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POSITION OF THE ALADI GROUP ON WHAT SHOULD BE THE MAIN POINTS
OF THE DEFINITION OF THE LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL LINK
BETWEEN THE IADB AND THE OAS

Every proposal or draft related to the definition of the legal and institutional link between the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) and the OAS should adhere strictly to the resolutions and criteria mentioned in paragraph 49 of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, which reads:

49.
We reiterate the need to clarify the juridical and institutional relationship between the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) and the OAS.  Thus, we recommend that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, taking into account what is stated in Article 54, subparagraphs (a) and (b) of the OAS Charter and in accordance with the criteria set forth in the General Assembly resolutions on this matter, in particular resolution AG/RES.  1240 (XXIII-O/93) -- “advice and the delivery of consultancy services of a technical-military character which in no case may have an operational nature”--; resolution AG/RES. 1848 (XXXII-O/02) -- “including the principle of civilian oversight and the democratic formation of its authorities”--; and AG/RES. 1908 (XXXII-O/02) and AG/RES. 1940 (XXXIII-O/03) -- “to provide the OAS with technical, advisory, and educational expertise on defense and security issues”--, complete the analysis of the relationship between the IADB with the OAS and that it submit recommendations to the thirty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly so that it can determine the norms that govern that relationship and the mandate of the IADB.  The Permanent Council through the Committee on Hemispheric Security will maintain regular contact with the authorities of the IADB for the purposes of this paragraph.

· Accordingly, the functions of the IADB with respect to the OAS will be confined to technical advisory services in the military and defense areas.  In no case may the IADB perform functions of an operational nature.

· Under no circumstances may the IADB’s mandate be extended to areas other than those expressly indicated in the preceding paragraph (technical advisory services in the military and defense areas).

· The structure and basic instruments of the IADB should reflect and conform to the principle of civilian oversight and democratic formation of its authorities, in order to be consistent with the democratic values that characterize the OAS member states, thus ensuring participation by the member states on an equal basis.
· Additionally, the operations of the IADB should be consistent with the principle of subordination of military institutions to the legally constituted civilian authorities, in keeping with Article 4 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

· Accordingly, the relationship between the IADB and the OAS and its member states should be built upon the principle of "proper follow-up by those political bodies of the Organization" of the activities of the IADB, set forth in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1240 (XXIII-O/93). This means that the IADB should always work under strict supervision by the appropriate political bodies of the OAS.

· Under its mandate, the IADB is to carry out its functions strictly in accordance with the principles and aims set forth in the OAS Charter.

· The definition of the legal and institutional link between the IADB and the OAS should be considered in the light of Article 53 of the OAS Charter, which reads:

Article 53

The Organization of American States accomplishes its purposes by means of:

a. The General Assembly;

b. The Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs;
c. The Councils;
d. The Inter.-American Juridical Committee;

e. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights;

f. The General Secretariat;

g. The Specialized Conferences; and

h. The Specialized Organizations.

“There may be established, in addition to those provided for in the Charter and in accordance with the provisions thereof, such subsidiary organs, agencies, and other entities as are considered necessary.” 

· The IADB may provide technical advice on military and defense issues to a member state only when the political bodies of the OAS expressly so request.
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