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In recent years, it has been recognized that security encompasses both matters of territorial integrity and national sovereignty, as well as emerging, non-traditional threats to the State and to the safety, security and well-being of people in the region.   It is further recognized that, in the age of globalization and regional integration, there is a need to consider how to address threats which affect people, states, regions and the world as a whole in order to consolidate hemispheric security. 

Given this emerging conceptual foundation for security in the hemisphere, states of the hemisphere have agreed that there should be an expression of common principles which provide a framework for individual and common action in support of hemispheric security.  These agreed principles are as follows:

Charter Principles and Obligations
Respect for the principles enshrined in the Charters of the United Nations and the Organization of American States underpins the peaceful relations of the countries of the Americas.  

We will fulfill our obligations under these instruments to work collectively and individually to ensure sustainable peace and security in the hemisphere, based on full respect for democracy, human rights, the rule of law and national sovereignty. 

Multidimensional Approach to Hemispheric Security 
Security threats, concerns and other challenges in the hemisphere are of a diverse nature and are multidimensional in scope.  

We recognize that traditional security concepts and approaches must be expanded to address the new and nontraditional threats, which include political, economic, social, health and environmental challenges which can endanger individuals and societies and compromise the ability of legitimate democratic governments to effectively govern. 

Democracy and Human Rights
Representative democracy and the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms are indispensable for the stability, peace and development of the region. 

The consolidation of democratic governance is the most effective means to strengthen national sovereignty, and promote mutual trust and confidence amongst countries of the region.  Democracy alone provides an established means to address demands for domestic change in a peaceful way and thus can ease tensions which might spill over borders.  In this respect, the constitutional subordination of armed forces and security forces to the legally constituted civilian authority, as well as respect for the rule of law on the part of all institutions and sectors of society, are essential to democracy.  Within this democratic framework, we recognize the important perspective which civil society can bring in considering each nation’s security policies.  

To defend, promote and strengthen democracy and security throughout the hemisphere, we renew our commitment to the full application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to the values it represents.

Human Security
The security of individuals is a principal responsibility of states and is one of the essential foundations for national and hemispheric security.  

The security of the state and the security of the person are mutually reinforcing.  Human security is strengthened where open, tolerant and responsive states work to ensure the protection of all people’s rights, safety and lives.  At the same time, human security reinforces the state by strengthening its legitimacy and stability.  Putting people at the centre of security policy enhances national and hemispheric security, and promotes inclusive societies, human development and well-being.  We will work collectively and individually in support of greater human security for all people of the hemisphere, in particular through our efforts to prevent and resolve conflict, promote and protect human rights, build strong and transparent institutions, promote security sector reform, combat terrorism, organized crime and the illicit trade in drugs, stem the proliferation of small arms, combat racism and other forms of discrimination and enhance the role of women in issues of peace and security.

Commitment to the Peaceful Resolution of Disputes
The peaceful resolution of disputes provides a foundation for long-term stability and security.
We reaffirm our commitment to the principles of peaceful settlement of disputes within and between states and the need to refrain from the use of force or the threat of the use of force in our relations.  We undertake to resolve our differences through preventive diplomacy, dialogue and negotiation and to undertake constructive and non-confrontational measures to enhance the prospects for durable and peaceful solutions.

Respect for Regional Diversity
The consolidation of peace and security at the national and sub-regional level contributes to hemispheric security. 
States within our region may have differing perspectives on the relative priority of various security threats, concerns and challenges, given the differing political, social, geographic, cultural, economic and historical contexts of each of our countries.  We respect the security concerns of our 

hemispheric partners, on both an individual and sub-regional basis, and will continue to work together to consider how best to address them.

Transparency and Confidence
Transparency in defence and security policies contributes to stability and security amongst states in the hemisphere.  

We reiterate our commitment to promoting transparency and confidence between states through the publication of defense white papers, openness regarding levels of defense expenditure, reporting to agreed international agencies on acquisitions of armaments, and the active pursuit and undertaking of other confidence and security building measures. 

Solidarity
Constructive political, economic and social relations between nations, including in subregional and regional integration processes, contribute to the stability of states and to the hemisphere more broadly.  


In the age of globalization, recognizing that what threatens one state or its people may now have increased repercussions for neighbours and for the region as a whole, we will seek ways to support and enhance the security of all nations of the hemisphere, with full respect for the principle of sovereignty.  
Contributions to International Peace and Security

The security of our hemisphere is both affected by and contributes to global peace and security.  

As a region of relative peace, the hemisphere has an important role to play in supporting regional and international efforts to promote peace, security and disarmament.  We reiterate our commitment to the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and our support for security mechanisms, processes and activities, including international counter-terrorism cooperation and peace support operations.

Coordination
Coordination in our individual and common action contributes to stability and security in the hemisphere. 
The security of our hemisphere is a priority for us all.  This declaration of principles is a key step in establishing the foundation and parameters for our cooperation in this regard.  We are committed to moving forward, including through the revitalizing and strengthening of the institutions of the Inter-American System related to the various aspects of hemispheric security, to seek greater convergence and coordination between them, and to improve the ability of the hemisphere to meet the new security challenges.
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