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Santo Domingo, Dominican Repblic
Welcome message 

Irene Sandiford-Garner, Vice-Presidenta of the Inter-American Commission of Women
Your Excellency, Vice-President Rafael Alburquerque,
The Honourable Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic, Carlos Morales Troncoso,
The Honourable Minister for Women of the Dominican Republic, Alejandrina Germán,
Lilian Soto, Candidate to the Presidency of Paraguay,

Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women,
Rumbidzai Kandawasvika-Nhundu, Representative of the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance,
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Inter-American Commission of Women and the President, Rocio Garcia Gaytan, I would like to thank the authorities of the Dominican Republic, and in particular the Ministries of Women and of Foreign Affairs, who from the beginning have enthusiastically embraced the commitment to organize this event. We are conscious of the effort that this Forum has involved, particularly as the country now finds itself in a moment of transition towards a new government, and I would like to recognize the special contribution that you have made to the other countries of the hemisphere by providing a space and the conditions for a plural dialogue that will help us to craft new pathways, visions, realities and synergies to support the full realization of women’s citizenship in the Americas.

I would also like to thank our partners in this endeavor, International IDEA and UN Women.  Through this initiative we have reached a new level of collaboration that will allow us to contribute to the promotion and defense of women’s citizenship.  I would also like to thank the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation for their support of this event and of the CIM project “Capacity-Development for Leadership and Incidence in Public Policies for Gender Equality.”

Finally, I would like to thank all of you participants, CIM Delegates, governmental authorities and representatives of civil society from the countries of the Americas, who represent the three spheres of government, ombudspersons, human rights commissions, political parties, and women’s organizations of the region.  In particular, I recognize and appreciate the enthusiastic response to our invitation to this Hemispheric dialogue, especially at a time when our region is facing a crisis in the meaning and functioning of the democratic rule of law, as well as in the quality of democracy and governance.
This Second Hemispheric Forum gives continuity to the agreements and recommendation that we reached during the First Hemispheric Forum, which was held in Washington, DC in April 2011 – and which addressed women’s substantive citizenship in Latin American and Caribbean democracies.  The First Forum advanced in the definition of democracy and the operation of its institutions from the visions, rights and realities of the women of the region, in all their diversity.  Once we launched this debate, we were surprised and pleased by the demand from women for a permanent space in which to continue, broaden and concretize the discussion.
Thus, in the framework of the CIM Strategic Plan for 2011-2016, this Second Hemispheric Forum is both the response of CIM, International IDEA and UN Women to that demand, and part of our own efforts to continue positioning the CIM as the Hemispheric Policy Forum for women’s rights and gender equality.

Specifically, what we expect from this Forum and from all of you, includes:
· Recommendations on the priorities, strategies and opportunities for incidence in the processes of reform and modernization of the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government, as well as of political parties and electoral institutions;
· Shared experiences of the strategies, results and lessons learned from recent policy reform and State modernization processes that have included a gender equality and women’s rights approach; and

· The creation of spaces for plural dialogue, cooperation between countries and the generation of new initiatives and synergies between the various institutions of the State and politics.

During the next few days, we will identify and promote the policy, legislative and judicial reforms needed to ensure that women can participate in the political lives of their countries in conditions of equality and justice.  We will conduct a critical analysis of the gaps in women’s participation and incidence  in political processes and institutions from the perspective of their citizenship rights and we will design a road map for addressing these gaps in an integrated, multi-sectoral and substantive way, in the framework of the commitments that we have assumed as Member States of the OAS.
In closing, I would highlight that this Second Hemispheric Forum is still only the beginning of the debate, and that we still have a long way to go in order to ensure equal and effective incidence for women in the democracies of our region.  On behalf of the CIM, I pledge our commitment to continue providing a space for this dialogue until we finally reach our goal.

Thank you.

