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The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the OAS and is pleased to refer to the information that Mexico provides every year on the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, the Standardized International Report on Military Expenditures, and compliance with the confidence- and security-building measures, issued in 1995 and 1998, in the Declarations of Santiago and San Salvador, respectively.


The Permanent Mission of Mexico is annexing the following documents:


a.
Standardized form for reporting on international transfers of conventional arms (Secretariat of National Defense);


b.
Fiscal year budget statement by institutional activities (Secretariat of National Defense);


c.
Table of Total Military Expenditures for 2001 (Secretariat of National Defense);


d.
Table of Total Military Expenditures for 2001 (Secretariat of National Defense and Secretariat of the Navy);


e.
Instrument of the Standardized International Report on Military Expenditures (Secretariat of National Defense and Secretariat of the Navy);


f.
Standardized form for reporting on international transfers of conventional arms (Secretariat of the Navy);


g.
Report on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (Secretariat of National Defense).

General Secretariat

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.


With regard to the Register of Anti-Personnel Land Mines, the Mexican government reports, based on statements by the Secretariats of National Defense and the Navy, that this type of weapon is not used and therefore hereby ratifies the statement issued by Mexico and published in OAS document CP/CSH-61/97 of February 25, 1997.


The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the OAS would like to take this opportunity to reiterate to the OAS General Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., July 7, 2002


Permanent Mission of Mexico to the


Organization of American States


Washington, D.C.

CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES, FOR 2001,
ISSUED IN THE DECLARATION OF SANTIAGO, OF 1995

1. GRADUAL ADOPTION OF AGREEMENTS REGARDING ADVANCE NOTICE OF MILITARY EXERCISES


The Secretariat of National Defense does not conduct joint military exercises with other countries.  When other countries have invited this Secretariat to attend such exercises, it has designated the military attachés accredited to the sponsoring country to be present solely as observers.  This was the case for the Military and Air Attaché to the Mexican Embassy in Colombia, who attended the exercise on peace-keeping operations in Ecuador from June 27 to 29, 2001, and the “Cabañas 2002” exercise on peace-keeping operations, held in Salta, Argentina, from August 20 to September 11, 2001, in which two representatives from this office participated as observers.

2. EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND PARTICIPATION OF ALL MEMBER STATES IN THE UNITED NATIONS REGISTER OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS AND THE STANDARDIZED INTERNATIONAL REPORTING OF MILITARY EXPENDITURES

Once a year, our country has submitted to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States a copy of the information provided to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms and the Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures, through the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs.  These data are provided under the information-sharing arrangements agreed to in the Declaration of Santiago.

You will find attached Note. No. 28312 dated April 27, 2002, sent to the General Directorate for the United Nations System of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs.

3. PROMOTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION CONCERNING DEFENSE POLICIES AND DOCTRINES

Under this heading, representatives of this Secretariat have participated as observers in the various regional military forums, such as:


The Conference of Ministers of Defense, the Conference of the Chiefs of American Armed Forces, and the Conference of the American Armies.  With regard to the last of these conferences, the Government of Mexico, through this office, has been an active member since the XXIV Conference of the American Armies, held in November 2001, in Santiago, Chile. Its purpose was exclusively to consider security issues and matters of mutual interest in order to promote unity, increase hemispheric security, and strengthen inter-American cooperation. Its objective is to heighten understanding among the member armies with a view to joint consideration of problems of mutual interest in the Hemisphere.


Likewise, a representative of this Secretariat participated in the “Central American Security Conference,” in the Republic of El Salvador from August 22 to 25, 2001, to become familiar with questions of security and defense in the Central American countries.


As for the Inter-American Defense Board, this Secretariat heads the Mexican delegation to the Board, while maintaining its position of respect for foreign policy principles, so as to share information on defense policies and doctrines for purposes of planning and consultation by the Organization of American States, which are in no way operational.

Along the same lines, this office has, through the military attachés accredited to Canada, the United States, Cuba, Guatemala, Belize, Nicaragua, Colombia, Honduras, Peru, Venezuela, El Salvador, Brazil, Chile, Panama, and Argentina, attended conferences and seminars sponsored by centers for military education and, inversely, several military officers have been selected to deliver lectures in our military schools with a view to sharing information on security and defense policies and doctrines affecting the Hemisphere.

4. CONSIDERATION OF A CONSULTATION PROCESS WITH A VIEW TO PROCEEDING TOWARDS LIMITATION AND CONTROL OF CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS

This office has participated and continues to participate in numerous multilateral initiatives in the framework of the United Nations and the Organization of American States in order to proceed towards limitation and control of conventional weapons in terms of cooperating in the struggle against illicit arms trafficking, rejecting the postulates of “general and complete disarmament” as they are incompatible with the rule of legitimate self-defense.

Consequently, the application of the Federal Act on Firearms and Explosives and Regulation Thereof complies with the provisions of the Inter-American Convention against the Illegal Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials regarding the registration, control, marking, importation, and exportation of these arms.

Moreover, this office highlights the attainment and promotion of the objectives of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco).


Likewise, in accordance with the prohibition of the development and stockpiling of antipersonnel landmines (Convention of Ottawa), this Secretariat maintains its position that all landmines should be prohibited since they are not manufactured or stored in our country.

5. AGREEMENTS ON THE INVITATION OF OBSERVERS TO MILITARY EXERCISES, VISITS TO MILITARY INSTALLATIONS, ARRANGEMENTS FOR OBSERVING ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND EXCHANGE OF CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PERSONNEL FOR REGULAR AND ADVANCED TRAINING
Representatives of Mexico participate as observers in military exercises and visits to military installations in different countries, in response to reciprocal invitations, which are examined to determine whether they should be accepted, as set forth in measure No. 1.

In the case of the United States, inter-institutional agreements are being negotiated to formalize the exchange of language instructors in three military schools in each country and the appointment of a guest instructor to the Inter-American Air Force Academy (IAAFA).

Along these lines, as part of the regular and advanced training of military staff, student exchange programs exist with such countries as Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, China, El Salvador, France, Guatemala, Peru, Spain, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

Moreover, representatives of this Secretariat visited the Eastern Republic of Uruguay from November 26 to 30, 2001, to explore areas of training and information exchange that would be of interest to both countries.  

From May 25 to 27, the military and air attachés to the embassies of countries that have relations with Mexico gathered outside the capital to visit the National Training Center in Santa Gertrudis, Chihuahua, where they saw the Mexican Army and Air Force engage in joint training.  

6. MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES TO PREVENT INCIDENTS AND INCREASE SECURITY FOR TRANSPORT BY LAND, SEA, AND AIR
In 2001, the Secretariat of National Defense worked with the Mexican Secretariat of the Navy to coordinate and implement the national contingency plan for combating and controlling spills of hydrocarbons and other harmful substances at sea.  They organized regional and local boards, charged with providing resources and medical services from this office, and care for the injured and, as necessary, the population at large.  In this connection, mock spills of hydrocarbons were staged in the ports of Tampico, Tamaulipas; Manzanillo, Colima; Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz; Salina Cruz, Oaxaca; Rosarito, Baja California, and Topolobampo, Sinaloa.
With regard to air transit, from July 16, 2001, to January 31, 2002, staff from the Mexican Air Force participated in the course “Updating Air Transit Control” in the International Civil Aviation Training Center (CIAAC) at its facilities located in Mexico City’s Benito Juarez International Airport.
7. COOPERATION PROGRAMS IN THE EVENT OF NATURAL DISASTERS OR TO PREVENT SUCH DISASTERS, BASED ON THE REQUEST AND AUTHORIZATION OF THE AFFECTED STATES

The Government of Mexico conducts this type of program through the national civil defense system, which is made up of various offices, including this Secretariat.

Humanitarian assistance is provided to other countries as a foreign policy resource, with Mexican Army and Air Force personnel participating as members of the Mexican delegation, which is headed by the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs.  This form of humanitarian assistance was provided to the following countries in 2001.

At the request of the Government of El Salvador, humanitarian aid was provided from January 13 to February 13, 2001, in response to two earthquakes in the country.  From March 7 to 18, 2001, 25 members of the Salvadorian Armed Forces attended the military course, offered at Mexican Army installations, on the comprehensive management of disaster zones.

On October 25, 2001, humanitarian assistance was provided to the Republic of Belize by means of an aircraft carrying warm clothing and blankets, field tents, and light mattresses.

Similar humanitarian assistance was given to the Republic of Honduras from November 8 to 10, 2001, in the form of food and warm clothing and blankets. 
8. DEVELOPMENT AND ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS AMONG CIVILIAN OR MILITARY AUTHORITIES OF NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR BORDER SITUATION

Inter-secretariat groups of ports and border services, with the participation of civilian and military officials from Mexico, the United States, Guatemala, and Belize, have been set up to monitor the border situation of the counties cited, the operations of border ports, and the advisability of formally establishing new passage points. 


Arrangements for border liaison are in effect on the northern border of our country.  They were developed as a result of periodic meetings of civilian and military officials from both countries held to exchange information on problems in the area with a view to finding the best ways to solve them and prevent incidents among officials working in the border zone.


Similarly, each year meetings of Mexican and U.S. border commanding officers are held to exchange information on border problems and on how military officers in the two countries address them.  To date, 11 meetings have been held, the most recent from May 15 to 17, 2001, in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon.
 

9.
HOLDING OF SEMINARS AND COURSES, AND STUDIES ON MUTUAL CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES AND POLICIES TO PROMOTE CONFIDENCE INVOLVING THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVILIANS AND MILITARY PERSONNEL, AND ON THE SPECIAL SECURITY CONCERNS OF SMALL ISLAND STATES


Representatives of the Secretariat of National Defense have participated as observers in meetings like the Conference of Ministers of Defense to become familiar with topics of interest to the participating countries, for example: hemispheric security, reciprocal confidence-building measures, regional cooperation for defense and development, and the role of the armed forces in democracy.  Mexico most recently attended the fourth such meeting, in Manaus, Brazil, in 2000. 
10. A HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS ON THE SPECIAL SECURITY CONCERNS OF SMALL ISLAND STATES

Not applicable to the Secretariat of National Defense.
11. EDUCATION FOR PEACE PROGRAMS

In this context, from October 8 to 19, 2001, two representatives of this Secretariat attended the course “Legal Framework for Modern Peace-Keeping Operations” in the Lester B. Pearson Peacekeeping Training Center in Nova Scotia, Canada.
ISSUED IN THE DECLARATION OF SAN SALVADOR, OF 1998

1. ENCOURAGE CONTACT AND COOPERATION AMONG LEGISLATORS ON CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES AND ON MATTERS OF PEACE AND HEMISPHERIC SECURITY, INCLUDING CONFERENCES, THE EXCHANGE OF VISITS, AND A MEETING OF PARLIAMENTARIANS, IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN THIS PROCESS


Not applicable to the Secretariat of National Defense.
2. EXTEND TO DIPLOMATIC TRAINING INSTITUTES, MILITARY ACADEMIES, RESEARCH CENTERS, AND UNIVERSITIES THE SEMINARS, COURSES, AND STUDIES ENVISIONED IN THE DECLARATIONS OF SANTIAGO AND SAN SALVADOR ON CONFIDENCE- AND SECURITY-BUILDING MEASURES, DISARMAMENT, AND OTHER ISSUES RELATED TO PEACE AND HEMISPHERIC SECURITY, WITH PARTICIPATION IN THOSE ACTIVITIES BY GOVERNMENT, CIVILIAN, AND MILITARY OFFICIALS AND BY CIVIL SOCIETY

Every year, Mexico’s National Defense College offers a Master’s Degree course in Military Management for National Security and Defense, with the participation of civilians from various federal government offices.  Through seminars and lectures by civilian and military experts, international defense and security matters are studied in a global, regional, and national context. 

3. IDENTIFY AND CARRY OUT ACTIVITIES PROMOTING COOPERATION AMONG NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES ALONG THEIR BORDER REGIONS


In keeping with this guideline, binational commissions have been established between Mexico and the U.S., Guatemala, and Belize, which carry out specific activities involving coordination and cooperation among the governments to endeavor on a regular basis to promote economic and social development in border zones.


For example, the XVIII Meeting of the Mexico-United States Binational Commission was held on September 4, 2001, in Washington D.C., at which two representatives of this Secretariat were present.  The meeting directly and effectively addressed the principal issues of bilateral interest, such as legal matters, bilateral cooperation in education, border issues (it was agreed to establish a new mechanism for border planning to deal with long-term challenges such as water in the Rio Grande, infrastructure problems like bridges, etc.), and trade and economic affairs.

4.
PROMOTE THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION, INTER ALIA, THROUGH THE PUBLICATION OF BOOKS ON DEFENSE OR OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS, AS APPROPRIATE, PERMITTING GREATER TRANSPARENCY WITH RESPECT TO THE DEFENSE POLICIES OF EACH COUNTRY, AND ON THE ORGANIZATION, STRUCTURE, SIZE, AND COMPOSITION OF THE ARMED FORCES 


To promote information sharing at the national level on the activities of the Secretariat of National Defense, an Internet page (http://www.sedena.gob.mx) is available for the purpose of increasing transparency on the constitutionally-based missions conducted for the benefit of the Mexican people.  
5. IN ORDER TO PROMOTE TRANSPARENCY, AND WITH TECHNICAL SUPPORT FROM THE APPROPRIATE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AGENCIES, ENCOURAGE THE CARRYING OUT OF STUDIES FOR ESTABLISHING A COMMON METHODOLOGY IN ORDER TO FACILITATE THE COMPARISON OF MILITARY EXPENDITURES IN THE REGION, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT, INTER ALIA, THE UNITED NATIONS STANDARDIZED INTERNATIONAL REPORTING OF MILITARY EXPENDITURES

As specified in measure No. 2 of the Declaration of Santiago, this Secretariat has submitted, year after year and on a timely basis, to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States a copy of the information provided to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms and the Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures, through the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs.  

6. DEVELOP A COOPERATION PROGRAM TO ADDRESS THE CONCERNS RAISED BY MARITIME TRANSPORT OF NUCLEAR AND OTHER WASTE, AND TO COOPERATE AND COORDINATE IN THE RELEVANT INTERNATIONAL FORA TO STRENGTHEN STANDARDS GOVERNING SUCH TRANSPORT AND ITS SAFETY


Not applicable to the Secretariat of National Defense. 

7. CONTINUE SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF THE SMALL ISLAND STATES TO ADDRESS THEIR SPECIAL SECURITY CONCERNS, INCLUDING THOSE OF AN ECONOMIC, FINANCIAL, AND ENVIRONMENTAL NATURE, TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THEIR VULNERABILITY AND LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT
 
Not applicable to the Secretariat of National Defense. 

8. IMPROVE AND BROADEN THE INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY THE MEMBER STATES TO THE UNITED NATIONS REGISTER OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS, SO AS TO ENHANCE THE HEMISPHERE'S CONTRIBUTION TO PURSUING THE AIMS OF THAT REGISTER, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY


This point was addressed in measure No. 2 of the Declaration of Santiago and measure No. 5 of the Declaration of San Salvador.

9. CONTINUE CONSULTATIONS AND THE EXCHANGE OF IDEAS WITHIN THE HEMISPHERE TO ADVANCE THE LIMITATION AND CONTROL OF CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS IN THE REGION


This point was addressed in measure No. 4 of the Declaration of Santiago.


� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP10199E04�








6
iv

