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The delegation of St. Kitts and Nevis is grateful for the outlines, which have been quite useful in fulfilling the mandate established in Resolution AG/RES. 1795 (XXXI-O/01).  However, this delegation would like to make some suggestions on the consolidated text, CP/CSH-554/03
This delegation presently entertains a number of misgivings on the fundamental premise of this study.  It tends to favor a basket approach which inevitably speaks to prioritization of the threats to the hemisphere. We look forward to a further discussion of this study.

Suggested amendments to page 2 [II A-C]


A. Traditional threats to security


C. Security concerns and other challenges

Page 4.   [b] delete the word “so-called”


  [c] add at the end after the word safety, “and transportation of nuclear waste” as indicated in the Plan of Action of Quebec City.
[Armed Aggression]

delete the words, “…although that is highly unlikely.”


delete “avoid and prevent” and replace with the word “avert”

“… The Hemisphere needs to remain vigilant and ensure that it has the requisite capabilities to prevent armed aggression between and among states, and to peacefully resolve situations of potential conflict where they exist.”

[Money Laundering] 


We suggest ending the sentence at “…detected.” deleting the following, “…where rates of return are higher because of sound economic principles.”
[C] “Structural”, this delegation is still unclear as to the meaning of the word structural. We suggest using the language of Bridgetown, “security concerns and [other] challenges.”
[Corruption]


We suggest deleting the word “contributes” and replace it with the words, “constitutes a challenge to…”

(HIV/AIDS and other disease epidemics)


Proposed amendment, 
“To several member states, including Caribbean states, HIV/AIDS threatens their security.  The link between HIV/AIDS is already evident in other parts of the world.  The very high infection rates have led to notable drops in life expectancy, high rates of infant mortality, and high levels of orphaned children, increasing costs of treatment and loss of revenue, which have overwhelmed already weak national institutions and therefore affect the stability of those nations. Subsequently, decades of economic growth and development gains have been erased in many countries due to the insidious effects of HIV/AIDS and its related illnesses. 

Other infectious diseases such as tuberculosis affect the security of many states of the Hemisphere in a manner similar to HIV/AIDS.  Increased travel within and between countries has meant that these diseases have the capacity to spread to all parts of the Hemisphere.  As HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases often affect most states with the least capacity to prevent them, a coordinated hemispheric response is necessary,”

[Extreme Poverty]


“Large numbers of people in the hemisphere still live in abject poverty with little chance of upward mobility and even survival, and every state in the Hemisphere is affected by extreme poverty to a greater or lesser degree. Extreme poverty, as a factor of political and economic marginalization, can contribute to instability, which can undermine democratically-elected governments and elicit tendencies towards the use of repressive measures.  This can provide fertile grounds for destabilizing elements including terrorists, drug traffickers, and other transnational criminals. To counter this possibility, and consistent with the Democratic Charter member states should adopt and implement all those actions required to generate productive employment, reduce poverty and eradicate extreme poverty, taking into account the different economic realities and conditions of the countries of the Hemisphere.” 
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