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Date of Entry: May 18, 2011
National Day:  January 26





Type of Government: Republic
Head of State: President Gjorge Ivanov




        
Head of Government: Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski 
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Zoran Jolevski (March 2007)
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Antonio Milososki
Representative of Macedonia to the United States: Ambassador Zoran Jolevski  
	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010 (Est.)

	Population (in millions)
	2.045
	2.049
	2.052
	2.056

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	8.697
	9.155
	9.747
	9.108

	     GDP 

            per capita (US$)
	4,252.33
	4,468.74
	4,749.82
	4,431.13

	GDP, PPP (Current International Dollar in billions)
	18.33
	19.667
	19.669
	19.996

	GDP growth (annual %)
	6.1
	5
	-.8
	1.201


Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database
FOREIGN RELATIONS:
· Seeks accession to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the European Union;
· Strengthening the economic and public diplomacy;

· Promotes the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, arms control and disbarment;

· Protection and promotion of human rights;
· Participates in NATO’s Partnership for Peace program and currently provides troops to multilateral peacekeeping operations. The country currently contribute 240 personnel to NATO’s International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan and participate with troops in Iraq (Iraqi Freedom), Bosnia and Herzegovina (ALTHEA), and Lebanon (UNIFIL), while also providing logistical support to KFOR in Kosovo; and,
· Member of several international and regional organizations and forums such as the United Nations (UN), 
        International Organization of the Francophonie (OIF), the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security 
        and Cooperation in Europe and the World Trade Organization (WTO).
INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE:

· Macedonia has diplomatic relations with: Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, México, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Republica Dominicana, San Vicente y las Granadinas, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, United  States, Uruguay and Venezuela;  and,
· Maintains formal diplomatic delegations in Canada and the United States.
N                                        BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH OAS MEMBER STATES:
Canada:

· The countries established diplomatic relations in 1996;
· Working with both the government and civil society Canada has encouraged political and economic reform in Macedonia through supporting initiatives that promote human and minority rights, democratic development, good governance, respect for the rule of law, public sector capacity building, conflict prevention, peace-building, and security sector reform;
· Due to an ongoing dispute over the country’s official name, Canada supports the decision made by NATO Allies at the 2008 Bucharest Summit to extend ‘an invitation (for NATO membership) to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, as soon as a mutually acceptable solution to the name issue has been reached. Canada also encourages further dialogue and negotiations on the subject so that the issue may be settled as soon as possible; and
· In May 2010, Canada’s Prime Minister Stephen Harper was presented with the Goce Delcev Award by the United Macedonian Diaspora (UMD) for his act of statesmanship in fully recognizing Macedonia.
United States:
· The countries established diplomatic relations in 1995;

· Both countries created with Albania, Croatia the Adriatic Charter as a mechanism for promoting regional cooperation to advance each country’s NATO candidacy. Since then, they cooperated in regional military exercises and deployed a joint medical team to support international coalition operations in Afghanistan;

· Bilateral assistance budgeted to Macedonia under the Support for East European Democracy (SEED) Act totaled over $500 million from 1990 to 2010. Macedonia received approximately $19 million in SEED Act assistance in 2009; 
· U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) programs in Macedonia promote accelerated growth, support stronger democratic institutions, promote an independent and efficient judiciary, a more vibrant civil society and strengthening parliament;
· USAID is focused on helping the Macedonian Government and civil society combat corruption, enhancing democratic political competition, supporting government decentralization, and promoting the rule of law. USAID also supported the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption in developing a comprehensive State Program for Prevention of Conflict of Interest and assisted in training over 150 judges and prosecutors in dealing with conflict of interest cases; and
· USAID programs improve education and human capacity in Macedonia through projects on the primary, secondary, and post-secondary levels. Targets include improving teaching techniques, modernizing vocational education, introducing information and communication technology (ICT) as a learning tool in the classroom, applying accurate school-based assessment techniques, and focusing on workforce development activities in schools. Other programs address crosscutting issues, including interethnic cooperation, assistance to the Roma minority, performance improvement of key institutions, and corruption.
SOURCES:
Republic of Macedonia-Ministry of Foreign Affairs
www.mfa.gov.mk
United States’ Department of State
www.state.gov
IMF, World Economic Outlook Database
http://www.imf.org
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