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COOPERATION PROFILE

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD) AND 
THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS)
This note prepared by the Department of International Affairs presents a brief profile of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.  It highlights the different areas and programs of cooperation that exist between both organizations.  Its purpose is to provide greater knowledge of the range of cooperation that takes place between the two institutions and to promote and facilitate continued cooperative activities.

The website of the Department of International Affairs is http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/default.asp.  To find other Cooperation Profiles on the OAS and its main partner institutions, please consult the website at: 
http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/institutional_relations/default.asp.
Name, address, and date of establishment 

Name:                      
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

Address:              
2, rue André Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, France
                           
Phone: + 33 1 45 24 82 00 
Website:                  
www.oecd.org 

Establishment:            
1947 (originally the Organisation for European Economic Co-




operation (OEEC); OECD took over from OEEC in 1961
Secretary-General:
Angel Gurría (Mexico, since 2006)
Cooperation Status 
The OAS and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) have had an ongoing collaborative relationship since 1963 and are making efforts to further deepen this relationship, especially across the four thematic areas of the OECD’s Latin American pilot project. The two organizations signed an agreement in 1997 to co-sponsor workshops on investment.  In 2007 they signed a Memorandum of Understanding that establishes a legal framework to work together to strengthen cooperation with respect to state modernization and the fight against corruption.
	MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN OAS AND OECD
April 13th, 2007




Background
The OECD was founded in 1961 with the mission of helping its member countries to achieve sustainable economic growth and employment and raise their standard of living while maintaining financial stability, thus contributing as well to the development of the world economy. The OECD took over from the Organisation for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC) created in 1947 to administer American and Canadian aid under the Marshall Plan for the reconstruction of Europe after World War II. Its headquarters were established at the Château de la Muette in Paris in 1949. 

From its original 20 members in 14 December 1960, when the Convention establishing the organisation was signed, the OECD’s focus has progressively broadened to include a growing number of other countries.  The OECD now numbers 33 members
 and shares its expertise and accumulated experience with more than 70 developing and emerging market economies. 

Chile became a member of the Organisation on 7 May 2010, Slovenia became a member on 21 July 2010, and Israel on 7 September 2010. On 10 May 2010, the OECD invited Estonia to become member of the OECD. The country membership will become official once necessary formalities, including parliamentary approval, have been completed.  The OECD has offered enhanced engagement to Brazil, China, India, Indonesia and South Africa, with the potential of leading to future membership. Colombia has also submitted its application.

The OECD works to promote the following objectives:      

· Support sustainable economic growth

· Boost employment

· Raise living standards

· Maintain financial stability

· Assist other countries' economic development

· Contribute to growth in world trade

The Organisation provides a setting where governments compare policy experiences, seek answers to common problems, identify good practices and coordinate domestic and international policies. 
Decision-making power at the Organisation is vested in the OECD Council, made up of one representative per member country, plus a representative of the European Commission. The Council meets regularly at the level of permanent representatives to OECD and decisions are taken by consensus. The Council meets at ministerial level once a year to discuss key issues and set priorities for OECD work. The work mandated by the Council is carried out by the OECD Secretariat.
Representatives of the 33 OECD member countries meet in specialized committees to advance ideas and review progress in specific policy areas, such as economics, trade, science, employment, education or financial markets. There are about 250 committees, working groups and expert groups. Some 40,000 senior officials from national administrations go to OECD committee meetings each year to request, review and contribute to work undertaken by the OECD Secretariat. Once they return home, they have online access to documents and can exchange information through a special network.
Angel Gurría of Mexico heads the OECD Secretariat and is assisted by one or more Deputy Secretaries-General. He has been Secretary General of the OECD since June 2006.  Mr. Gurría also chairs the Council, providing the link between national delegations and the Secretariat. The OECD Secretariat in Paris is made up of some 2,500 staff that supports the activities of committees, and carry out the work in response to priorities decided by the OECD Council. The 2011 budget for the OECD is US$ 492 Million and is based on contributions from members, distributed according to the relative size of each economy.  The largest contributors are the United States and Japan.  Member countries can also make voluntary contributions to support the OECD work programs.  The OECD does not dispense grants or make loans.
For more than 40 years, OECD has been one of the world's largest and most reliable sources of comparable statistics and economic and social data. As well as collecting data, OECD monitors trends, analyses and forecasts of economic developments and researches social changes or evolving patterns in trade, environment, agriculture, technology, taxation and more.  The OECD is one of the world’s largest publishers in the fields of economics and public policy and produces an annual Economic Outlook as well as individual economic surveys of member countries.
The work of the OECD is based on continued monitoring of events in member countries as well as outside the OECD area, and includes regular projections of short and medium-term economic developments. The OECD Secretariat collects and analyses data, after which committees discuss policy implications. The Council makes decisions and governments often implement recommendations. Mutual examination by governments, multilateral surveillance and a peer review process through which the performance of individual countries is monitored by their peers, are all part of the way in which the OECD carries out its work.  
The OECD’s focus has broadened over time to include extensive contacts with non-member economies. The Centre for Co-operation with Non-Members (CCNM) develops and oversees the strategic orientations of OECD’s global relations with non-members.  Ten Global Forums have been established to address trans-boundary issues.   Regional initiatives cover Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia; Asia; Latin America; the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). The Sahel and West Africa Club creates, promotes and facilitates links between OECD countries and West Africa.
Main Areas of Cooperation between the OECD and the OAS 
The main cooperative activities between the OAS and the OECD to date have been in the areas of migration, governance and state modernization, sustainable development, anti-corruption and youth entrepreneurship.  The OECD has expressed the desire to intensify its collaboration with the OAS in the context of the OECD’s “Latin America and the Caribbean Pilot Project” which has four thematic areas of work:  1) innovation policy strategies and approaches; 2) access to public services to reduce poverty and inequality; 3) improving taxation and public expenditures; and 4) investment policy and promotion.  
· MIGRATION
The OAS Department of Social Development and Employment is cooperating with the OECD in its Program in Migration and Development. It has implemented a Continuous Reporting System on Labour Migration (Spanish acronym SICREMI), whose aim is to generate timely and reliable migration-related data and information in the OAS member states in order to help develop and implement informed public policy on migration.  The system is designed on the model of SOPEMI (the French acronym), a similar system created by the OECD to capture and record information on migration for its member states. International organizations such as the IOM, the ILO and the ECLAC are collaborating in this effort.

The first report based on information collected under SICREMI, “Current Trends in International Migration”, was presented at the OAS in March 2011 and covered nine countries in the region: Canada, Mexico, Belize, El Salvador, Colombia, Ecuador, Uruguay, Chile and Argentina. The information compiled under the project is being used to prepare the Report on International Migration in the Americas, which includes statistics on migration flows and stocks and information on countries' migration laws, regulations and public policies.  Experts from the OECD have been advising the OAS technical team on how to gather and analyze the relevant information. OECD experts contribute a chapter to the first SICREMI report. 
	Contact points for work on Migration
OAS: Migration and Development Program 

Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)
Araceli Azuara Ferreiro 
yazuara@oas.org 

OECD: Directorate for Employment, Labor and Social Affairs
Georges Lemaitre
International Migration Specialist
Email: lemaitre@oecd.org



·  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The OAS, through its Department of Economic Development, Trade and Competitiveness/ Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) has proposed collaboration with the OECD in one or more of the four areas of activities of the OECD´s LAC Pilot Project (innovation, public services, investment and taxation) and has forwarded a description of relevant meetings and technical workshops the OAS will be undertaking in these four areas with an invitation to the OECD to participate.  The OECD has invited the OAS to speak at the technical meetings that the OECD is planning to conduct in Latin America in the four areas identified in the OECD LAC Pilot Project.
The OECD has developed a database on innovation indicators for all OECD countries and is in the early stages of a project to expand this to Latin America. 
The Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF) for Ministers of Economy from LAC countries is an important link between both institutions. At the III ACF, held in September 2009 in Santiago, Chile, the Inter-American Competitiveness Network was launched and the OAS was tasked with following up and providing support to the network. OECD Deputy Secretary General Pier Carlo Padoan attended this Forum.  OECD Secretary General Angel Gurria was invited to participate in the IV Americas Competitiveness Forum held in Atlanta, Georgia, in November 2010, which the OAS helped to organize.   
In March 2010, SEDI organized, together with the OECD and other sponsoring institutions (ECLAC, IDB, SEGIB, UNDP), a “Regional Dialogue on Cooperation Effectiveness in Latin America and the Caribbean” that was held in Bogotá within the framework of a High Level event on South-South Cooperation and Capacity Development.  An OECD official made a presentation at the event on lessons learned from reconstruction efforts for Haiti and Mr. Eckard Deutscher, Chair of the OECD Development Aid Committee, was a panellist at the Dialogue.  In the margins of that meeting, Mr. Alfonso Quiñonez, at that time Executive Secretary for Integral Development, and other OAS representatives held a working breakfast with Mr. Deutscher, who extended an open invitation to the OAS to attend OECD Development Aid Committee meetings.  
A new initiative that strengthens the collaboration between the OAS and the OECD is the project on International Collaborative Initiative on Trade and Employment (ICITE). This two-year project was launched in 2011 by the OECD, with ten participating multilateral and regional organizations, including the OAS. The purpose of the ICITE is to seek economic growth through understanding how trade impacts upon employment in general and at the regional level, to promote dialogue on these issues and to develop policy-relevant conclusions.  Participating organizations in the ICITE project include the ADB, AfDB, ECLAC, IADB, ILO, OAS, OECD, UNCTAD, WB and WTO.  An inter-organization steering group is guiding the implementation of the project.  A conference to discuss preliminary results is scheduled for November 2011.
	Contact points for work on Economic Development
OAS:  Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism (DEDTT)

Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) 
Carlos Mladinic
Acting Director 
Email: cmladinic@oas.org
OECD: Latin America and Caribbean Desk at the OECD Development Centre
Jeff Dayton-Johnson  

Head 
Email: Jeff.DAYTON-JOHNSON@oecd.org, eco.contact@oecd.org

Michael Plummer  and Douglas Lippoldt 

ICITE Coordinators

Email: michael.plummer@oecd.org, douglas.lippoldt@oecd.org



· YOUTH ENTERPRENEURSHIP

Together with the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) of the OAS, the OECD was one of the organizers of the first International Conference on Financial Education called “Taking Financial Education to the Next Level”.  The event took place in the Hall of the Americas of the OAS in Washington, D.C. on 7-8 May 2008.  Financial education experts representing 43 countries spoke at this conference, addressing a range of financial literacy topics including: national strategies to tackle financial education, techniques to reach people of all ages with financial education programs, the new realities for consumers regarding retirement savings, strategies for promoting risk awareness, the role of financial education in the credit granting process, electronic and innovative means for financial education, programs for youth financial literacy and financial access for underserved groups.
Creating employment for young people is a policy priority for all OAS and OECD Member States.  The OAS, through the YABT, has offered to collaborate with the OECD and other partners to share the Americas’ experience globally.  YABT and the OAS offer high-level forums, Internet conferences, and implement activities that enable the dissemination of both OECD research and OAS results to decision-makers in government, business, and with the beneficiaries of programs, young people.
	Contact points for work on Youth Entrepeneurship
OAS:  Young Americas Business Trust (YABT)
Roy Thomasson
CEO
Email:  RThomasson@oas.org


· SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Department of Sustainable Development (DSD) has a longstanding cooperative relationship with the OECD Trade and Agriculture Directorate as well as with the OECD Environment Directorate. In 2005, the DSD and OECD joined forces to host for the first time in the Hemisphere a Global Forum on Trade on Technical Assistance and Capacity Building for Trade and the Environment, held in Costa Rica. 
More recently, the DSD has been participating regularly in the OECD’s Joint Working Party on Trade and Environment (JWPTE) workshops and meetings, for the purpose of monitoring trends and providing input on efforts related to Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) and the environment and promoting policy dialogue on issues of mutual interest. The JWPTE deals with the interface of trade policies and environmental policies and how to render both policy areas mutually supportive. In October 2008, the DSD supported the OECD’s efforts in the organization of a regional workshop on RTAs and Environment held in Santiago, Chile.
The OECD Secretariat supported the preparatory process for the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Sustainable Development held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra in 2006. An invitation was extended to the OECD to participate in the second Ministerial Meeting held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in November 2010.  The OAS Department of Sustainable Development participated as an ad hoc observer in the OECD’s JWPTE meeting held in December 2010 in Paris, which examined key policy issues in the area of sustainable development.   
	Contact points for work on Sustainable Development
OAS: Department of Sustainable Development

Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)
Cletus I. Springer
Director
Email:  CSpringer@oas.org
OECD: Trade and Agriculture Directorate
Ken Ash

Director
Email: Ken.ash@oecd.org 
Environment Directorate
Simon Upton
Director 

Email: simon.upton@oecd.org



· ANTI-CORRUPTION 

The OECD and the OAS have an ongoing cooperative relationship in their work against corruption in the framework of the anti-corruption conventions that each institution has signed with their Member States.  Cooperation has been strengthened as a result of the MOU signed in 2007 between both institutions for cooperation in the area of anti-corruption, and there is an ongoing exchange of information, mutual attendance at relevant meetings and joint activities.  The OAS and the OECD cooperate actively in the framework of the Mechanism for Follow-Up to the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) and the mechanism to monitor the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention.
In August 2010 the OAS participated in the OECD Forum on Private Sector Responsibility against Corruption that took place in Sao Paulo, Brazil.  The OAS invited the OECD to participate as an Observer in the III Conference of State Parties to the MESICIC held in Brasilia, Brazil in December, 2010. 
	Contact points for work on Anti-Corruption
OAS: Department of Legal Cooperation
Secretariat for Legal Affairs
Jorge García González  

Director

Email:  JGarciaG@oas.org
OECD: Public Governance and Territorial Development Directorate
Odile Sallard
Director

Email:  Odile.Sallard@oecd.org
OECD Anti-Corruption Division
Patrick Moulette
Head
Email:  patrick.moulette@oecd.org



· EFFECTIVE PUBLIC MANAGEMENT 

The Organization of American States (OAS), through its Department for Effective Public Management (DEPM) has supported the Partnership for Democratic Governance (PDG) of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).   

The DEPM/OAS and the PDG/OECD co-organized a workshop on “Contracting out Government Functions and Services: Lessons from Countries in Fragile Situations.” This event took place on June 21st, 2011 at the OAS General Secretariat Building in Washington, DC.  

In the spirit of multilateral cooperation, the workshop informed representatives of the OAS Member States, officials from the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), World Bank (WB), International Monetary Fund (IMF), as well as main Washington DC – based think tanks, universities and invited public about the experiences and case studies of contracting out government functions and services.  
To download the workshop’s presentations, please visit DEPM/OAS website: http://www.oas.org/en/spa/depm/eventos/201106_WORKSHOP.asp
	Contact points for work on Effective Public Management 

OAS: Department for Effective Public Management (DEPM) 

Secretariat for Political Affairs (SAP)

Robert Devlin 

Director 
Email : rdevlin@oas.org 

OECD:  Partnership for Democratic Governance (PDG)

Judyta Fieden 

Senior Advisor 
Email:  Judyta.FIEDIN@oecd.org



· INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS

In addition to collaboration in specific areas, the OAS and the OECD have carried out other activities to strengthen general institutional collaboration.  During the Ibero-American Summit in Estoril, Portugal in November 2009, the Secretary General of the OAS, Jose Miguel Insulza provided comments on the OECD report on “Economic Perspectives of Latin America in 2010”.
During an official visit to European Governments and Institutions in October 2009 organized by the Department of International Affairs, Secretary General Insulza and Irene Klinger met with Secretary General Gurría at the OECD Headquarters at Chateau de la Muette in Paris, France where future institutional collaboration was discussed.  
The OECD Secretary General Angel Gurría presented the OECD Latin American Economic Outlook 2010 as a keynote speaker in the Forty Third Lecture Series of the Americas, held at the OAS Headquarters in Washington, DC in December 2010.  The Lecture Series of the Americas aims to enrich hemispheric debate on the principal themes of the Inter-American Agenda linked to democracy, social development, human rights, and multidimensional security by holding conferences in which well-known, highly-esteemed speakers share their knowledge and experience with the general public.  

	Contact points for work on Institutional Relations and oversight of general cooperation
OAS: Department of International Affairs  

Irene Klinger
Director

 Email:  iklinger@oas.org
OECD: External Relations – Latin America, Office of the Secretary General
Ángel Alonso
Director
Email:Angel.ALONSO@oecd.org



High-Level Meetings of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development

Third International Economic Forum of LAC
The 3rd International Economic Forum of Latin America and the Caribbean was held in January 2011 in Paris, France. The Forum was co-organized by the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), the Development Center of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the French Ministry of Economy, Finance and Industry (MINEFI). Leaders from the public and private sector came together to discuss the region’s economic performance and share proposed solutions to its development challenges under the theme of “Finding new factors of growth in a world of shifting wealth”. The purpose of the Forum was to allow for political and business leaders to assess the economic prospects for Latin America and the Caribbean after the severe economic crisis of the past years,
The OECD Ministerial Council Meeting (MCM) 2011
The 50th anniversary of the OECD Ministerial Council Meeting in 2011 brought together world leaders and ministers to share better policies to build a resilient and balanced world economy, supported by new sources of growth and jobs in developed and developing countries.


The Ministerial Council Meeting, on 25–26 May 2011 was attended at the highest level to celebrate the OECD's 50th Anniversary.  It was chaired by the United States with Germany as the vice-chair.   www.oecd.org/mcm2011
	For general information on cooperation activities please contact
OAS: Irene Klinger

Director

Department of International Affairs

iklinger@oas.org
website:

http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/default.asp
or
Sherry Stephenson

Head of Institutional Relations

Department of International Affairs

sstephenson@oas.org
website:

http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/institutional_relations/default.asp



                                                                                     This profile was last updated in August 2011
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� The 33 member countries of OECD are: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg,  Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand,  Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States.
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