Legal System of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
The legal system of St. Vincent and the Grenadines is similar in most respects to that of the United Kingdom.  Our court of final appeal is Her Majesty’s Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in London, England. 

The lower courts are the Magisterial District courts that exercise both civil and criminal jurisdiction up to a certain limit. 

There is also a separate court called the Family Court that is presided over by a President and deals exclusively with family related matters. 

The primary court of first instance is the High Court of Justice, from which appeal is made to the Eastern Caribbean Court of Appeal.  Both derive their jurisdiction form the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court Act.   

Puisne Judges preside over civil and criminal matters at the High Court.  There presently three such judges in our jurisdiction. 

Appeals are heard by a panel of three judges and are presided over by the Chief of Justice or President of the Court of Appeal and the Justices of Appeal. 

Our basic law is English law.  

However, we have developed our own body of statutory laws, particularly in the area of international finance.   
The lawyers in the Eastern Caribbean are competent to practice freely in any Eastern Caribbean State, and in certain other states, including Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad, Guyana and Belize.

