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Thank you very much, Mr. Committee Chair.

What we have heard tells us that hemispheric security has dimensions beyond the military per se.  These days we hear talk of new threats to security.  These new dangers are in addition to the traditional military threats the Hemisphere must face.
Among the various aspects of this issue, my delegation wishes to emphasize that for the past 10 years the OAS has been composed of 34 states that have the political will to promote and strengthen the democratic system, which is clearly a part of the region’s heritage. This indispensable political will has been manifested in the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  
I would also like to emphasize the close relationship between democracy and hemispheric security.  We must think about the danger we would face if the Hemisphere’s democratic order broke down.  It would surely generate insecurity and conflict. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Committee Chair.
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