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Organization OF AMERICAN STATES
The Organization of American States
The Organization of American States (OAS) brings together the 35 nations of the Western Hemisphere to strengthen cooperation on democratic values, defend common interests and debate the major issues facing the region and the world. The OAS is the region’s principal multilateral forum for strengthening democracy, promoting human rights, and confronting shared problems such as poverty, terrorism, illegal drugs and corruption. It plays a leading role in carrying out mandates established by the hemisphere’s leaders through the Summits of the Americas.
Secretariat for Political Affairs
Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions
The Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions in the Secretariat for Political Affairs provides technical expertise in matters pertaining to conflict resolution, threats to democracy, good governance, and democratic dialogue. Its three main action areas are the Fund for Peace; the SAPEM or multiple-scenario political analysis program; and the Special Missions unit, which includes the work of the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP-OAS).

Peace Fund
The Peace Fund was established in 2000 through General Assembly Resolution 1756 as a mechanism designed to support OAS Member States that so request in order to enable the Organization to react swiftly to an unforeseen crisis resulting from a territorial dispute. Through the Peace Fund, the countries can also avail themselves of a range of conflict resolution mechanisms contemplated under the OAS Charter, including direct negotiation, good offices, mediation, investigation and conciliation, judicial settlement, arbitration and any other mechanism which the Parties jointly agree.

The Inter-American Peace Forum
Historically, the Western Hemisphere has been characterized as a region of hope for millions of human beings. This is a Continent known for its constant struggle for liberty, justice, prosperity, and peace.

Despite the significant strides achieved in recent years in terms of economic growth, this region continues to be the most unequal, where the gap between rich and poor is increasingly larger. Peace is directly related to social and material progress; it is an essential ingredient in the process of development and poverty alleviation. 

Since its founding, the Organization of American States has supported its Member States in overcoming their development and security challenges and it has done so by adapting its functions and responding to the dynamic and continuous needs of the Hemisphere’s community of nations. It has demonstrated flexibility while always maintaining its commitment to preserve peace and to respect the basic principles of international law.

For this reason, the OAS must continue to work proactively to further understanding and collaboration between the peoples of this Hemisphere, as well as to promote a continued dialogue on the main challenges to hemispheric peace. Likewise the Organization must firmly advance in identifying long-term initiatives that can strengthen the inter-American brotherhood, ensure lasting regional peace, and stimulate regional cooperation. 

In order to consolidate the prominent role that the OAS has played and continues to play in conflict resolution, hemispheric peace and problem-solving initiatives, as well as in promoting a system of individual liberty and social justice based on respect for the essential rights of man, in compliance with the OAS founding Charter, the Secretariat for Political Affairs –Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions –is officially launching the Inter-American Peace Forum, which will operate under the Peace Fund, and which will consist of a comprehensive program to include a series of activities, different in scope and nature, aimed at promoting a culture of peace among different sectors of the inter-American society. 
Inaugural Ceremony

Inter-American Peace Forum

Tuesday September 23, 2008

Hall of the Americas, OAS

Washington, D.C.

10:00 a.m.

Welcoming Remarks by OAS Secretary General 




His Excellency José Miguel Insulza




Remarks by Nobel Peace Laureate

                                              
The Honorable Oscar Arias Sánchez, President of Costa Rica





 

First Seminar of the Inter-American Peace Forum

3:00 p.m.


Remarks by OAS Assistant Secretary General

                                                
Ambassador Albert Ramdin
 
Panel No. 1

                                                
“Types and Potential of Conflicts”     

Presentation: Sir Marrack Goulding, former Under Secretary General, United Nations

Commentators:

· Ana Maria Romero de Campero, Executive Director, “Unir” Foundation, Bolivia
· Ambassador Álvaro Tirado Mejía, Former President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
· Ivelaw Griffith, Provost, Senior Vice President, York College

Moderator: Victor Rico, Director, Department of Democratic Sustainability
                  and Special Missions

   

Panel No. 2

                                               
 
“What is Peace in the Americas in the XXI Century? Towards a New Hemispheric Peace Agenda.”

Presentation: Dante Caputo, OAS Secretary for Political Affairs

Commentators: 

· Ambassador Aristides Royo, Permanent Representative of Panama to the  OAS
· Rosario Green, Chairwoman, Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Mexico
· Carrie Menkel Meadow, Jr. Professor of  Dispute Resolution and Civil Procedure,

Georgetown Law A.B. 

Moderator: Alexandre Addor-Neto, Secretary for Multidimensional Security
Closing Remarks:
Ambassador Gustavo Albin Santos, Chairman of the OAS

Hemispheric Security Committee and Permanent Representative of Mexico
5:30 p.m.
Cultural Event

Secretary General

José Miguel Insulza was elected OAS Secretary General on May 2, 2005. At the beginning of his five-year term as Secretary General, he pledged to strengthen the Organization’s “political relevance and its capacity for action.” A lawyer by profession—he has a law degree from the University of Chile, did postgraduate studies at the Latin American Social Sciences Faculty (FLACSO) and has a master’s in political science from the University of Michigan. Following the coup that brought General Augusto Pinochet into power, Insulza went into exile for 15 years. In 1988, after Chileans voted against Pinochet’s continued rule in a plebiscite, Insulza returned to his home country and helped to lead a political movement toward democratic elections in 1990. Under the presidency of Patricio Aylwin, Insulza served as Chilean Ambassador for International Cooperation, Director of Multilateral Economic Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Vice President of the International Cooperation Agency. In March 1994, under the administration of President Eduardo Frei, Insulza became Under-Secretary of Foreign Affairs and in September of that year was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs. In 1999, he became Minister Secretary General of the Presidency, and the following year he became President Ricardo Lagos’s Minister of the Interior and Vice President of the Republic. 
Assistant Secretary General
Albert R. Ramdin was elected OAS Assistant Secretary General on June 7, 2005 for a five-year term. Before his election to the OAS, he served as Ambassador at Large and Special Adviser to the Government of the Republic of Suriname on Western Hemispheric Affairs. In Suriname, Ramdin served as Senior Adviser to the Minister of Trade and Industry. In the mid-1990s, he worked for two years in the private sector before returning to public service. In 1997, Ramdin became his country’s Permanent Representative to the OAS. In 1999, he joined the CARICOM Secretariat as Assistant Secretary-General for Foreign and Community Relations. In 2001, Ramdin was named Adviser to the OAS Secretary General, with special attention to the Caribbean. He continued his close engagement with the situation in Haiti, dealt with issues of priority for small states, monitored the hemispheric trade agenda and briefed the General Secretariat on Caribbean concerns. Born in Suriname on February 27, 1958, Ramdin received his education in Paramaribo and in The Netherlands, at the University of Amsterdam and the Free University, where he studied geography of developing countries with a specialization in social and economic problems of smaller economies in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Oscar Arias Sánchez

Oscar Arias Sánchez is the President of Costa Rica and the recipient of the 1987 Nobel Peace Prize. He holds international stature as a spokesperson for the developing world. Championing such issues as human development, democracy, and demilitarization, he has traveled the globe spreading a message of peace and applying the lessons garnered from the Central American Peace Process to topics of current global debate. The New York Times reported that Oscar Arias’ “...positions on Central American issues have become the standards by which many people in Congress and elsewhere have come to judge United States policy.” Born in San José, Costa Rica in 1940, Dr. Arias studied law and economics at the University of Costa Rica and later received a doctoral degree in Political Science at the University of Essex, England. He served his first term as President of Costa Rica from 1986-90. Dr. Arias was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1987 for his work to end the military conflicts in Central America, culminating with the signing of the Esquipulas II Accords that year. After leaving office, he dedicated himself to working with the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress, the NGO he established with the monetary proceeds of the Nobel Prize. In 2006 he was elected to a second term as President, becoming the first Nobel Laureate in history to be elected to a nation’s top office after winning that prize. He will serve until 2010. The fight against poverty, the reduction of crime, the expansion of the education system and the promotion of investment in research and infrastructure in Costa Rica are at the top of his domestic agenda.  Internationally, he continues to advocate for a comprehensive Arms Trade Treaty, free trade, and the “Costa Rica Consensus” to establish new criteria for debt relief based on social investment and demilitarization.
Marrack Goulding

Marrack Goulding was educated at St. Paul's School and Magdalen College, Oxford where he got a First in Greats. He served in the British Diplomatic Service from 1959 to 1985 and subsequently served in Kuwait, Libya, Egypt, Portugal and the British Mission to the United Nations in New York. His last post with the British Government was as Ambassador to Angola (1983 to 1985). In 1986 he succeeded Sir Brian Urquhart in the United Nations Secretariat as head of Peacekeeping. During the seven years he spent at the UN, peacekeeping grew from five operations with some 10,000 personnel and an annual budget of $242 million to 13 operations with 55,000 personnel and a budget of $2.7 billion. These included major operations in Namibia, Cambodia, Angola, Mozambique, 
El Salvador and the former Yugoslavia. In 1993, Mr. Goulding was appointed Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs. In this capacity, he was in charge of the United Nations’ preventive and peacemaking efforts worldwide and was responsible for United Nations activities in a number of other political fields, including disarmament and electoral assistance. In late 1996, he was elected Warden of St. Antony’s College, Oxford, and he retired from that position in September 2006. He was also knighted (KCMG) in 1997. Mr. Goulding is the author of Peacemonger (2003), an account of the inner workings of the United Nations and its activities during his tenure. He has also published articles in various academic journals, including African Affairs and International Affairs. He is a recipient of the Duke of Westminster's Medal for Military Literature, awarded by the Royal United Services Institute for authorship of books that make "a notable and original contribution to the study of international and national security and defense".

Dante Caputo

Dante Caputo is the Secretary for Political Affairs of the Organization of American States. He studied political science in Argentina, did graduate work in international relations at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy and Tufts University, and pursued higher studies at the University of Paris.  He holds a doctorate in Political Sociology from the University of Paris. Dr. Caputo was the Foreign Minister of Argentina between 1983 and 1989.  While in the Foreign Ministry he signed the Peace and Friendship Treaty with Chile in 1984, initiated the Contadora Support group, and co-founded the Rio Group.  Dr. Caputo, Minister at the time, negotiated and signed the agreements with Brazil and Uruguay that established the bases for the creation of MERCOSUR. In 1988 he was elected President of the 43rd United Nations General Assembly.  In 1989 he was elected national delegate and Vice Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Chamber of Deputies, where he remained until 1993. In December 1992, the United Nations Secretary General appointed him as his special envoy to negotiate the crisis in Haiti, a position he occupied and in which he also represented the Organization of American States. In 1993 he was appointed the Representative of the United Nations General Secretary for Haiti until 1994, as Assistant Secretary General of the United Nations. In 1997 he was re-elected National Delegate by the city of Buenos Aires. He has developed a wide-ranging academic career as professor of secondary education, and professor of political sociology, public administration, and international relations. He has published numerous articles in academic reviews and periodicals, including the prestigious Report on Democracy in Latin America, 2004, UNDP. 
Victor Rico
Víctor Rico is the current Director of the Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions of the OAS and Personal Representative of the Secretary General in the framework of the OAS Good Offices Mission in Colombia and Ecuador (MIB/OEA).  He is an economist by profession and has undertaken postgraduate studies in international relations at Universidad Católica Boliviana, the Universidad de Belgrano and The London School of Economics. Rico served as Deputy Minister for International Economic Relations; Deputy Foreign Minister of Bolivia; and Ambassador, General Consul in Santiago, Chile. He represented his country as Chief Negotiator for Free Trade with MERCOSUR and Mexico. Likewise, he served as Director General of the Andean Community of Nations. Rico has lectured extensively throughout the Americas and has authored various publications and articles on the inter-American system and the role of the OAS in crisis prevention and conflict resolution. The three main areas under his supervision in his current capacity are the Peace Fund; the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia; and the work advanced by the OAS in the area of political analysis, among others. 

Néstor Mendez

Nestor Mendez, the current Chairman of the OAS Permanent Council, was appointed Ambassador of Belize to the United States and Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS by the Senate of Belize. Ambassador Mendez has been in charge of the Embassy of Belize in Washington, DC as Chargé d’ Affaires a.i. since June 2007. Before taking over as Chargé, Ambassador Mendez served as Minister Counselor / Deputy Chief of Mission from September 1999 to June 2007.  He also served as Ambassador Interim Representative of Belize to the Organization of American States, where in October 2007 he was elected as Vice-Chair of a newly established Special Committee on Migration issues.  A career Diplomat in the Belize Foreign Service, Ambassador Mendez held a post at the High Commission for Belize to the United Kingdom, where he served as Counselor. He also held a post at the Embassy of Belize in Guatemala City, Guatemala, where he served as First Secretary.  Prior to his posts abroad, he worked as a Foreign Service Officer at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belize, where he was responsible for bilateral relations with the countries of the Caribbean and Asia. Ambassador Mendez holds a Masters degree in International Policy and Practice from George Washington University in Washington, DC, and a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the University College of Belize.  He has successfully completed the Foreign Service Program, a one year Graduate Level Program in Diplomacy at Oxford University, United Kingdom, and also completed a program for Diplomats at the German Foundation for International Development in Berlin, Germany.
Ana María Romero de Campero

Ana Maria Romero de Campero holds a Bachelors degree in journalism from the Universidad Católica Boliviana, studied in the School of Philosophy and Arts at the Universidad Mayor de San Andrés and holds a diploma in Theology from Georgetown University.  She is the Executive Director of Fundación Unir Bolivia which has worked since 2004 on peace building through initiatives in the areas of information, communication, dialogue, negotiation and conflict management. Ms. Romero de Campero was the first Ombudsman and the Founding-President of the Andean Council of Ombudsmen. She was the Minister of Information during the administration of Walter Guevara Arce, the Director of the national daily paper Presencia and editor of Mesa Latinoamericana at United Press International in Washington. In addition she has been awarded the National Prize for Journalism and the German Bertlesmann Foundation Prize.  For her work in defense and advancement of human rights she has been recognized with the French Republic’s Legion of Honor and granted distinction by UNICEF in their report on the State of Infancy in the year 2000. Ms. Romero de Campero received honors for her work in the Network of Institutions for the Defense of Human Rights in the Americas.  Among other distinctions, she was invited by Pope John Paul II to be part of the Bolivian delegation of the IV Asamblea General del Episcopado Latinoamericano, celebrated in Santo Domingo in 1992 and to participate in the Synod of the Americas, celebrated in Rome in 2007.  Additionally, she is the author of three books. 

Álvaro Tirado Mejía

Álvaro Tirado Mejía is a Law graduate from the Universidad de Antioquia. He carried out postgraduate studies in Agricultural Economics in IEDES, Paris. He obtained his doctoral degree in History from the University of Paris I, Panthéon  Sorbonne. Ambassador Tirado is a professor at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia, where he also acted as Dean and Vice President. Tirado Mejía has also served as presidential advisor; Ambassador of Colombia to Switzerland, as well as Ambassador to the Organization of American States; former President of the Inter-American Human Rights Commission; and member of the UN Cultural, Social, and Economic Commission. He is the author of more than a dozen books on History, Public Law, and International Relations.
Aristides Royo

Aristides Royo is the current Ambassador Permanent Representative of Panama to the Organization of American States in Washington, D.C.  He graduated from the National Institute and obtained a Degree in Law. He later undertook postgraduate studies in Comparative Law and attended the University of Salamanca in Spain and the University of Bologna in Italy. Ambassador Royo served in the Attorney General’s Office; authored the Criminal Code of 1970; was a Chief Negotiator of the Torrijos-Carter Treaties in 1977 between Panamá and the United States; and served as Minister of Education from 1973 to 1978, President of the Republic of Panama from 1978 to 1982, and Ambassador of Panama to Spain, France, and Switzerland. 

Carrie Menkel Meadow

Carrie Menkel Meadow is a national expert in alternative dispute resolution and legal ethics, clinical legal education, feminist legal theory, and women in the legal profession, Professor Menkel-Meadow has written and lectured extensively in these fields. She is the author of Dispute Resolution: Beyond the Adversarial Model (2005); Negotiation: Processes for Problem Solving (2006); Mediation: Theory, Policy & Practice (2006); and Dispute Processing & Conflict Resolution (2003),  and over 100 articles. She has won the Center for Public Resources' First Prize for Scholarship in Alternative Dispute Resolution three times (in 1983, 1990, and 1998). She chaired the CPR-Georgetown Commission on Ethics and Standards in Alternative Dispute Resolution. She served on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the American Bar Foundation and on the Research Grants Committee of the Law School Admissions Council. She also sits on numerous boards of public interest organizations and the editorial boards of journals in dispute resolution, law and social science and feminism. She has chaired the AALS Sections on Law and Social Science, Alternative Dispute Resolution, Women in Legal Education, and has been on the Executive Committee of the Section on Clinical Education. In addition to her scholarship, research, and teaching, Professor Menkel-Meadow often serves as a mediator and arbitrator in public and private settings and has trained lawyers and mediators in the United States and abroad. She is currently the director of the Georgetown Hewlett Fellowship Program in Conflict Resolution and Problem-Solving.

Ivelaw Griffith

Provost Griffith is a political scientist and specialist on Caribbean and Inter-American security, drugs, crime, and terrorism issues who has published seven books, including Strategy and Security in the Caribbean (Praeger 1991), Drugs and Security in the Caribbean (Penn State University Press 1997), and Caribbean Security in the Age of Terror (Ian Randle Publishers 2004). The Royal Military College of Canada and the George Marshall European Center for Security Studies in Germany are among places Dr. Griffith has been a Visiting Scholar, and he has been a consultant to Canada’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, the OAS, United States Agency for International Development, the Ministry of National Security of Jamaica, and other agencies. He has lectured at military and law enforcement colleges and agencies throughout the United States and the Caribbean and in Europe. His research has been funded by the MacArthur Foundation, Florida International University (FIU), and the University of Miami’s North-South Center, and he serves on the editorial board of Security and Defense Studies Review, published by the Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies in Washington, DC. Ivelaw is a Past President of the Caribbean Studies Association, and has served in the national leadership of the Council on Undergraduate Research. He holds the Bachelor of Social Sciences with Distinction in Political Science from The University of Guyana, the Master of Arts from Long Island University, and the Master of Philosophy and the Ph.D. in Political Science from The City University of New York. 

Rosario Green

Rosario Green, former Foreign Minister of Mexico and former Mexican Ambassador to Argentina (2001-2004) is presently the Secretary General of the PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party) and a Senator of Mexico for a second time. Rosario Green holds a B.A. in International Relations from the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), with an M.A. in Economics from El Colegio de México. She obtained a second Master’s Degree in Economics and a Certificate in Latin American Studies from Columbia University in New York. She subsequently took a specialization in Latin American integration issues at the Institute for Latin American Integration (ITAL), which is based in Buenos Aires. In 1996 she was awarded a Ph. D. Honoris Causa in Humanistic Sciences from the University of New Rochelle, New York, in 1999 she was awarded a Ph.D. Honoris Causa in Law from Tufts University, Massachusetts, and in 2004 she was awarded a Ph. D. Honoris Causa by the Argentinean University of Enterprise (UADE) of Buenos Aires. Rosario Green has also pursued a lengthy academic career and has published over ten books (many of which have been translated into English), and more than 100 articles on the foreign policy in Mexico as well as on external debt and other international subjects. She has lectured in numerous academic institutions in different countries and has participated in international seminars and conferences all over the world. In the Mexican Senate, Rosario Green is president of the Foreign Affairs Committee and member of the Education, Culture and Human Rights Committees. Aditionally, is GRULAC representative in the Human Rights of Paliamentarians Committee in the Inter-Parliamentary Union. On November the 8th 2006, she was elected vicepresident of the Euro-Latin American Parliamenray Assembly (EUROLAT).

Alexandre Addor Neto
Alexandre Addor-Neto is the current Secretary for Multidimensional Security at the Organization of American States. Ambassador Addor-Neto studied Law and Social Sciences at the University of Brazil in Río de Janeiro from 1962 to 1966. He also studied Political Science at Oxford University and obtained a degree in Economics from the University of Paris–I, Pantheon-Sorbonne. During his diplomatic career service, Addor Neto worked in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Brasilia on regional economic and political issues, as well as on diplomatic planning. He served as Minister Counselor in the Embassy in Moscow from 1993 to 1995; Ambassador in Luanda, Angola from 1995 to 1999; and General Consul in Chicago from 1999 to 2005. Addor-Neto was also a university professor in the School for Economics and Administration at the Universidad Federal Fluminense from 1973 to 1976.

Gustavo Albin

After obtaining a degree in Law at the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), he joined the Mexican Foreign Service in 1976.  He has held several positions in the Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs such as Director-General of Multilateral Economic Relations from 1990 to 1993, and President of the Personnel Commission from 2004 to 2007. His main postings abroad include Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York (1993-2001), Permanent Representative to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva (2001 to 2004), and currently the Ambassador, Permanent Representative to the Organization of American States (since September 2007).
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