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Distinguished Mr. Chairman of the Permanent Council

Distinguished Mr. Secretary General

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen
I feel really privileged that on behalf of the Government of Albania I have the honour to thank You All for giving the consent and granting to Albania the Permanent Observer Status. This is a new chapter of challenges and responsibilities for my country, which already is an active member in several regional and global multilateral organizations, playing a serious and constructive role in defending and promoting the democratic values and standards, the rule of law, and human rights and freedoms.

Special thanks go to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to H.E. Ambassador Maria Isabel Salvador and her colleagues for the positive assessment of Albania’s official request.

Albania considers the Organization of American States as a powerful multilateral forum, as an important segment of the global chain of multilateral diplomacy, greatly affecting not only the region it geographically covers, but also the global development and inter-relations among states and regions.

The open and principled foreign policy that the Republic of Albania has been adopting during the last two decades, as well as the constant progress in all aspects of its domestic economic, social and political indicators, have made Albania a reliable partner, adding value and experience to the agencies and organizations it is member of. 
Distinguished Colleagues, be assured that Albania will always play a constructive role and render its positive contribution for the benefit of the Organization. We strongly believe that Albania’s participation in the Organization of American States will prove an added value to the Organization, this due to its past experiences as much as to its present engagements and commitments. It will bring our peoples closer together, and it will contribute to better understanding and better assisting each other in time of need. 
Albania remains ready to contribute to matters of importance for the OAS and its member states, as well as to strengthen the cooperation in all areas of reciprocal interest, promoting thus the role and function of the Organization according to its Statute.

Closing my short intervention, I wish You All the very best of success, as well as Thank You All for your trust and understanding.

Thank You. 
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