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Anthony T. Bryan, professor of international relations, is currently a Senior Fellow at the Institute of International Relations, University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago and a Senior Associate (Non-Resident) in the Americas Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) in Washington, D.C.

He has served as a senior scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace; a Senior Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.; and the director of the Caribbean Studies Program at the Dante B. Fascell North-South Center of the University of Miami.

Born in Trinidad and Tobago, during his academic career he was a tenured Professor of History at the University of Rhode Island and served for a decade as a tenured Professor of International Relations and Director of the Institute of International Relations at the University of the West Indies-St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago. He has held visiting professorial appointments at: Georgetown University, Indiana University-Bloomington, The University of Texas-Austin, and the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The author/editor of 10 books and numerous scholarly articles, he has done extensive work on regional security in the Caribbean and Latin America, and has published work on transnational organized crime in the Caribbean, terrorism and porous borders, free trade, smart borders and homeland security, and on U.S.-Caribbean cooperation in a new era of vulnerability. From 2001 to 2007 he was one of the principals of a multi-year major research project on Adapting Border Controls to Support Caribbean Trade and Development, funded by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. He also collaborated on a 3-year research project on Caribbean Trade, Development and Security at the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House), London. During 2011 he was a lead consultant to a project, funded by several Central American foundations, engaged in a strategic security assessment of Central America. The Report: Drugs, Guns and Cash: Analysis and Proposals on How to Manage the Crisis in Central America was published in November 2011 (by FUNDESA in Guatemala).

His recent publications in energy security, energy geopolitics, and energy diplomacy, include a study of the energy diplomacy of Trinidad and Tobago toward Venezuela and Caribbean, in the book The Diplomacies of Small States: between Vulnerability and Resilience (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), and on the development of Trinidad and Tobago as a natural gas economy, in the book Energy Cooperation in the Western Hemisphere (CSIS Press, 2007). 

He has served as a member of several Cabinet appointed committees in Trinidad and Tobago on foreign relations, and has testified on U.S.-Caribbean trade issues before Congressional Committees, on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. on several occasions. He received his Ph.D. in Latin American History from the University of Nebraska at Lincoln.
María Victoria Llorente has been the Executive Director of Fundación Ideas para la Paz since 2007, having previously worked as an associate researcher of the Centro de Estudios sobre Desarrollo Económico – CEDE at the Universidad de Los Andes, where she coordinated the Public Peace studies group, which conducted multiple research projects on violence, security and justice in Colombia.
She has also worked as a consultant for the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the National Police Force and the Office of the Mayor of Bogotá on several projects related to citizen security policies, prevention of juvenile delinquency and police reform, and served as an adviser for Colombia’s Presidential Council for Defense and National Security as well as for the Ministry of National Defense on the design of citizen security policies and police reform. 

Ms. Llorente is also the author of several articles on crime and violence, citizen security policies and the police force that have been published in books and in national and international specialized magazines, as well as co-written several books, among them “Reconocer la guerra para construir la paz” (“Recognizing war in order to build peace”) (Norma 1999), “Caracterización de la violencia homicida en Bogotá” (Characterization of homicidal violence in Bogota”) (Alcaldía de Bogotá 2002) and “Violencia en las familias colombianas: costos socioeconómicos, causas y efectos” (“Violence in Colombian Families: socioeconomic costs, causes and effects’) (BID-DNP-CEDE, 2004).

María Victoria Llorente is a Political Scientist graduated from the Universidad de los Andes. 
Rubén Aguilar is a founding partner and the Executive Director of Afan, Consultores Internacionales, having served previously as staff coordinator and press secretary for Mexican President Vicente Fox from 2002 until 2006.
In the early eighties, he worked with the Frente Farabundo Martínez de Liberación Nacional in El Salvador.  From 1985 until 2002, he provided consulting services in the fields of institutional assessment processes and strategic planning in 15 Latin American countries for the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Organization for Education, Science and Culture (UNESCO), the OAS, the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), as well as several Mexican government agencies.

 
As a journalist, Dr. Aguilar served as correspondent for Mexico’s official news agency NOTIMEX and Italy’s IPS during the war in El Salvador (1980/1981) and founded and served as director of the Salvadorian press agency SALPRESS. 

He has taught Mexican Politics at the Universidad Iberoamericana (México City) and has authored over 500 articles in magazines and newspapers in Mexico and Central America, as well as 15 books including Lucha Urbana y Acumulación de Capital (Urban struggle and the Accumulation of Capital) (1982), and  Religión, Política y Sociedad (Religion , Politics and Society) (1992). 
 
Rubén Aguilar has a degree in Philosophy, a masters’ degree in Sociology and a PhD. in Social Sciences from the Universidad Iberoamericana (Mexico City), in addition to studies in communication at the Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Occidente ITESO (México) and institutional development at the Institut Oecumenique pour le Developpement des Peuples INODEP (France). 

Richard Feinberg (Moderator) is an International Political Economy Professor at the University of California San Diego, where he teaches classes on Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and serves as director of the APEC Study Center, dedicated to research, scholarly exchange and public education on subjects of interests to APEC member countries. 
Mr. Feinberg is co-director of the Leadership Council on Inter-American Summitry, a blue-ribbon council that evaluates progress in U.S.-Latin American relations, as well as coordinator of the APEC International Assessment Network (APIAN) a pan-Pacific coalition of experts that monitors and evaluates APEC's performance. He has authored more than 150 articles and books.
He served as special assistant to President Clinton for National Security Affairs and Senior Director of the National Security Council's (NSC) Office of Inter-American Affairs, where he was the principal architect of the 1994 Summit of the Americas in Miami, and has held positions on the policy planning staff of the U.S. Department of State and the Office of International Affairs in the U.S. Treasury Department. 
He has a Ph.D. in International Economics from Stanford University, a B.A. in European History from Brown University and speaks fluent Spanish.

