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The Permanent Mission of Guatemala presents its compliments to the Honorable General Secretariat of the Organization of American States and forwards, in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1801 (XXXI-O/01) “Confidence- and Security-Building Measures”, operative paragraph four, the list of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for the period 2001-2002.


The Permanent Mission of Guatemala avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the Honorable General Secretariat assurances of its highest and most distinguished consideration.

July 19, 2002

General Secretariat of the

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

REPORT ON ADOPTION OF CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES

	Confidence Building Measures
	Measures adopted
	Observations

	
	
	

	Commitment to maintain peace and security through use of hemispheric mechanisms provided for the peaceful settlement of disputes.


	· The Guatemalan State has complied with the treaties, conventions, charters, etc. of which it is a signatory. Said measures are mainly reflected in the treatment of the territorial differences with Belize, which has been conducted by the competent government agencies in strict accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States.

· Negotiations on the territorial differences between Guatemala and Belize are carried out with the participation of the conciliators Paul Richler and Shridath Ramphal.
	An Agreement on Confidence-Building Measures was signed with Belize, which the Army of Guatemala has observed to the extent that it is required.

	Refrain from the use or threat of the use of force.
	· In keeping with the peaceful vocation of the Guatemalan State, communication, coordination, and supervision has been maintained at all levels of implementation of activities arising from the Agreement on Confidence-Building Measures.

· Guatemala and Belize signed an Agreement on Confidence-Building Measures.
	

	Non-participation of children in armed conflicts.
	· Enlistment in the military is essentially voluntary, and it is a mandatory requirement, inter alia, to have reached majority of age (18 years) to do so.


	

	Constitutional subordination of the armed forces to the civilian authorities.
	· The military authorities are under the command of the Constitutional President of the Republic, who appoints them in accordance with Constitution of the Republic of Guatemala.

· Contained in the Agreements on a Firm and Lasting Peace of December 29, 1996, is commitment 63 on Strengthening of Civilian Power and on the Role of the Armed Forces in a Democratic Society
, which reaffirms the subordination of the Army to the civilian authorities.

	The matters concerning Defense and the Army were ratified by a popular consultation in May 1999, which was comprehensively monitored by international agencies.

	Efforts to curb military expenditures and maintain a capacity for greater transparency in the procurement of weapons.
	· The measures in this area are governed by the Security and Defense Plan of the Government of the Republic, which also guides the Planning and Leadership of the Army of Guatemala.
	

	Combat new multi-dimensional threats to security, the drug problem, related crimes, and illicit trafficking.
	· The functions of the military are subject to the plans prepared by the competent authorities, and their part is to provide support wherever it is needed.

· Guatemalan Air Force personnel took part in the counter-drug training exercise, “MAYAN JAGUAR”, in Military Zone No. 6, Puerto Barrios.

· Guatemalan Air Force personnel took part in the counter-drug training exercise, “MAYAN JAGUAR”, carried out at “La Aurora” Air Force Base.

· Operation “MAYAN JAGUAR” carried out exercises with HL of the United States for eradication, interdiction, destruction and detection of illegal marihuana and poppy plantations in the border area of the Department of El Petén, Rio Dulce, Lago de Izabal, and Bahia Amatiques.

· The Guatemala – Mexico Border Cooperation Plan of May 17, 2002 was prepared.     
	Day and night exercises are carried out.

	Strengthen the fight against corruption.
	· The Army has held many axiological training seminars and implements a development project in this area.

· Planning for decentralization of the budget of the Ministry of National Defense. 

· Preparation and implementation of Directive 3-ML-RAJAE the principle guidelines of which cover:

A. Efficient administration.

B. Exemplary conduct.

C. Judicious procurement.
	

	Advance notice of military exercises.

	· Advance notice of the holding of military exercises was provided to neighboring countries.

· The United States Military Group and personnel of the EMDN Intelligence Bureau conducted an inspection of the facilities of “TCDEHS” Air Force Base because they plan to carry out aerial operations.
	In accordance with the Confidence-Building Measures adopted by the Central American Armed Forces Conference (CFAC), parties are to be advised of the implementation military maneuvers and exercises. Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America 
(Article 8(b)).   

	Exchange of information.
	· Through meetings programmed in the framework of the CFAC.

· Agreement on Confidence-Building Measures signed between the Government of Guatemala and Belize.

· Bilateral and multilateral relations in accordance with established diplomatic procedures.

· Attendance of two senior officers of the Army of Guatemala at the XXII Specialized Conference on Intelligence held in Colombia.

· Attendance of three senior officers of the Army of Guatemala at the XXIV Meeting of the Security Commission of Central America
 held in Managua, Nicaragua.

· Attendance of three senior officers and one general officer of the Army of Guatemala at the XXV Meeting of the Security Commission of Central America held in Managua, Nicaragua.

· Participation of four senior officers in the IV Specialized Naval Activity and the V Specialized Intelligence Activity held in Managua, Nicaragua.

· Attendance of one senior officer of the Army of Guatemala at the Second Diplomatic Conference on the Draft Agreement Concerning Cooperation in Suppressing Illicit Maritime and Aeronautical Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances in the Caribbean Area
.
	

	Exchange of information concerning defense policies and doctrines.
	· The Army of Guatemala participates actively in the CFAC, as well as in those hemispheric activities designed to enable constant exchange of information.
	

	Limitation and control of conventional weapons.
	· Compliance with the international agreements of which Guatemala is a signatory.

· Transmission of documents on the possession and stockpiling of weapons to the countries of the Isthmus.
	

	Invitation of observers to military exercises.
	· Delegates of the United Nations in Guatemala (MINUGUA) have been invited. 

· We have participated as observers in peacekeeping exercises in Uruguay, Barbados, El Salvador and Honduras.

· No military exercises have been held, whose scale and jurisdiction might warrant international observation.

· We participate actively in “Paz Norte” and other exercises with a humanitarian focus.
	Framework Treaty on Democratic Security.

	Visits to military installations.
	· Visit of Her Majesty, Queen Sofia of Spain to Guatemalan Air Force installations.

· Decoration of the Minister of National Defense of the Republic of China at “La Aurora” Officers Club.

· The activities of the “‘Nuevos Horizontes’ Humanitarian and Military Engineering Exercise” were inaugurated at the installations of Military Zone No. 23, Santa Elena Petén.

· Personnel of the TCDEHS North Air Force Base took part in the diploma award ceremony for elements of the United States Army who took part in the “Nuevos Horizontes” Exercise.

· Members of “Ujuum Mayab” Marimba Band of Military Zone No. 23, Santa Elena Petén played at a music concert organized by personnel of the United States Army at the headquarters of the Aurora Task Force.

· An award ceremony was held at Army Headquarters to decorate senior instructor officers of the Army of the Federative Republic of Brazil.

· Dr. Paul Reichlee, Adviser to the President of the United States of America visited the installations of TCDEHS North Air Force Base.

· Visit of a group of United States citizens and the Secretary of the Presidency to TCDEHS North Air Force Base.

· Personnel of Military Zone No. 705, Zacapa, welcomed military personnel comprising a sports delegation from Honduras on its way to the capital to take part in a Central American regional sporting event.

· Courtesy visits were received at the Signals Corps of the Army of Guatemala from Military, Naval and Air Attachés accredited in Guatemala.

· Personnel of the Signals Corps of the Army of Guatemala took part in conferences on the formation of a Humanitarian Rescue Unit imparted by the CFAC at the Army Conference Center.

· Lt. Col. Blair Piling of the British Embassy, together with Lt. Col. Rayner and Lt. Col. Bufort of the Canadian Embassy, paid a courtesy visit to TCDEHS North Air Force Base.

· The Vice President of Guatemala, Juan Francisco Reyes López; General Izurieta Cañarena, Commander-in-Chief of the Army of Chile; and Mr. Jaime Molina, Amabassador of Chile to Guatemala paid a courtesy visit to TCDEHS North Air Force Base.

· There were courtesy visits from personnel of the British Army to General Felipe Cruz Paratroop Base, Puerto San José Escuintla.

· Mr. Roberto González, advance man for the Military Group, paid a visit to TCDEHS North Air Force Base.

· In recent months the Association of Foreign Military Attachés Accredited in Guatemala has conducted visits to the following military zones and bases:  Military Zone No. 23, Santa Elena Petén; Atlantic Naval Base, Puerto Barrios, Izabal; Military Zone No. 1316, Cuyotenango, Suchitepequez; Military Zone No. 21, Coban Alta Verapaz; and Military Zone No. 19, Huehuetenango.

· We have conducted reciprocal visits to military installations in the countries of the Isthmus.
	Courtesy visit.

Shooting of aerial and land footage for a film.



	Exchange of civilian and military personnel.
	· Through Guatemala’s diplomatic missions abroad.

· Civilian and military personnel have attended forums at the national and international level.

· Personnel from Military Zone No. 1715, Quetzaltenango, attended a conference on “Protection of Protected Areas and Areas of Importance in Forests in Guatemala”. 

· Personnel from Military Zone No. 23, Santa Elena Petén took part in a training workshop on “Fire Management” led by US Army personnel.
	Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America (Articles 59(b) and 10 (g)).

	Regular and advanced training.
	· The Army of Guatemalña participates in educational exchange programs with friendly countries at different levels of leadership. It does so also by holding conferences on defense and the Armed Forces for civilians, who attend through exchange programs and by invitation.

· Training system in place in the Army of Guatemala and the Comprehensive Soldier Training Program on its three levels.
	

	
	· Advanced training covers areas such as medicine, technology, human rights and peacekeeping operations, as well as officer training at different academies where courses include:

A. Advanced Branch Course.

B. Command and Staff Course. 

C. Advanced Military Studies Course.

D. Continental Defense Course.

E. Strategy Course.


	Guatemala receives officers from Mexico, USA and Central American countries, who attend advanced and technical training courses.

	Meetings and activities to prevent incidents and increase security for transport by land, sea, and air.
	· Timely advance reports on military movements in near-border areas:

A. Sea patrols

B. Aerial patrols

· Personnel from Military Zone No. 22, Playa Grande, Ixcán, Quiche, attended the First Discussion Workshop on the “Border Area Development Program” (PRODESFRO).

· Personnel from Tecum Uman Border Military Post provided long-range security for officials of the Attorney General’s Office of the Municipality of Coatepeque, Quetzeltenango, in raids on and on-site inspections of undocumented Ecuadorian nationals at 1a Calle sin numeral, Zona 5a y 6a, Calle 5-17, Zona 1 of this city; the immigration authorities caught 175 Ecuadorian citizens.

· Personnel of the Guatemalan Army Corps of Engineers, continue to carry out, in coordination with the Organization of American States (OAS), the National Demining Plan in the area of Ixcan, Quiché.

· To prevent incidents that might lead to a confrontation between citizens and the security forces. 
	We have destroyed 249 explosive devices.



	Cooperation in the event of natural disasters.
	· We have cooperated in the framework of the CFAC, deploying the Humanitarian Rescue Unit at the request of the Salvadoran Government, in order to provide assistance in the emergencies caused by the earthquake and the outbreak of dengue hemorrhagic fever.

· Military Zone No. 302, Chimaltenango, provided assistance to the Republic of El Salvador, fielding five specialists and two military nurses in response to the natural disasters that occurred in that country.

· Personnel from Military Zone No. 705, Zacapa, took part in a medical-and-dental-day campaign in the Municipality of Quezaltepeque, Department of Chiquimula.

· A work meeting was held on the day of the earthquake of January 13, 2001, at the Officers Club of Military Zone No. 10 Jutiapa with a view to implementing the Safe Shelter and Debris Clearance Plan (Plan de Techo Seguro y Descombramiento) to help the communities left homeless by the earthquake.

· The Commander of Military Zone No. 705, Zacapa, accompanied personnel of the National Army of Venezuela on a visit to the Municipalities of Jocotán and Camorán in the Department of Chiquimula, in order to coordinate humanitarian assistance for the inhabitants of that sector.

· A work meeting attended by Cuban doctors was held at Military Zone No. 10, Jutiapa regarding the famine in the departments of Jalapá and Jutiapa.
	Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America (Article 10(c)).

Assistance was provided to 2,441 people.   

	Communications among civilian or military authorities of neighboring countries.
	· The Army of Guatemala and the Defense Forces of Belize have been holding monthly meetings to coordinate patrols in the Adjacency Zone
.

· Communications among the countries of the region takes place through SICA and the CFAC. 

· Exchange of instructor officers invited from other armies.
	Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America (Article 59(a)).



	Holding of seminars and courses, and studies on mutual confidence-building measures involving the participation of civilians and military personnel.
	· Discussions at seminars.

· Information meetings
	Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America (Article 27(a)).



	Education for peace.
	· Personnel from Military Zone No.1316, Suchitepequez – Retalhuleu, attended a workshop seminar on World Peace.

· We have participated in seminars on peacekeeping operations in Uruguay and Barbados, and in peacekeeping exercises in El Salvador and Honduras.

· We have attended forums for peace held under the auspices of the United Nations.
	Framework Treaty on Democratic Security in Central America (Article 13(a)). Program on Education for Peace.
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