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A. 
MANDATE
General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1908 (XXXII-O/02), “Special Conference on Security,” states the following in operative paragraph nine:

“RESOLVES:

9.
To establish a working group of the Committee on Hemispheric Security to present to the Permanent Council by January 31, 2003, a study and recommendations on the modernization and changes needed to provide the OAS with technical, advisory, and educational expertise on defense and security issues in order to support the ongoing examination of the institutions of the inter-American system related to hemispheric security.”

B. 
COMMENTARY
At the 10 September, 2002 meeting of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security, the 
United States was requested to organize this effort.

The following proposed objectives of the study will guide its drafting and the non-exhaustive 
list of resources will serve as a basis for the study.  A potential timeline is offered to ensure 
that the study is completed prior to the deadline cited in the mandate. 

C.
PROPOSED OBJECTIVES
Preliminarily, the objectives of the study are the following:

1. Analyze the current arrangement for providing the OAS with technical, advisory, and educational expertise on defense and security issues.

2. Recommend improvements to the current structure in order to provide the OAS with the necessary technical, advisory, and educational expertise on defense and security issues to better serve its member states. 

D. 
NON-EXHAUSTIVE LIST OF RESOURCES
General

1. The responses by member states to the CSH Questionnaire on New Approaches to Hemispheric Security that have been submitted to date.
2.  “List of OAS Studies and Reports related to Hemispheric Security”, prepared by the General Secretariat (CP/CSH/INF.11/02)

Defense
3. General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1240 (XXIII-O/93), “Inter-American Defense Board”
4. Interviews with the Secretary-General and Assistant Secretary-General of the OAS and Chairman of the IADB.

5. Report: “The OAS and the Inter-American Defense Board” CP/CSH-264/00 rev.1; 29 February, 2000

6. Report: “Inter-American Defense Board: Legal-Institutional Linkage/Competence/Functioning” CE/SH-18/93; 15 September, 1993

7. Report of the Rapporteur: “Hemispheric Security – Inter-American Defense Board” AG/doc.1838/92 add. 4; 12 May, 1992

8. Report: “Status of the Inter-American Defense Board Vis-à-vis the OAS”  CP/doc.856/78; 4 August, 1978

Security

9. Interviews with the Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General, and with the executive secretaries of CICTE and CICAD

10. Annual reports of CICTE to the General Assembly

11. Annual reports of CICAD to the General Assembly

12. Respective web sites for CICTE and CICAD

E.
PROPOSED TIMELINE FOR COMPLETION OF WORK

2002
22 October – 
Presentation of objectives and timeline to Committee on Hemispheric Security
10 December – Presentation by Secretariat and Inter-American Defense Board to Working Group

19 December – Presentation by CICTE and CICAD to Working Group

7 January – Chair circulates draft study to Working Group members

14 January – Working Group meets to discuss, approve draft study

28 January – Committee on Hemispheric Security approves final draft of study
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