
Political harassment and violence against 
women in the framework of the Belem Do Para 
Convention
During a meeting in the city of Lima in October 2015, the Sixth Conference of States Party to the 
Belém do Pará Convention  adopted the Declaration on Political Harassment and Violence 
against Women. This is the first regional agreement explicitly devoted to the issue.
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It represents the existing consensus among the States Party 
to the Convention on the assessment and definition of the 
problem, as well as the actions needed to prevent, punish 
and eradicate political violence against women. Through 
their adoption of the Declaration, States agreed to:

¿Why is this Declaration important?

Promote the adoption of regulations, programs and 
measures in all branches of government from a 
transformative approach; 

Generate research and evidence on the scope and 
magnitude of political violence; 

Promote that political parties and media take action to 
address the problem;

Recognize that political violence against women is based 
on gender  

Take into account the pioneering Bolivian “Law No. 
243 against political harassment and violence towards 
women,” as well as the progress of countries of the region; 

Affirm that political harassment and/or violence against 
women have become more visible due to the increased 
political participation of women;

Recognize that political harassment and/or violence 
against women highlights that achieving gender parity 
in a democracy requires a comprehensive approach 
that ensures equal access of women and men to all 
government institutions and political organizations, and 
also ensures that the conditions for exercising political 
rights are free from discrimination and violence.



CIM and MESECVI’s work on political violence against women

In 2012, Bolivia enacted the Law against Political Violence and Harassment towards Women. 
In other countries of the region such as Costa Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico and Peru, 
bills have been introduced for consideration by their Parliaments. Latin America is prioritizing 
legislation to address the problem of political violence against women. 

Why?

To promote legislation, a priority in Latin America

The Belém do Pará Convention 
establishes the States’ obligation to 
harmonize national legislation in order 
to guarantee the rights enshrined in the 
Convention, and to eliminate norms, 
customs and practices that reinforce 
violence and discrimination against 
women;

States Party have the obligation to 
adapt public institutions in order 
to guarantee women’s rights as 
established in the Convention;

The Follow up Mechanism to the 
Belém do Pará Convention (MESECVI) 
has recommended that States Party 
advance promoting legislation on 
violence against women in the public 
sphere, including political life.

States Party have an obligation to 
develop and effectively implement 
public policies to promote the 
realization of women’s human rights 
and to eliminate impunity;

VIOLENCIA Y ACOSO POLÍTICO CONTRA LAS MUJERES 
EN EL MARCO DE LA CONVENCIÓN DE BELÉM DO PARÁ (cont.) 

Promover legislación, una prioridad en Latinoamérica

En 2012 Bolivia promulgó la Ley sobre violencia y acoso político hacia las mujeres. En otros 
países de la región como Costa Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, México y Perú se han presentado 
iniciativas de ley para consideración de sus parlamentos. Latinoamérica está priorizando la 
legislación como lución frente al problema de la violencia política contra las mujeres. ¿Por 
qué?

• La Convención de Belém do Pará establece el deber de los Estados de armonizar su legislación 
interna para garantizar los derechos establecidos en la Convención y de eliminar normas, 
prácticas  y costumbres  que  profundicen  la  violencia  y la  discriminación  contra  la  mujer;   

• Los Estados parte de la Convención están comprometidos a elaborar y aplicar 
efectivamente un marco de normas jurídicas y de políticas para promover plenamente 
los derechos  humanos  de  las  mujeres  y eliminar  la  impunidad;  

• Los Estados parte de la Convención tienen la obligación de adecuar las instituciones 
estatales  para  garantizar  los derechos  de  las  mujeres  establecidos  en  la  Convención;  

• E l  Mecanismo de Seguimiento de la Convención Belém do Pará (MESECVI) ha recomendado 
a  los Estados  Parte  avanzar  en  la  promulgación  de  leyes  que  aborden  la  violencia  contra  
las mujeres en los ámbitos públicos como la política. 

 

El trabajo de la CIM y del MESECVI:

Ley  Modelo Interamericana para Prevenir, Sancionar y Erradicar la Violencia Política contra  
las  Mujeres;  

Protocolo  modelo  para  partidos  políticos  sobre  violencia  política  contra  las  mujeres;  

Guía  dirigida  a  instituciones  electorales:  estrategias  para  responder  
efectivamente  ante  la   violencia política  contra  las  mujeres;  

Informe  hemisférico sobre violencia política contra las mujeres en las 
Américas:  generando  evidencia  empírica.
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Inter-American Model Law for the Prevention, Punishment and 
Eradication of Political Violence against Women

Model Protocol for Political Parties on political violence against 
women

Guide for Electoral Institutions: strategies to address political violence 
against women

Hemispheric Report on political violence against women: generating 
evidence


