Description of the Legal System


Trinidad and Tobago has a traditional common law legal system similar to that of the United Kingdom based on statutes enacted by the Trinidad and Tobago Parliament and the application of English common law principles. The doctrine of precedent applies and judgments of the Supreme Court of Judicature of Trinidad and Tobago and of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council are binding while those of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth are highly persuasive.


Enforcement of Legal Judgments
The enforcement of foreign judgments is based on the Judgment Extensions Act which provides for reciprocal enforcement of judgments of superior courts of the United Kingdom and other Commonwealth countries by application to register such judgments in the local courts.  Where the Judgment Extensions Act does not apply, it is possible to sue on a money judgment of a foreign court on the basis that it constitutes a debt.


Dispute Settlement and Arbitration
Most major contracts in Trinidad and Tobago incorporate exhaustive multi-step dispute settlement mechanisms. Trinidad and Tobago has a Dispute Resolution Centre which has a roster of arbitrations and mediations. Trinidad and Tobago is a signatory to the ICSID Convention and the New York Convention and by virtue of the latter foreign arbitral awards of signatory territories can be registered and enforced in Trinidad and Tobago. 

