	296
	Yes/No
	See above

	See above

	EXPAL
	72 mm X 55 mm
	Pressure 
	TNT
	210
	No
	Yes

	

	SB-33
	87 mm X 36 mm
	Pressure 
	RDX
	33
	No
	Yes

	



� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP10114E05�








�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��OK


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��All headings, table headings and quotes from the Convention OK.


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��OK


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��OK


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��OK


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��sentence incomplete in Spanish


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  �� The Spanish table has an image just under this. Suggest sthg along the lines of “See Spanish for image” short of actually getting hold of this and other images in these tables. 


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��See preceding comment (SW7).


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��See comment SW7


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��See comment SW7.


�PAGE \# "'Página: '#'�'"  ��See comment SW7.





PAGE  

